Bethany Presbyterian Church

Graham, North Carolina
www.bethanypreschurch.org
www.lacebook.comy/bethanypresbyterian

April 20, 2025 — 11:00 am
Easter Sunday

GATHERING AS GOD'’S PEOPLE

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

Welcome to our service of worship. Although we are worshipping in a variety of locations, we still affirm that God
is present in our worship, whether in-person or virtually. Our prayer is that all who worship with us this day will
truly feel the presence of God in this time. Know that you are loved and we are so glad you are here!

TRINITY CHIMES

PRELUDE: [low in the Grave LANI SMITH (BASED ON THE TUNE “CHRIST AROSE")
WELCOME
*PROCESSIONAL #123:  Jesus Christ is Risen Today CHARELS WESLEY

Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia!
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!
Who did once, upon the cross, Alleluia!
Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!
Unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia!
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!
Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!

But the pains which He endured, Alleluia!
Our salvation have procured; Alleluia!
Now above the sky He’s king, Alleluia!

Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia!



Sing we to our God above, Alleluia!
Praise eternal as God's love; Alleluia!
Praise our God, ye heavenly host, Alleluial
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING SENTENCES (FROM THE HYMN *“*JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN TODAY" GLORY TO GOD, #232)

Jesus Christ is risen today!
Alleluia!

Our triumphant and holy day!
Alleluia!

Praise our God, ye heavenly host!
Alleluia!

GATHERING PRAYER (JOHN 20, LUKE 24)

God of life and love, we are eager to hear the good news of new life.
Enter our lives and cast our fears aside.

Lead us on a journey from grief and despair to hope and joy.

We are ready to celebrate and give thanks for your transforming love.
We are eager to rejoice in the glory of this day!

Give us Easter spirits and open hearts. Amen.

OFFERING OURSELVES FOR RENEWAL

*HYMN OF THE DAY #118:  The Day of Resurrection ST. JOHN OF DAMASCUS

The day of resurrection!
Earth, tell it out abroad;
The Passover of gladness,
The Passover of God.
From death to life eternal,
From this world unto the sky,
Our Christ hath brought us over
With hymns of victory.

Our hearts be pure from evil,
That we may see aright
The Lord in rays eternal

Of resurrection light;

And listening to His accents,
May hear, so calm and plain,
His own “All hail!” and, hearing,
May raise the victor strain.

Now let the heavens be joyful,
Let earth the song begin,
Let the round world keep triumph,
And all that is therein;

Let all things seen and unseen
Their notes of gladness blend,
For Christ the Lord is risen,
Our joy that hath no end.



TELLING THE TRUTH ABOUT OURSELVES

Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Jesus Christ, not even death.
Trusting in this Good News, let us turn to God to honestly confess our sins.

You call us to hope, Savior God, but we despair. You call us to work for peace, but we doubt its power.

You call us to community, but we judge and shun. Transform us, Holy One, by the joy of this Easter.
Let us celebrate this day as a new beginning and a new life. Amen.

AN OFFERING OF GOD’S GRACE

Christ conquered death to restore us to life. Believe this good news.

Live this resurrection. Hope in God’s promise because we are forgiven
in Jesus Christ. Amen.

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

A PRAYER FOR |ILLUMINATION

Savior God, we need your good news. We need the challenge of your Holy Spirit.
We need this time of Word and worship. Help us to tune our hearts and minds to your will
and your way as we approach the Scriptures today. Amen.

PRAYER RESPONSE

He is Lord, He is Lord!
He is risen from the dead and He is Lord.
Every knee shall bow, every tongue confess
That Jesus Christ is Lord.

ENCOUNTERING SCRIPTURE

PSALM 118: 1-2, 14-24

PEW BIBLE, 758

LUKE 24:1-12

PEW BIBLE, 1287
The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

THE WORD IN MUSIC: He Gave the Greatest Gift of All
Duet: Steffanie Vaughn & Josh Williford

JON & JANE SHERBERG; ARR. BY DAVID CLYDESDALE
THE WORD PROCLAIMED
Sermon: “Where’s Jesus?”

RIC PURCELL, CRE
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our deblors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
AN OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS

OFFERTORY



*DoxoLoGy Easter Sunday Doxology

*BLESSING OUR GIFTS

Christ is Risen! Hallelujah!
Christ is in our midst today.
Thank you, Lord for all You've given.
All our debts, we can't repay.
Amen!

*RECESSIONAL HYMN # 108:  Christ is Alive!

BRIAN WREN

We will follow the choir as we sing and process out to the front lawn for our flowering of the cross

*SENDING AROUND THE CROSS

Christ is risen!
Christ is risen, indeed!

and a time of fellowship.
Happy Easter!

Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.
The cross stands empty to the sky.
Let streets and homes with praises ring.
Love, drowned in death, shall never die.

Christ is alive! No longer bound
To distant years in Palestine,
But saving, healing, here and now,
And touching every place and time.

Not throned afar, remotely high,
Untouched, unmoved by human pains,
But daily, in the midst of life,

Our Savior in the Godhead reigns.

In every insult, rift and war,
Where color, scorn or wealth divide,
Christ suffers still, yet loves the more,
And lives, where even hope has died.

Christ is alive, and comes to bring

Good news to this and every age,

Till earth and sky and ocean ring
With joy, with justice, love and praise.

Leave this worship a resurrected people, living into the hope of the gospel’s good news!
May the grace, hope, peace and love of God our Creator, Redeemer and
Sustainer be with you now and always. Amen

* Please stand in body or spirit.



Our Faith Community @ Work

WHAT’S HAPPENING

Sundays, 9:45am Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall Room

Sunday, April 20 11am Easter Sunday - Sanctuary
Our Easter celebration. Celebrate Jesus’ resurrection with us!

Sunday, April 27%  Dinner & Bingo & Fun!!
Join us on Sunday, April 27 at 5:00 pm for Spaghetti, Salad and Dessert and Bingo!! We need your
participation to help with prizes!! Please bring something (or multiple things) from home that you no longer
want or need. Items can be funny, silly, tacky or nice! No need to spend money!! Put your items in a bag or
sealed box so that it can’t be seen! Surprises are more fun!! Bring a friend! Hope to see you all there!
Questions — call Tina Patterson.

Tuesday, April 29t Alamance Co. Mobile Library
The Alamance County Public Libraries mobile library will be in the church parking lot 10:30 — 11:30.
Please stop by and “check-out” this wonderful service the library has to share

Tuesday, May 6% 10:30am The Women of Bethany Church Gathering
The Women of Bethany Church will come together on Tuesday, May 6" at 10:30am in the Evie C.
Marshall classroom.

Mark Your Calendar — Details will follow...
e Tuesday, May 20" Trip to Billy Graham Library

S.A.F.E. (Southern Alamance Family Empowerment)
How we can help S.A.F.E. for the months of April and May? They are asking for Breakfast items
(Cereals, Granola Bars, Oatmeal, Breakfast Bars), Grape Jelly, Mac & Cheese, Pasta and Pasta Sauce
and Green Beans.
S.A.F.E. will be closed the 15 and 5™ Saturday of the Month.
Consider donating your plastic and paper bags.



Our Faith Community @ Work

Our ongoing prayer list is below. Please let the church office know if there are

any changes.

Bethany Members
Christopher Bagley Katherine Bayliff Swanner
Helen Brown The Family of Bill Brown
Sandy Cook Gerald Donley
Jay Fuller The Family of Darrell Holmes
Donna Mitchell-Ayers Joyce Mize
Bobby Peele Shelvia Russell
Kim Snyder Mike Sutton
Robert Sykes

Friends of Bethany

David Ashely Jeremy Harden
Jerry Rhodes Shannon Russell
Ann Sutton Randy Thompson

Elders of the Month for April are Tina Patterson and Kim Snyder

Anniversaries & Birthdays

Pam & Mark Hurt April 27

3k 3k ok 3k >k >k ok ok ok ok kok ok
Sandy Russell April 1
Dusty Kimrey April 8
Tommy Lane April 12
April Troxler April 12
Gerald Donley April 17
Helen Brown April 22
Morgan Troxler April 27
Liturgist
April 6" Glenn Patterson
April 13t Josh Williford
April 17" Maundy Thursday Helen Brown
April 20" Donna Mitchell-Ayers

April 27t

Chip Allen

Betty Boggs

Diane Bullis

Henry & Pat Flythe
Ron Kimrey

Jean Payne

Christel Schappacher
Nancy Sutton

Glenn Thompson

Robert May
Bonnie Steiskal
Frank Wrenn



Bethany Prays

Current prayer requests:

The family of Darrell Holmes

Roger Flythe

Rick Purcell

Helen Brown and the Family of Bill Brown

Diane Bullis

Donna Mitchell-Ayers

Alice & Ed Spray & Family — Chip Allen’s Parents-in-Law

Earl McGehee — Ben & Sandy Russell’s Son-in-Law

Christel Schappacher

Pat & Henry Flythe

Anna Blair Barts

Alex Cole and his wife Shayla. Shayla has been diagnosed with stage four lung cancer.
Rev. Amanda Anderson

Chris Crutchfield

Jerry Rhodes — brother-in-law of Bill & Linda Abplanalp

Jeremy Harden — nephew of Brenda Sykes

Randy Thompson - son of Glenn Thompson-cancer treatment
Katherine Bayliff Swanner — doing well and would like to receive mail
Bonnie Steiskal

Do you have a prayer request? You are welcome to write it below:

[ ]1would like this in the bulletin next week

[ ]1 would like the pastor to contact me

[ ]1would like this kept confidential



This Week’s Calendar:

Sunday, April 20th — Easter Sunday
11:00 — Worship (In-Person & Live Stream)

Wednesday, April 23rd
6:30 — Choir Practice

Sunday, April 27th — Second Sunday of Easter
9:45 — Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall classroom

11:00 — Worship (In-Person & Live Stream)
5:00pm - Bingo Night & Spaghetti Dinner

bethany presbyterian

Session 1r
Moderator: Rick Purcell, CRE

Clerk: Randy Cousins
Treasurer: Glenn Patterson 1500 S. Main Street
Graham, NC 27253
www.bethanypreschurch.org

Class of 2025: 336.227.4041
Donna Mitchell-Ayers
Tina Patterson Staff
Nancy Purcell Pastor/CRE: Rick Purcell — pastor4bethany@gmail.com

Director of Music: Christopher Bagley — bethanypresmusic@gmail.com
Class of 2026: Office Administrator: Joy Saleeby — office@bethanypreschurch.org
Chip Allen Bookkeeper: Pam Hurt — finance@bethanypreschurch.org
Jean Payne
Ben Russell

Scan this QR code for fast, safe, and reliable online giving:

Class of 2027: -
Karen Maxwell A
Kim Snyder P e
Brandon Troxler T

Bethany Presbyterian is a Stephen Ministry Cc - TS

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS BULLETIN IN THE BASKETS PROVIDED AT THE DOORS.



