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GATHERING AS GOD’S  PEOPLE 

 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

Welcome to our service of worship. Although we are worshipping in a variety of locations, we still affirm that God 

is present in our worship, whether in-person or virtually. Our prayer is that all who worship with us this day will 

truly feel the presence of God in this time. Know that you are loved and we are so glad you are here!  

 

TRINITY CHIMES 

 

PRELUDE:   Wings of Faith  EDWARD BROUGHTON 

 

WELCOME  

 

*PROCESSIONAL #151:   Crown Him With Many Crowns MATTHEW BRIDGES 

 

Crown Him with many crowns,  

The Lamb upon His throne; 

Hark, how the heavenly anthem drowns  

All music but its own! 

Awake, my soul, and sing  

Of Him who died for thee, 

And hail Him as thy matchless King  

Through all eternity. 

 



 

 

Crown Him the Lord of love;  

Behold His hands and side, 

Rich wounds, yet visible above,  

In beauty glorified: 

No angel in the sky  

Can fully bear that sight, 

But downward bends his burning eye  

At mysteries so bright. 

 

Crown Him the Lord of peace; 

Whose power a scepter sways 

From pole to pole, that wars may cease,  

Absorbed in prayer and praise: 

His reign shall know no end; 

And round His pierced feet 

Fair flowers of paradise extend  

Their fragrance ever sweet. 

 

Crown Him the Lord of years, 

The Potentate of time; 

Creator of the rolling spheres,  

Ineffably sublime. 

All hail, Redeemer, hail!  

For Thou hast died for me; 

Thy praise shall never, never fail  

Throughout eternity. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING SENTENCES                 (BASED ON PSALM 30) 

 

You have turned our mourning into dancing;  

You have taken off our sackcloth and clothed us with joy.  

Our souls may praise you and not be silent:  

O Lord our God, we will give thanks to you forever. 
 

GATHERING PRAYER                      (Acts 9, John 21) 
 

Lord of Life, you meet us on the road, challenge our prejudices, and upend our lives. 

Remove the scales from our eyes-that we may see the breadth of your love,  

the diversity of the ones we are called to love, and the joy of extending your welcome. 

Fill us with your Spirit, that we might love one another as our shepherd loves us.  Amen. 

 

OFFERING OURSELVES FOR RENEWAL 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY #329:    Break Thou the Bread of Life MARY A. LATHBURY 

 

Break Thou the bread of life,  

Dear Lord, to me, 

As Thou didst break the loaves  

Beside the sea; 

Beyond the sacred page  

I seek Thee, Lord; 

My spirit pants for Thee,  

O living Word! 

 



 

 

Bless Thou the truth, dear Lord,  

Now unto me, 

As Thou didst bless the bread  

By Galilee; 

Then shall all bondage cease,  

All fetters fall; 

And I shall find my peace,  

My all in all! 

 

TELLING THE TRUTH ABOUT OURSELVES    

 

Occasionally, God invites us into confession and repentance with a blinding light from the heavens. But often,  

God invites us into relationship over a humble cookfire. Let us illumine our lives using this prayer of confession. 

 

O Lord our God, we know that your throne is surrounded by the voices of many angels and that  

you are worshiped by the multitudes of the heavenly host, but we so often fail to join in their “amen.”  

We do not fall down and worship you as we know we should. We are distracted by our catch,  

by our high priests, by our mourning, and our doubts. Show yourself to us anew and  

give us the faith to cast our nets in other waters. Strengthen us to worship you alone 

 as the one on the throne and the Lamb slaughtered for all, even when we are in the depths of the pit. 

 

AN OFFERING OF GOD’S GRACE  (FROM PSALM 30) 

 

The Lord’s anger is but for a moment.  God’s favor is for a lifetime.  Weeping may linger for the night,  

but joy comes with the morning.  Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S  WORD 

 

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

 

In the reading and hearing of your Word, O God, remove the scales from our eyes  

that we may see your works and know your ways. 

 

PRAYER RESPONSE:   He is Lord  

He is Lord, He is Lord! 

He is risen from the dead and He is Lord. 

Every knee shall bow, every tongue confess 

That Jesus Christ is Lord. 

 

ENCOUNTERING SCRIPTURE 

 

PSALM 30 PEW BIBLE, 684 

 

JOHN 21:1-19 PEW BIBLE, 1322 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

THE WORD IN MUSIC:    Some Day   Soloist:   Sylvester Allen, Jr.      

 

THE WORD PROCLAIMED 

 Sermon:   “Meanwhile” RICK PURCELL, CRE 

 

 

 

 



 

 

THE LORD’S  SUPPER 

 

We will celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper today by inviting everyone who wants to participate up front to 

receive the bread and cup (we use gluten free bread and grape juice). If you are more comfortable remaining seated 

but would like to participate, raise your hand and we will come to your seat to serve you. We believe that Jesus invites 

everyone forward to his table to “taste and see,” and so we proclaim that all are welcome to participate.  

 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE   

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

COMMUNION BY THE PEOPLE 

 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 

 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

AN OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 

 

OFFERTORY  

 

*DOXOLOGY   #558:   Come Sing a Song of Easter FRED PRATT GREEN 

 

Come, sing a song of Easter, 

Of thanks for daily food! 

to offer God the first fruits 

Is old as gratitude. 

 

*BLESSING OUR GIFTS 

 

*CLOSING HYMN:   Thine Be the Glory EDMOND LOUIS BUDRY 

 

Thine is the glory,  

Risen, conquering Son; 

Endless is the victory  

Thou o’er death hast won. 

Angels in bright raiment  

Rolled the stone away, 

Kept the folded grave clothes  

Where Thy body lay. 

 

 

 



 

 

Refrain: 

Thine is the glory,  

Risen, conquering Son; 

Endless is the victory  

Thou o’er death hast won. 

 

Lo! Jesus meets us,  

Risen from the tomb; 

Lovingly He greets us,  

Scatters fear and gloom. 

Let the church with gladness 

Hymns of triumph sing, 

For the Lord now liveth;  

Death hath lost its sting. [Refrain] 

 

No more we doubt Thee,  

Glorious Prince of life! 

Life is naught without Thee;  

Aid us in our strife. 

Make us more than conquerors  

Through Thy deathless love; 

Bring us safe through Jordan  

To Thy home above. [Refrain] 

 

*SENDING 

 

Sing praises to the Lord, O you his faithful ones, and give thanks to God’s holy name.  

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the sweet communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you, those you love, and for whom you pray, this day and forevermore.  Amen. 

 

POSTLUDE:   Jesus Has Risen as He Said GERALD PETERSON 

 

 

 

____________________________ 

* Please stand in body or spirit. 

  



 

 

Our Faith Community @ Work 

 

WHAT’S  HAPPENING 

 

 

Sundays,  9:45am Bible Study   – Evie C. Marshall Room 

 

 

Tuesday, May 6
th
          10:30am    The Women of Bethany Church Gathering 

The Women of Bethany Church will come together on Tuesday,  May 6
th
 at 10:30am in the Evie C. 

Marshall classroom.   

 

 

Tuesday, May 20
th
    Trip to Billy Graham Library 

 

 

Tuesday, June 10
th
            Alamance Co. Mobile Library 

The Alamance County Public Libraries mobile library will be in the church parking lot 10:30 – 11:30. 

Please stop by and “check-out” this wonderful service the library has to share 

 

S.A.F.E. (Southern Alamance Family Empowerment) 

How we can help S.A.F.E. for the months of April and May?  They are asking for Breakfast items  

(Cereals, Granola Bars, Oatmeal, Breakfast Bars), Grape Jelly, Mac & Cheese, Pasta and Pasta Sauce  

and Green Beans. 

S.A.F.E. will be closed the 1
st
 and 5

th
 Saturday of the Month. 

Consider donating your plastic and paper bags. 

  



 

 

This Week’s Calendar:  

 

Sunday, May 4th        – Third Sunday of Easter – Communion, Pennies for Hunger 

    9:45 – Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall classroom 

 

  11:00 – Worship (In-Person & Live Stream) 

  

Tuesday, May 6th   

  10:30 – The Women of Bethany Church Gathering - Evie C. Marshall classroom 

 

Wednesday, May 7th   

  6:30 – Choir Practice 

  

Sunday, May 11th        – Fourth Sunday of Easter  

    9:45 – Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall classroom 

 

  11:00 – Worship (In-Person & Live Stream) 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Session 

Moderator: Rick Purcell, CRE 

Clerk: Randy Cousins 

Treasurer: Glenn Patterson 

 

 

Class of 2025: 

Donna Mitchell-Ayers 

Tina Patterson 

Nancy Purcell 

 

Class of 2026: 

Chip Allen 

Jean Payne 

Ben Russell 

 

Class of 2027: 

Karen Maxwell 

Kim Snyder 

Brandon Troxler 

 

1500 S. Main Street 

Graham, NC 27253 

www.bethanypreschurch.org 

336.227.4041 

 

Staff 

Pastor/CRE:  Rick Purcell – pastor4bethany@gmail.com       

Director of Music: Christopher Bagley – bethanypresmusic@gmail.com 

Office Administrator: Joy Saleeby – office@bethanypreschurch.org 

Bookkeeper: Pam Hurt – finance@bethanypreschurch.org 

 

 

Scan this QR code for fast, safe, and reliable online giving:  
 

 

 

 

Bethany Presbyterian is a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

 

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS BULLETIN IN THE BASKETS PROVIDED AT THE DOORS. 


