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GATHERING AS GOD’S  PEOPLE 

 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

Welcome to our service of worship. Although we are worshipping in a variety of locations, we still affirm that 

God is present in our worship, whether in-person or virtually. Our prayer is that all who worship with us this 

day will truly feel the presence of God in this time. Know that you are loved and we are so glad you are here!  

 

TRINITY CHIMES 

 

PRELUDE:   Jesus is My Hope  RACHEL SAWYER 

 

WELCOME  

 

*PROCESSIONAL #487:   When Morning Gilds the Skies SIR JOSEPH BARNBY 

 

When morning gilds the skies, 

My heart awaking cries: 

May Jesus Christ be praised! 

Alike at work and prayer 

To Jesus I repair: 

May Jesus Christ be praised! 

 

Does sadness fill my mind?  

A solace here I find: 

May Jesus Christ be praised! 

Or fades my earthly bliss?  

My comfort still is this: 

May Jesus Christ be praised! 



 

 

Let earth's wide circle round  

In joyful notes resound: 

May Jesus Christ be praised! 

Let air and sea and sky  

From depth to height reply: 

May Jesus Christ be praised! 

 

Be this, while life is mine,  

My canticle divine: 

May Jesus Christ be praised! 

Be this the eternal song  

Through all the ages long: 

May Jesus Christ be praised! 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING SENTENCES             (BASED ON PSALM 148) 

 

Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights! 

Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his host! 

Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars! 

Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens! 

Let them praise the name of the Lord, for he commanded and they were created. 

He established them forever and ever; he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed. 

 

GATHERING PRAYER                       (REVELATION 21, JOHN 13) 

 

Wipe away our tears, O God, for we are weary of weeping at the injustices of the world. 

You love us like a mother and protect us like a father. 

You restore our lives and claim us as your beloved children in a world made new. 

Dwell among us, we pray, that we may love one another, as you have loved us.  Amen. 

 

OFFERING OURSELVES FOR RENEWAL 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY:    Down at the Cross ELISHA A. HOFFMAN. 

 

Down at the cross where my Savior died, 

Down where for cleansing from sin I cried, 

There to my heart was the blood applied; 

Singin', Glory to His name! 

 

Refrain 

Glory to His name, Precious name. 

Glory to His name, Precious name 

There to my heart was the blood applied; 

singin' Glory to His name, His name! 

 

I am so wondrously saved from sin, 

Jesus so sweetly abides within; 

There at the cross where He took me in; 

singin' Glory to His name, His name! [Refrain] 

 

Oh, precious fountain that saves from sin, 

I am so glad I have entered in; 

There Jesus saves me and keeps me clean; 

singin' Glory to His name, His name! [Refrain] 



 

 

Come to this fountain so rich and sweet, 

Cast thy poor soul at the Savior’s feet; 

Plunge in today, and be made complete; 

singin' Glory to His name, His name! [Refrain] 

 

TELLING THE TRUTH ABOUT OURSELVES    

 

The world often judges by outward appearances, but Jesus reveals to us a deeper reality. When we fail to 

live in the new way of love he commands, we distance ourselves from the truth and pretend to possess a 

righteousness that is only ours through Christ. 

In this new promise, and knowing God’s steadfast love is trustworthy and true, let us confess our shortcomings 

together, seeking the Spirit’s new workings within us. 

 

Loving God, you call us to your merciful, gracious love, freely given without expectation or strings attached,  

like the unconditional love of a bridegroom. While we are eager to experience your mercy and 

grace in our own lives, we are quick to make our extension of your mercy and grace conditional for others, 

holding court in our own hearts. 

Forgive us, Redeeming God. And transform our hearts with your amazing grace and unconditional love so that 

our relationships and your world are transformed. 

 

AN OFFERING OF GOD’S GRACE   

 

Behold: The former things have passed away, and God’s grace flows like a river of new life.  

Friends, hear the good news: through the grace of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! You are made anew! 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S  WORD 

 

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

 

Gracious and Loving God, as you once declared, “See, I am making all things new.” So now, through  

your Holy Spirit, open our hearts and minds to your transforming word in Scripture. Grant us a new vision of 

the height, depth, and breadth of your trustworthy and true love, that we may be inspired to live as faithful 

disciples of Jesus Christ, reflecting the new creation you have begun in us. Amen. 

 

PRAYER RESPONSE:   He is Lord  

He is Lord, He is Lord! 

He is risen from the dead and He is Lord. 

Every knee shall bow, every tongue confess 

That Jesus Christ is Lord. 

 

ENCOUNTERING SCRIPTURE 

 

PSALM 148 PEW BIBLE, 780 

 

REVELATION 21:1-6 PEW BIBLE, 1509 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

THE WORD IN MUSIC:    Steal Away TRADITIONAL SPIRITUAL, ARR.BY BRAZEAL W. DENNARD 

 

THE WORD PROCLAIMED 

 Sermon:   “Understood.  Now What Do I Do?” REV.  STEVE MONROE 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

  



 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

AN OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 

 

OFFERTORY  

 

*DOXOLOGY   #558:   Come Sing a Song of Easter FRED PRATT GREEN 

 

Come, sing a song of Easter, 

of thanks for daily food! 

To offer God the first fruits 

Is old as gratitude. 

 

*BLESSING OUR GIFTS 

 

*CLOSING HYMN #538:   Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing JOHN FAWCETT 

 

Lord, dismiss us with Thy blessing; 

Fill our hearts with joy and peace; 

Let us each, Thy love possessing, 

Triumph in redeeming grace. 

O refresh us, O refresh us, 

Traveling through this wilderness. 

 

Thanks we give and adoration 

For Thy gospel’s joyful sound; 

May the fruits of Thy salvation 

In our hearts and lives abound. 

Ever faithful, Ever faithful 

To the truth may we be found. 

 

So that when Thy love shall call us, 

Savior, from the world away, 

Let no fear of death appall us, 

Glad Thy summons to obey. 

May we ever, May we ever 

Reign with Thee in endless day. 

*SENDING 

 

Friends, go forth in the new peace of Christ, empowered by the trust-worthy and true Spirit.  

Live as witnesses to God’s new creation, offering the living water of hope to all you meet.  

And may you go with the blessing of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — our Creator, Redeemer 

and Sustainer. Amen. 

 

POSTLUDE:   Song of Testimony JANET HARRIS 

 

____________________________ 

* Please stand in body or spirit. 



 

 

Our Faith Community @ Work 

 

WHAT’S  HAPPENING 

 

 

Sundays,  9:45am Bible Study   – Evie C. Marshall Room 

 

 

Tuesday, May 20
th
    Trip to Billy Graham Library 

 

 

Tuesday, June 3
rd 

          10:30am    The Women of Bethany Church Gathering 

The Women of Bethany Church will come together on Tuesday, June 3
rd
  

 at 10:30am in the Evie C. Marshall classroom.   

 

 

Tuesday, June 3
rd
             Alamance Co. Mobile Library 

Starting in June the Alamance County Public Libraries mobile library with be at Bethany on the first 

Tuesday of each month.  The mobile library will be in the church parking lot 10:30 – 11:30.  

Please stop by and “check-out” this wonderful service the library has to share 

 

 

S.A.F.E. (Southern Alamance Family Empowerment) 

How we can help S.A.F.E. for the months of April and May?  They are asking for Breakfast items  

(Cereals, Granola Bars, Oatmeal, Breakfast Bars), Grape Jelly, Mac & Cheese, Pasta and Pasta Sauce  

and Green Beans. 

S.A.F.E. will be closed the 1
st
 and 5

th
 Saturday of the Month. 

Consider donating your plastic and paper bags. 

  



 

 

This Week’s Calendar:  

 

Sunday, May 18th        – Fifth Sunday of Easter 

  11:00 – Worship (In-Person & Live Stream) 

  

Tuesday, May 20th    Trip to Billy Graham Library 

 

Wednesday, May 21st   

  6:30 – Choir Practice 

  

Sunday, May 25th        – Sixth Sunday of Easter  

    9:45 – Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall classroom 

 

  11:00 – Worship (In-Person & Live Stream) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Session 

Moderator: Rick Purcell, CRE 

Clerk: Randy Cousins 

Treasurer: Glenn Patterson 

 

 

Class of 2025: 

Donna Mitchell-Ayers 

Tina Patterson 

Nancy Purcell 

 

Class of 2026: 

Chip Allen 

Jean Payne 

Ben Russell 

 

Class of 2027: 

Karen Maxwell 

Kim Snyder 

Brandon Troxler 

1500 S. Main Street 

Graham, NC 27253 

www.bethanypreschurch.org 

336.227.4041 

 

Staff 

Pastor/CRE:  Rick Purcell – pastor4bethany@gmail.com       

Director of Music: Christopher Bagley – bethanypresmusic@gmail.com 

Office Administrator: Joy Saleeby – office@bethanypreschurch.org 

Bookkeeper: Pam Hurt – finance@bethanypreschurch.org 

 

 

Scan this QR code for fast, safe, and reliable online giving:  
 

 

 

 

Bethany Presbyterian is a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

 

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS BULLETIN IN THE BASKETS PROVIDED AT THE DOORS. 


