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GATHERING AS GOD’S  PEOPLE 

 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

Welcome to our service of worship. Although we are worshipping in a variety of locations, we still affirm that 

God is present in our worship, whether in-person or virtually. Our prayer is that all who worship with us this 

day will truly feel the presence of God in this time. Know that you are loved and we are so glad you are here!  

 

TRINITY CHIMES 

 

PRELUDE:   Let Peace Descend  LANI SMITH 

 

WELCOME  

 

*PROCESSIONAL #469:   Morning Has Broken ELEANOR FARJEON 

 

Morning has broken like the first morning, 

blackbird has spoken like the first bird. 

Praise for the singing! 

Praise for the morning! 

Praise for them, springing  

fresh from the Word! 

 

Sweet the rain’s new fall sunlit from heaven, 

like the first dewfall on the first grass. 

Praise for the sweetness  

of the wet garden, 

sprung in completeness  

where God’s feet pass. 



 

 

Mine is the sunlight!  

Mine is the morning born of the one light  

Eden saw play! 

Praise with elation,  

praise every morning, 

God’s recreation of the new day! 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING SENTENCES             (BASED ON PSALM 67) 

 

May God be gracious to us; May God bless us. 

We gather in worship, knowing God is here. 

May God’s face shine upon us. 

May God call us into the joyful work of creating peace. 

Let us worship our God in praise. 

 

GATHERING PRAYER                       (ACTS 16, JOHN 14) 

 

Guiding Spirit, you come to us in visions and dreams, showing us possibilities beyond our waking reality. 

Open our hearts this day, that we might understand Christ’s teaching and share his presence with others. 

Guide our footsteps on our journeys, that we might go where you send us and share your message of  

love and peace with all the world.  Amen. 

 

OFFERING OURSELVES FOR RENEWAL 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY:    I Danced in the Morning SYDNEY CARTER 

 

I danced in the morning when the world was begun, 

And I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun, 

And I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth, 

At Bethlehem I had my birth. 

 

Refrain 

"Dance, then, wherever you may be; 

I am the Lord of the Dance," said he. 

"I'll lead you all wherever you may be, 

I will lead you all in the Dance," said he. 

 

I danced for the scribe and the Pharisee, 

But they would not dance and they wouldn't follow me; 

I danced for the fishermen, for James and for John; 

They came with me and the dance went on. [Refrain] 

 

I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame, 

The holy people, they said it was a shame; 

They whipped and they stripped and they hung me high, 

And they left me there on a cross to die. [Refrain] 

 

I danced on a Friday when the sky turned black; 

It's hard to dance with the devil on your back; 

They buried my body and they thought I'd gone, 

But I am the dance and I still go on. [Refrain] 

 

 

 

 



 

 

They cut me down and I leapt up high, 

I am the life that'll never, never die, 

I'll live in you if you'll live in me; 

"I am the Lord of the Dance," said he. [Refrain] 

 

TELLING THE TRUTH ABOUT OURSELVES    

 

We come to God as we are: messy, joyful, imperfect, guilty, righteous. 

But most of all, we come to God as ourselves, human, in need of proclaiming, confessing, forgiving,  

in need of community. Let us come to God with all we are. 

 

God of the city, you call us to come to you in the world, but we disobey you.  

We choose power and profit over the acts of love that you exemplify for us again and again.  

We are content to work within systems that oppress instead of working to change things.  

We forget that everything comes from you, and that we are just stewards of what you have given.  

We seek out mountain tops instead of being among your people. Forgive us Lord, for the times that we 

forget your call to fully follow your example in the world.  

Embolden us to live fully in your call: to love our neighbor. 

 

AN OFFERING OF GOD’S GRACE   

 

God blesses us, again and again, despite the times that we mess up, despite us ignoring God.  

Friends, know and believe the good news of the Gospel: in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S  WORD 

 

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

 

God, speak loudly through your text. May we hear your truth, especially when it challenges us.  

Be the loud voice of love that we need to hear. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER RESPONSE:   He is Lord  

He is Lord, He is Lord! 

He is risen from the dead and He is Lord. 

Every knee shall bow, every tongue confess 

That Jesus Christ is Lord. 

 

ENCOUNTERING SCRIPTURE 

 

PSALM 67 PEW BIBLE, 714 

 

JOHN 14:23-29 PEW BIBLE, 1313 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

THE WORD IN MUSIC:    Great is Thy Faithfulness WILLIAM RUNYAN, THOMAS CHISHOLM; ARR. BY DAVID CLYDESDALES 

Soprano Soloist  -  Tina Patterson 

 

THE WORD PROCLAIMED 

 Sermon:   “Peace” RICK PURCELL, CRE 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

 



 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

AN OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 

 

OFFERTORY  

 

*DOXOLOGY   #558:   Come Sing a Song of Easter FRED PRATT GREEN 

 

Come, sing a song of Easter, 

of thanks for daily food! 

To offer God the first fruits 

Is old as gratitude. 

 

*BLESSING OUR GIFTS 

 

*CLOSING HYMN #341:   Blessed Assurance, Jesus is Mine! FANNY JANE CROSBY 

 

Blessed assurance: Jesus is mine!  

O what a foretaste of glory divine!  

Heir of salvation, purchase of God,  

Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood. 

 

Refrain  

This is my story, this is my song,  

Praising my Savior all the day long;  

This is my story, this is my song,  

Praising my Savior all the day long. 

 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, 

Visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 

Angels, descending, bring from above 

Echoes of mercy, whispers of love. (Refrain) 

 

Perfect submission, all is at rest,  

I in my Savior am happy and blest, 

Watching and waiting, looking above,  

filled with His goodness, lost in His love. (Refrain) 

 

CHORAL BENEDICTION:   My Peace 

 

*SENDING             (BASED ON JOHN 14:27) 

 

Jesus said: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.”  

Go out in peace, bringing God’s peace and love everywhere you go.  

And may the love of God, the kind of love that changes the world, be with you  

And seen in all that you do. Amen. 

 

POSTLUDE:   Ever in the Faith EDWARD BROUGHTON 

 

____________________________ 

* Please stand in body or spirit. 



 

 

Our Faith Community @ Work 

 

WHAT’S  HAPPENING 

 

 

Sundays,  9:45am Bible Study   – Evie C. Marshall Room 

 

 

Tuesday, June 3
rd 

          10:30am    The Women of Bethany Church Gathering 

The Women of Bethany Church will come together on Tuesday, June 3
rd
  

 at 10:30am in the Evie C. Marshall classroom.   

 

 

Tuesday, June 3
rd
             Alamance Co. Mobile Library 

Starting in June the Alamance County Public Libraries mobile library with be at Bethany on the first 

Tuesday of each month.  The mobile library will be in the church parking lot 10:30 – 11:30.  

Please stop by and “check-out” this wonderful service the library has to share 

 

 

Sunday, June 15
th
    Calling all Graduates! – Celebrating our Graduates in worship,  

Are you or is a member of your family celebrating a graduation this year? Whether you’re graduating 

preschool, high school, college, trade school, a professional program, doctoral work, or anything in 

between, please let us know so we can name and celebrate you/them during our liturgy to celebrate 

graduates that we will have on Sunday, June 15. 
 

 

S.A.F.E. (Southern Alamance Family Empowerment) 

How we can help S.A.F.E. for the months of April and May?  They are asking for Breakfast items  

(Cereals, Granola Bars, Oatmeal, Breakfast Bars), Grape Jelly, Mac & Cheese, Pasta and Pasta Sauce  

and Green Beans. 

S.A.F.E. will be closed the 1
st
 and 5

th
 Saturday of the Month. 

Consider donating your plastic and paper bags. 

  



 

 

This Week’s Calendar:  

 

Sunday, May 25th        – Sixth Sunday of Easter  

    9:45 – Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall classroom 

 

  11:00 – Worship (In-Person & Live Stream) 

  

Monday, May 26th    Memorial Day  -  Church Office closed 

 

Wednesday, May 28th   

  6:30 – Choir Practice 

  

Sunday, June 1
st
         – Seventh Sunday of Easter – Communion & Pennies for Hunger 

    9:45 – Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall classroom 

 

  11:00 – Worship (In-Person & Live Stream) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Session 

Moderator: Rick Purcell, CRE 

Clerk: Randy Cousins 

Treasurer: Glenn Patterson 

 

 

Class of 2025: 

Donna Mitchell-Ayers 

Tina Patterson 

Nancy Purcell 

 

Class of 2026: 

Chip Allen 

Jean Payne 

Ben Russell 

 

Class of 2027: 

Karen Maxwell 

Kim Snyder 

Brandon Troxler 

1500 S. Main Street 

Graham, NC 27253 

www.bethanypreschurch.org 

336.227.4041 

 

Staff 

Pastor/CRE:  Rick Purcell – pastor4bethany@gmail.com       

Director of Music: Christopher Bagley – bethanypresmusic@gmail.com 

Office Administrator: Joy Saleeby – office@bethanypreschurch.org 

Bookkeeper: Pam Hurt – finance@bethanypreschurch.org 

 

 

Scan this QR code for fast, safe, and reliable online giving:  
 

 

 

 

Bethany Presbyterian is a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

 

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS BULLETIN IN THE BASKETS PROVIDED AT THE DOORS. 


