Bethany Presbyterian Church

Graham, North Carolina
www.bethanypreschurch.org
www.facebook.conybethanypresbyterian

June 1, 2025 — 11:00 am
Seventh Sunday of Easter
Ascension Sunday
Communion
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GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

Welcome to our service of worship. Although we are worshipping in a variety of locations, we still affirm that
God is present in our worship, whether in-person or virtually. Our prayer is that all who worship with us this
day will truly feel the presence of God in this time. Know that you are loved and we are so glad you are here!

TRINITY CHIMES

PRELUDE: At His Table STEVEN SCOTT

WELCOME

*PROCESSIONAL #142: A/l Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name EDWARD PERRONET
All hail the power of Jesus’ Name!
Let angels prostrate fall;
Bring forth the royal diadem,
And crown Him Lord of all!
Bring forth the royal diadem,
And crown Him Lord of all!



Ye chosen seed of Israel’s race,
Ye ransomed from the fall,
Hail Him who saves you by His grace,
And crown Him Lord of all!
Hail Him who saves you by His grace,
And crown Him Lord of all!

Let every kindred, every tribe,
On this terrestrial ball,
To Him all majesty ascribe,
And crown Him Lord of all!
To Him all majesty ascribe,
And crown Him Lord of all!

O that with yonder sacred throng
We at His feet may fall!
We'll join the everlasting song,
And crown Him Lord of all!
We'll join the everlasting song,
And crown Him Lord of all!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING SENTENCES (BASED ON PSALM 97)

The Lord is king! Let the earth rejoice!

We tremble at God’s awesome works!

The heavens proclaim God's righteousness!
The Lord is our guard and protector!

Light dawns and joy fills our hearts!
Rejoice in the Lord and give thanks!

GATHERING PRAYER (LUKE 24, JOHN 17)

God of Grace and glory, shine through our worship, that we may know your presence.
Shine through our lives, that we may bring your presence to others.
Shine through our world, that all may come to know you, love you, and glorify your name. Amen.

OFFERING OURSELVES FOR RENEWAL
*HYMN OF THE DAY #507:  / Come With Joy BRIAN A. WREN

| come with joy to meet my Lord,
Forgiven, loved, and free,
In awe and wonder to recall
His life laid down for me,
His life laid down for me.

| come with Christians far and near
To find, as all are fed,
The new community of love
In Christ's communion bread,
In Christ's communion bread.



As Christ breaks bread, and bids us share,
Each proud division ends.
The love that made us, makes us one,
And strangers now are friends,
And strangers now are friends.

And thus with joy we meet our Lord.
His presence, always near,
Is in such friendship better known:
We see and praise Him here,
We see and praise Him here.

Together met, together bound
We'll go our different ways,
And as His people in the world,
We'll live and speak His praise,
We'll live and speak His praise.

TELLING THE TRUTH ABOUT QOURSELVES

We worry if we confess what rests heavily on our hearts, we will be judged and condemned.

Yet God desires we come close and open ourselves to the possibility of transformation and grace.
When we confess our sin, we acknowledge God’s love for us and Christ’s prayer for us,

opening ourselves to forgiveness and new life. Trusting in this love, let us confess our sins.

Merciful God, you desire that the world might see your light shine through us. Yet we confess we are often too
blinded by the glittering temptations of this world. We turn from your way, hurting the very

ones we were called to serve, in our action and our inaction. We grow frustrated with each other,

seeking to silence anything besides our own desires. We fail to see your righteousness and champion

greed and discord in the name of power and popularity. Forgive us. Melt us and mold us into more faithful
disciples, seeking your light, reflecting your mercy, and sharing your grace. Amen.

AN OFFERING OF GOD’S GRACE

Friends, who is in a position to condemn? Only Christ, and Christ alone, prays for us.
Christ reaches out with endless love and mercy.

Friends, believe the good news: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and made ready to love and serve. Alleluia.
Amen.

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

A PRAYER FOR |ILLUMINATION

Holy God, we are thirsty for your good Word. As we hear your Word read and proclaimed,
open our hearts to hear what you have to say to us.

Fill us with the light of your love that, having heard, we will be ready to go live more faithfully
and love more deeply. Amen.

PRAYER RESPONSE: He /s Lord
He is Lord, He is Lord!
He is risen from the dead and He is Lord.
Every knee shall bow, every tongue confess
That Jesus Christ is Lord.



ENCOUNTERING SCRIPTURE

PSALM 97 PEW BIBLE, 741
JOHN 17:20-26 PEW BIBLE, 1316
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE WORD IN MUSIC:  Even in the Valley REBECCA J. PECK & AMY MARIE ZIKA

THE WORD PROCLAIMED
Sermon: “Word Salad” RICK PURCELL, CRE

THE LORD’S SUPPER

We will celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper today by inviting everyone who wants to participate up front
to receive the bread and cup (we use gluten free bread and grape juice). If you are more comfortable remaining
seated but would like to participate, raise your hand and we will come to your seat to serve you. We believe that
Jesus invites everyone forward to his table to “taste and see,” and so we proclaim that all are welcome to
participate.

INVITATION TO THE TABLE
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debfors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
COMMUNION BY THE PEOPLE

The gifts of God for the people of God.

Thanks be to God.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
AN OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS

OFFERTORY
*DoXOLOGY #558: Come Sing a Song of Easter FRED PRATT GREEN

Come, sing a song of Easter,
of thanks for daily food!

To offer God the first fruits
Is old as gratitude.

*BLESSING OUR GIFTS



*CLOSING HYMN #155:  Rejoice, the Lord is King! CHARLES WESLEY

Rejoice, the Lord is King!
Your Lord and King adore!
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing,
And triumph evermore:

Lift up your heart, lift up your voice!
Rejoice, again | say, rejoice!

God's kingdom cannot fail,
Christ rules o’er earth and heaven;
The keys of death and hell
Are to our Jesus given:

Lift up your heart, lift up your voice!
Rejoice, again | say, rejoice!

Rejoice in glorious hope!
For Christ the Judge shall come
To glorify the saints
For their eternal home:
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice!
Rejoice, again | say, rejoice!

*SENDING

Go, walk bravely, and live into your calling.

Go, sing loudly, and tell the world of God’s love.

Go, shine brightly, and make visible the kingdom of God here and now.
May God'’s grace rain upon you, may Jesus’s love enfold you, may the
Spirit’s peace renew you for kingdom living, now and forever. Amen.

POSTLUDE: Rise, Go Joyously Into Life LANI SMITH

* Please stand in body or spirit.



Our Faith Community @ Work

WHAT’S HAPPENING

Sundays, 9:45am Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall Room

Tuesday, June 3™ 10:30am The Women of Bethany Church Gathering
The Women of Bethany Church will come together on Tuesday, June 3t
at 10:30am in the Evie C. Marshall classroom.

Tuesday, June 3+ Alamance Co. Mobile Library
Starting in June the Alamance County Public Libraries mobile library with be at Bethany on the first
Tuesday of each month. The mobile library will be in the church parking lot 10:30 — 11:30.
Please stop by and “check-out” this wonderful service the library has to share

Sunday, June 15%  Calling all Graduates! — Celebrating our Graduates in worship,
Are you or is a member of your family celebrating a graduation this year? Whether you're graduating
preschool, high school, college, trade school, a professional program, doctoral work, or anything in
between, please let us know so we can name and celebrate you/them during our liturgy to celebrate
graduates that we will have on Sunday, June 15.

S.A.F.E. (Southern Alamance Family Empowerment)
How we can help S.A.F.E. for the month of June? They are asking for Breakfast items
(Cereals, Granola Bars, Oatmeal, Breakfast Bars), Children and Adult diapers and Feminine products.
S.A.F.E. will be closed the 15 and 5™ Saturday of the Month.
Consider donating your plastic and paper bags.



This Week’s Calendar:
Sunday, June 1st — Seventh Sunday of Easter — Communion & Pennies for Hunger

9:45 — Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall classroom
11:00 — Worship (In-Person & Live Stream)

Tuesday, June 34 10:30a The Women of Bethany Church Gathering

Wednesday, June 4th
6:30 — Choir Practice

Sunday, June 8th — Pentecost
9:45 — Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall classroom

11:00 — Worship (In-Person & Live Stream)

bethany presbyterian

Session 7r
Moderator: Rick Purcell, CRE

Clerk: Randy Cousins
Treasurer: Glenn Patterson 1500 S. Main Street

Graham, NC 27253
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Class of 2025: 336.227.4041
Donna Mitchell-Ayers
Tina Patterson Staff
Nancy Purcell Pastor/CRE: Rick Purcell — pastor4bethany@gmail.com

Director of Music: Christopher Bagley — bethanypresmusic@gmail.com
Class of 2026: Office Administrator: Joy Saleeby — office@bethanypreschurch.org
Chip Allen Bookkeeper: Pam Hurt — finance@bethanypreschurch.org
Jean Payne
Ben Russell

Scan this QR code for fast, safe, and reliable online giving:

Class of 2027:
Karen Maxwell
Kim Snyder

Brandon Troxler

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS BULLETIN IN THE BASKETS PROVIDED AT THE DOORS.



