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June 8, 2025 — 11:00 am
Pentecost

Southern Steps

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP
Welcome to our service of worship. Although we are worshipping in a variety of locations, we still affirm that
God is present in our worship, whether in-person or virtually. Our prayer is that all who worship with us this
day will truly feel the presence of God in this time. Know that you are loved and we are so glad you are here!

TRINITY CHIMES

PRELUDE: 70 God Be the Glory EDWARD BROUGHTON
WELCOME
*PROCESSIONAL #129:  Come, O Spirit, Dwell Among Us JANIE ALFORD

Come, O Spirit, dwell among us,
Come with Pentecostal power;
Give the church a stronger vision,
Help us face each crucial hour.
Built upon a firm foundation,
Jesus Christ, the Cornerstone,

Still the church is called to mission
That God's love shall be made known.



We would raise our alleluias
For the grace of yester-years;
For tomorrow's unknown pathway,
Hear, O Lord, our humble prayers.
In the church's pilgrim journey
You have led us all the way,
Still in presence move before us,
Fire by night and cloud by day.

Come, O Spirit, dwell among us;
Give us words of fire and flame.
Help our feeble lips to praise You,
Glorify Your holy name.
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
Three in one: what mystery!
We would sing our loud hosannas
Now and through eternity.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING SENTENCES (BASED ON ACTS 2:1-4)

All together in one place;
they heard the rush of a violent wind;
it filled the entire house.

Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared and rested on each of them;,
they were filled with the Holy Spirit.

GATHERING PRAYER (ACTs 2)
God of wind and flame, pour out your Holy Spirit on a world in need of Pentecost fire.
Fill your people with courage and power, and set our hearts ablaze, that our young may have visions,
and our elders may dream dreams.

Ignite a passion within us to spread the good news of your glorious salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

OFFERING OURSELVES FOR RENEWAL

*HYMN OF THE DAY #126:  Come, Holy Spirit. Heavenly Dove ISAAC WATTS
Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove,
With all Thy quickening powers;
Kindle a flame of sacred love
In these cold hearts of ours.

In vain we tune our formal songs,
In vain we strive to rise;
Hosannas languish on our tongues,
And our devotion dies.

Dear Lord, and shall we ever live
At this poor dying rate?

Our love so faint, so cold to Thee,
And Thine to us so great!



Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove,
With all Thy quickening powers;
Come, shed abroad a Savior’s love,
And that shall kindle ours.

TELLING THE TRUTH ABOUT OURSELVES

God’s Spirit has gathered us for worship. Let us confess our sins and
get right with God.

Spirit of God, we build walls and barriers. We assume and stereotype. We devalue diversity and stick with what

is comfortable and familiar. Forgive our lack of courage. Embolden us to cross borders and boundaries of
difference. Fill us with your Holy Spirit that gathers us together and calls us to build beloved community. Amen.

AN OFFERING OF GOD’S GRACE (ACTs 2:21)

“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and freed. Amen

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

A PRAYER FOR |ILLUMINATION

Open our hearts and minds by the power of your Spirit, Holy God,
That we might hear and receive the message you intend for us today. Amen.

ENCOUNTERING SCRIPTURE

ACTS 2:1-21 PEW BIBLE, 1324
JOHN 14:8-17; 25-27 PEW BIBLE, 1312
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE WORD IN MUSIC:  / Wanna Be Ready ROSEPHANY POWELL

THE WORD PROCLAIMED
Sermon: “Pentecost” RICK PURCELL, CRE

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
AN OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS

OFFERTORY



*DOXOLOGY #592: Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*BLESSING OUR GIFTS

*CLOSING HYMN #128:  On Pentecost They Gathered

On Pentecost they gathered Quite early in the day,
A band of Christ’s disciples, To worship, sing, and pray.
A mighty wind came blowing, Filled all the swirling air,
And tongues of fire a-glowing Inspired each person there.

The people all around them Were startled and amazed
To understand their language, As Christ the Lord they praised.
What universal message, What great good news was here?
That Christ, once dead, is risen To vanquish all our fear.

God pours the Holy Spirit On all who would believe,

On women, men, and children Who would God'’s grace receive.

That Spirit knows no limit, Bestowing life and power.
The church, formed and reforming, Responds in every hour.

O Spirit, sent from Heaven On that day long ago,
Rekindle faith among us In all life’s ebb and flow.
O give us ears to listen And tongues aflame with praise,
So folk of every nation Glad songs of joy shall raise.

*SENDING

May the spark of God ignite you; May the love of Christ renew you;
May the Holy Spirit fill you on this Pentecost Sunday and the days to come.
Amen.

POSTLUDE: High Praise

* Please stand in body or spirit.

THOMAS KEN

JANE PARKER HUBER

RACHEL SAWYER



Our Faith Community @ Work

WHAT’S HAPPENING

Sundays, 9:45am Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall Room

Tuesday, June 10 10:30am The Women of Bethany Church Gathering (Rescheduled)
The Women of Bethany Church will come together on Tuesday, June 10" at 10:30am
in the Evie C. Marshall classroom.

Sunday, June 15" Calling all Graduates! — Celebrating our Graduates in worship,
Are you or is a member of your family celebrating a graduation this year? Whether you're graduating
preschool, high school, college, trade school, a professional program, doctoral work, or anything in
between, please let us know so we can name and celebrate you/them during our liturgy to celebrate
graduates that we will have on Sunday, June 15.

Tuesday, July 1 Alamance Co. Mobile Library
Starting in June the Alamance County Public Libraries mobile library with be at Bethany on the first
Tuesday of each month. The mobile library will be in the church parking lot 10:30 — 11:30.
Please stop by and “check-out” this wonderful service the library has to share

S.A.F.E. (Southern Alamance Family Empowerment)
How we can help S.A.F.E. for the month of June? They are asking for Breakfast items
(Cereals, Granola Bars, Oatmeal, Breakfast Bars), Children and Adult diapers and Feminine products.
S.A.F.E. will be closed the 15 and 5™ Saturday of the Month.
Consider donating your plastic and paper bags.



This Week’s Calendar:

Sunday, June 8t — Pentecost
9:45 — Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall classroom

11:00 — Worship (In-Person & Live Stream)

Tuesday, June 10" 10:30a The Women of Bethany Church Gathering

Wednesday, Junel1th
6:30 — Choir Practice

Sunday, June 15t — Trinity Sunday & Celebration of Graduates
9:45 — Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall classroom

11:00 — Worship (In-Person & Live Stream)
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