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GATHERING AS GOD’S  PEOPLE 

 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

Welcome to our service of worship. Although we are worshipping in a variety of locations, we still affirm that God 
is present in our worship, whether in-person or virtually. Our prayer is that all who worship with us this day will 
truly feel the presence of God in this time. Know that you are loved and we are so glad you are here!  

 

TRINITY CHIMES 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME  

 

*OPENING HYMN #469:   Morning Has Broken ELEANOR FARJEON 
 

Morning has broken like the first morning, 

blackbird has spoken like the first bird. 

Praise for the singing! 

Praise for the morning! 

Praise for them, springing fresh from the Word! 

 

Sweet the rain’s new fall sunlit from heaven, 

like the first dewfall on the first grass. 



 

 

Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden, 

sprung in completeness where God’s feet pass. 

 

 

Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning 

born of the one light Eden saw play! 

Praise with elation, praise every morning, 

God’s recreation of the new day! 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING SENTENCES            

 

Surely the Lord is in this place, and we did not know it. 

We do not know when and where God’s glorious presence will show up. 

Surely we are the Body of Christ. 

We cannot say to one another, “I have no need of you.” 

Surely our God is a mystery that cannot be contained. 

Let us worship our unpredictable and uncontrollable God!  
 

GATHERING PRAYER                   (GENESIS 28) 

 

Source of dreams, we seek to find deep renewal in our faithful worship and reflection. 

Sleeping humans are all around us, plugged into mindless activities like scrolling, playing games,  

or watching for the trend of the day, rather than the deep hope for our souls. 

Our friends often sleepwalk through the day, looking for ways to stay isolated, rather than connected, 

actively working to avoid conflict and relationship building. 

We seek to remember our connection with you, as generations before us and generations to come. 

Come into this space and enliven our hearts, that we may feel your creative spirit guiding us into  

the next steps of where we should go to bring people into a genuine community. 

Amen. 

 

OFFERING OURSELVES FOR RENEWAL 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                  (FROM THE SECOND HELVETIC CONFESSION) 

 

The Church is an assembly of the faithful, called or gathered out of the world. 

They are all citizens of the one city, Living under the same Lord, Under the same laws, 

and in the same fellowship with all good things. 

Those who are in the Church have one faith and one spirit; They worship but one God, 

and in God alone they worship in spirit and truth. 

Hence, we must be very careful not to judge before the time, Nor undertake to exclude, reject,  

or cut off those whom the Lord does not want to have excluded or rejected, And those whom  

we cannot eliminate without loss to the Church. 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY :   Just a Closer Walk with Thee ANONYMOUS 

 

I am weak but Thou art strong; 

Jesus, keep me from all wrong; 

I'll be satisfied as long 

As I walk, let me walk close to Thee. 

 

Refrain 

Just a closer walk with Thee, 

Grant it, Jesus, is my plea, 



 

 

Daily walking close to Thee, 

Let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 

 

Thro' this world of toil and snares, 

If I falter, Lord, who cares? 

Who with me my burden shares? 

None but Thee, dear Lord, none but Thee. [Refrain] 

When my feeble life is o'er, 

Time for me will be no more; 

Guide me gently, safely o'er 

To Thy kingdom shore, to Thy shore. [Refrain] 

 

TELLING THE TRUTH ABOUT OURSELVES                
 

Lord, you have searched us and found us wanting. You have known our inmost thoughts  

and called us to better things. You have set us in this world to love and serve you by loving and  

serving one another, to worship you by tending to those most vulnerable among us. 

When we fail, do not abandon us. When we go astray, call us back home. 

Search us O God, and know our hearts. Test us and know our thoughts.  

Root out the wicked ways in us, and lead us in the way everlasting. Amen. 

 

AN OFFERING OF GOD’S GRACE                 
 

Where can we go from God’s spirit, or where can we flee from God’s presence?  

Even if we take the wings of the morning or settle at the farthest limits of the sea, God’s hand will find us  

and hold us fast. Proclaim the good news with me:    

Our God does not abandon us to sin or brokenness. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and called back home.  

Thanks be to God. 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S  WORD 

 

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION            

 

Spirit who claims us and makes us your own, join us as we come to the Scriptures today.  

Reveal to us the Word within the words, that we might see Jesus and learn his way. Amen. 

 

ENCOUNTERING SCRIPTURE 

 

PSALM 139:1-12, 23-24  PEW BIBLE, 773 
 

MATTHEW 13:24-30,36-43 PEW BIBLE, 1187, 1188 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

THE WORD IN MUSIC:   The Lord’s My Shepherd                               EMMA LOU DIEMER 

  

THE WORD PROCLAIMED 

 Sermon:   “Wheat or Weeds” RICK PURCELL, CRE 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

AN OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 



 

 

 

OFFERTORY 

*DOXOLOGY #592:  Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow                                    THOMAS KEN 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise Him, all creatures here below. 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*BLESSING OUR GIFTS 

 

*CLOSING HYMN #438:   Blest Be the Tie That Binds JOHN FAWCETT 
 

Blest be the tie that binds 

Our hearts in Christian love; 

The fellowship of kindred minds 

Is like to that above. 

 

Before our Father’s throne 

We pour our ardent prayers; 

Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 

Our comforts and our cares. 

 

We share our mutual woes, 

Our mutual burdens bear, 

And often for each other flows 

The sympathizing tear. 

 

From sorrow, toil, and pain, 

And sin we shall be free; 

And perfect love and friendship reign 

Through all eternity. 

 

*SENDING                 

 

POSTLUDE  

____________________________ 

* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 



 

 

 

Our Faith Community @ Work 

 

WHAT’S  HAPPENING 

 

 

Sundays,  9:45am Bible Study   – Evie C. Marshall Room 

 

Wednesdays,     10:00am     Bethany Exercise Class  -  Evie C. Marshall Room 

Exercise classes are meeting on Wednesdays at 10:00am in the Evie C. Marshall classroom.  

Come join us for fun and fellowship. 

 

Tuesday, September 1
st
               10:30am    The Women of Bethany Church Gathering 

The Women of Bethany Church will come together on Tuesday, September 1
st
 at 10:30am. in the Evie 

C. Marshall classroom.   

 

Tuesday, August 4
th
                       Alamance Co. Mobile Library 

The Alamance County Public Libraries mobile library with be at Bethany on the first Tuesday of each 

month.  The mobile library will be in the church parking lot 10:30 – 11:30.  

Please stop by and “check-out” this wonderful service the library has to share. 

 

 

S.A.F.E. (Southern Alamance Family Empowerment) 

How can we help S.A.F.E. for during the month of July?  They are in most need of: 

Canned Meats  Spaghetti sauce 

Rice     Spaghetti noodles 

Pasta    Peanut Butter and Jelly 

Soup    Pet Food 

S.A.F.E. will be closed the 1
st
 and 5

th
 Saturday of the Month. 

Consider donating your paper bags. 

 



 

 

This Week’s Calendar:  

 

Sunday, July 19
th

    -   8
th

 Sunday after Pentecost    

    9:45 – Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall classroom 

 

  11:00 – Worship (In-Person & Live Stream).   

 

Wednesday, July 22
nd

          

  10:00 – Exercise class 

   7:00 pm – Choir Practice 

 

Sunday, July 26
th

    -   9
th

 Sunday after Pentecost   

    9:45 – Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall classroom 

 

  11:00 – Worship (In-Person & Live Stream).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Session 

Moderator: Rick Purcell, CRE 

Clerk: Randy Cousins 

Treasurer: Glenn Patterson 

 

 

Class of 2026: 

Chip Allen 

Jean Payne 

Ben Russell 

 

Class of 2027: 

Karen Maxwell 

Kim Snyder 

Brandon Troxler 

 

Class of 2028: 

Helen Brown 

Donna Mitchell-Ayers 

Nancy Purcell 
 

1500 S. Main Street 

Graham, NC 27253 

www.bethanypreschurch.org 

336.227.4041 

 

Staff 

Pastor/CRE:  Rick Purcell – pastor4bethany@gmail.com       

Director of Music: – bethanypresmusic@gmail.com 

Office Administrator: Joy Saleeby – office@bethanypreschurch.org 

Bookkeeper: Pam Hurt – finance@bethanypreschurch.org 
 
 

Scan this QR code for fast, safe, and reliable online giving:  

 
 

 

 

Bethany Presbyterian is a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

 

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS BULLETIN IN THE BASKETS PROVIDED AT THE DOORS. 


