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GATHERING AS GOD’S  PEOPLE 

 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

Welcome to our service of worship. Although we are worshipping in a variety of locations, we still affirm that God 
is present in our worship, whether in-person or virtually. Our prayer is that all who worship with us this day will 
truly feel the presence of God in this time. Know that you are loved and we are so glad you are here!  

 

TRINITY CHIMES 

 

PRELUDE:   Allegro Molto            Emily Davis, Bassoon                             ANTONIO VIVALDI 

 

WELCOME  

 

*OPENING HYMN #341:   Blessed Assurance FANNY JANE CROSBY 
 

Blessed assurance: Jesus is mine!  

O what a foretaste of glory divine!  

Heir of salvation, purchase of God,  

Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood.  

 

Refrain  

This is my story, this is my song,  

Praising my Savior all the day long;  

This is my story, this is my song,  

Praising my Savior all the day long.  



 

 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, 

Visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 

Angels, descending, bring from above 

Echoes of mercy, whispers of love. (Refrain) 

 

Perfect submission, all is at rest,  

I in my Savior am happy and blest, 

Watching and waiting, looking above,  

filled with His goodness, lost in His love. (Refrain) 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING SENTENCES                      (FROM PSALM 119) 

 

The decrees of the Lord are wonderful, 

The unfolding of God’s word gives light and understanding. 

Turn to us, O God, and be gracious to us. 

Make your face shine upon your servants. 

We come together to worship the living God. 
 

GATHERING PRAYER                (ROMANS 8, MATTHEW 13) 

 

Loving God, thank you for calling us to worship today.  Thank you for sending your Spirit to speak to  

and for our spirits, strengthening our weary souls and empowering us to live and serve. 

Send your Spirit into our worship today, that we may fully sense your presence and embrace your  

mysterious wisdom.  In your holy name, we pray.  Amen. 

 

OFFERING OURSELVES FOR RENEWAL 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                (FROM THE BARMEN DECLARATION, 8.14-8.16) 

 

As Jesus Christ is God’s assurance of the forgiveness of all our sins, so in the same way and with the  

same seriousness is he also God’s mighty claim upon our whole life. Through him befalls us a joyful 

deliverance from the godless fetters of this world for a free, grateful service to his creatures.  

We reject the false doctrine, as though there were areas of our life in which we would not belong  

to Jesus Christ, but to other lords — areas in which we would not need justification and sanctification  

through him. 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY #473:   For the Beauty of the Earth FOLLIOTT SANFORD PIERPOINT 

 

For the beauty of the earth, 

For the glory of the skies, 

For the love which from our birth 

Over and around us lies. 

 

Refrain 

Lord of all, to Thee we raise, 

This our hymn of grateful praise. 

 

For the wonder of each hour 

Of the day and of the night, 

Hill and vale, and tree and flower, 

Sun and moon, and stars of light. (Refrain) 

 

For the joy of ear and eye, 

For the heart and mind’s delight, 



 

 

For the mystic harmony 

Linking sense to sound and sight. (Refrain) 

 

For the joy of human love, 

Brother, sister, parent, child, 

Friends on earth and friends above, 

For all gentle thoughts and mild. (Refrain) 

 

For Thy Church, that evermore 

Lifteth holy hands above, 

Offering up on every shore 

Her pure sacrifice of love. (Refrain) 

 

TELLING THE TRUTH ABOUT OURSELVES                
 

God of grace, we want to understand what the kingdom of heaven is like, but our minds are clouded by  

cares and concerns of the world. We fail to trust your power, hidden in all things. We fail to watch for you, 

working out your purposes in mysterious ways. We fail to be whole-hearted in our faith and discipleship.  

We fail to put our trust in the treasures of your kingdom instead of the treasures of the world. Gracious God, 

hidden and manifest, give us eyes to see and ears to hear your good news for the world even here and now. 

Transform our lives and our world by your grace. 

 

Silent prayer of confession. 

 

AN OFFERING OF GOD’S GRACE                 
 

Friends, hear these words, and listen to this good news; the empires of this world will rise and fall,  

but the mercy of the Lord will never end. 

 

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, thanks be to God. 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S  WORD 

 

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION            

 

Inspire us by your Holy Spirit that the words we read on the page might become living words in  

our hearts and lives as we encounter the grace, love and peace of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

ENCOUNTERING SCRIPTURE 

 

PSALM 128  PEW BIBLE, 768 
 

MATTHEW 13:31-33, 44-52 PEW BIBLE, 1187 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

THE WORD IN MUSIC:   Lead Me Home                  JOEL RANEY 

  

THE WORD PROCLAIMED 

 Sermon:   “Lurking” RICK PURCELL, CRE 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  



 

 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

AN OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 

 

OFFERTORY:   When Peace Like a River  DOUGLAS WAGNER 

 

*DOXOLOGY #592:  Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow                                    THOMAS KEN 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise Him, all creatures here below. 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*BLESSING OUR GIFTS 

 

*CLOSING HYMN #324:   Open My Eyes That I May See CLARA H. SCOTT 
 

Open my eyes, that I may see 

Glimpses of truth Thou hast for me; 

Place in my hands the wonderful key 

That shall unclasp and set me free. 

 

Refrain 

Silently now I wait for Thee, 

Ready, my God, Thy will to see; 

Open my eyes (ears, heart), illumine me, 

Spirit divine! 

 

Open my ears, that I may hear 

Voices of truth Thou sendest clear; 

And while the wave notes fall on my ear, 

Everything false will disappear. (Refrain) 

 

Open my mouth, and let me bear, 

Gladly the warm truth everywhere; 

Open my heart and let me prepare 

Love with Thy children thus to share. (Refrain) 

 

*SENDING                 

 

POSTLUDE:   Classical Postlude   FRANZ JOSEPH HAYDN 

____________________________ 

* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 



 

 

 

Our Faith Community @ Work 

 

WHAT’S  HAPPENING 

 

 

Sundays,  9:45am Bible Study   – Evie C. Marshall Room 

 

Wednesdays,     10:00am     Bethany Exercise Class  -  Evie C. Marshall Room 

Exercise classes are meeting on Wednesdays at 10:00am in the Evie C. Marshall classroom.  

Come join us for fun and fellowship. 

 

Tuesday, September 1
st
               10:30am    The Women of Bethany Church Gathering 

The Women of Bethany Church will come together on Tuesday, September 1
st
 at 10:30am. in the Evie 

C. Marshall classroom.   

 

Tuesday, August 4
th
                       Alamance Co. Mobile Library 

The Alamance County Public Libraries mobile library with be at Bethany on the first Tuesday of each 

month.  The mobile library will be in the church parking lot 10:30 – 11:30.  

Please stop by and “check-out” this wonderful service the library has to share. 

 

 

S.A.F.E. (Southern Alamance Family Empowerment) 

How can we help S.A.F.E. for during the month of July?  They are in most need of: 

Pet Food   Spaghetti sauce 

Rice     Spaghetti noodles 

Pasta    Peanut Butter and Jelly 

Soup    Canned Meats 

S.A.F.E. will be closed the 1
st
 and 5

th
 Saturday of the Month. 

Consider donating your paper bags. 

 



 

 

 

This Week’s Calendar:  

 

Sunday, July 26
th

    -   9
th

 Sunday after Pentecost   

    9:45 – Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall classroom 

 

  11:00 – Worship (In-Person & Live Stream).   

 

Wednesday, July 29
th

           

  10:00 – Exercise class 

   7:00 pm – Choir Practice 

 

Sunday, August 2
nd

    -   10
th

 Sunday after Pentecost  -  Communion & Pennies for Hunger 

    9:45 – Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall classroom 

 

  11:00 – Worship (In-Person & Live Stream).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Session 

Moderator: Rick Purcell, CRE 

Clerk: Randy Cousins 

Treasurer: Glenn Patterson 

 

 

Class of 2026: 

Chip Allen 

Jean Payne 

Ben Russell 

 

Class of 2027: 

Karen Maxwell 

Kim Snyder 

Brandon Troxler 

 

Class of 2028: 

Helen Brown 

Donna Mitchell-Ayers 

Nancy Purcell 
 

1500 S. Main Street 

Graham, NC 27253 

www.bethanypreschurch.org 

336.227.4041 

 

Staff 

Pastor/CRE:  Rick Purcell – pastor4bethany@gmail.com       

Director of Music: – bethanypresmusic@gmail.com 

Office Administrator: Joy Saleeby – office@bethanypreschurch.org 

Bookkeeper: Pam Hurt – finance@bethanypreschurch.org 
 
 

Scan this QR code for fast, safe, and reliable online giving:  

 
 

 

 

Bethany Presbyterian is a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

 

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS BULLETIN IN THE BASKETS PROVIDED AT THE DOORS. 


