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August 2, 2026 — 11:00 am
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

Welcome to our service of worship. Although we are worshipping in a variety of locations, we still affirm that God
is present in our worship, whether in-person or virtually. Our prayer is that all who worship with us this day will
truly feel the presence of God in this time. Know that you are loved and we are so glad you are here!

TRINITY CHIMES
PRELUDE

WELCOME

*OPENING HYMN #356: Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing ROBERT ROBINSON
Come, Thou Fount of every blessing,
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet,
Sung by flaming tongues above;
Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it,
Mount of God's unchanging love!



Here | raise my Ebenezer,
Hither by Thy help I'm come;
And | hope, by Thy good pleasure,
Safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wandering from the fold of God;
He, to rescue me from danger,
Interposed his precious blood.

O to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be!
Let that grace now, like a fetter,
Bind my wandering heart to Thee:
Prone to wander, Lord, | feel it,
Prone to leave the God | love;
Here's my heart, O take and seal it,
Seal it for Thy courts above.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING SENTENCES (FROM PSALM 145:8-9, 14-18)
The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
The Lord is good to all, and God’s compassion is over all that God has made.
The Lord upholds all who are falling and raises up all who are bowed down.
The eyes of all look to you, God, and you give them their food in due season.
You open your hand, satisfying the desire of every living thing.
The Lord is just in all God’s ways, and kind in all God’s doings.
The Lord is near to all who call on the Lord, to all who call on the Lord in truth.

GATHERING PRAYER (GENES's 32)
Even when our faith falters, O Lord, we will not let you go.
Even though we are battered and bruised, O God, we will not let you go.
Even when our bellies are empty, we know your presence will satisfy us.
We need your blessings, O God, and we will not let you go. Amen.

OFFERING OURSELVES FOR RENEWAL

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (FROM A DECLARATION OF FAITH, 1977)

Jesus Christ stands at the center of the biblical record. The Bible is the account of God’s word and
action in history, together with his people’s response in faith.

It tells how the Lord has moved with Israel and the church towards the kingdom of God,

his just and loving rule over all.

It is the story of the one God, who is the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

That story is still unfolding and in faith we make it our own. It forms our memory and our hope.
It tells us who we are and what we are to do. To retell it is to declare what we believe.

*HYMN OF THE DAY #525: Here | Am, Lord DANIEL L. SCHUTTE

I, the Lord of sea and sky, | have heard my people cry.
All who dwell in dark and sin, My hand will save.
|, who made the stars of night, | will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them?
Whom shall | send?



Refrain
Here | am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?
| have heard you calling in the night.
| will go, Lord, if you lead me.
I will hold your people in my heart.

I, the Lord of snow and rain, | have borne my people’s pain.
| have wept for love of them, They turn away.
| will break their hearts of stone, Give them hearts for love alone.
I will speak my words to them.
Whom shall | send? (Refrain)

I, the Lord of wind and flame, | will send the poor and lame.
| will set a feast for them, My hand will save.
Finest bread | will provide, 'Til their hearts be satisfied.
I will give my life to them.
Whom shall | send? (Refrain)

TELLING THE TRUTH ABOUT OQURSELVES

Holy God, you have revealed yourself to us in Jesus Christ. Everything we need to know about you has
been shown. Your goodness, mercy, healing and renewal are on full display. But sometimes we do

not see what is right before us. Sometimes we miss the miracle. We misunderstand you, and so we
misunderstand the world. Forgive us, we pray. Restore to us the ability to see you as you reveal yourself.
Renew within us the capacity to perceive your way in the world, for this life, and in the life that is to come.
We pray it in Jesus” name, and for his sake...

AN OFFERING OF GOD’Ss GRACE (2 CORINTHIANS 5:17-19)

If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see: everything has become new.
All this is from God, who reconciled us to God's self through Christ, and has given us the ministry of
reconciliation.

Believe the promise of the Gospel: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Holy God, amidst the flood of words that barrage us daily, speak your eternal Word that offers life,
and bless us in its hearing, through Christ our Lord, Amen.

ENCOUNTERING SCRIPTURE

PsALM 17:1-7, 15 PEW BIBLE, 674
MATTHEW 14:13-21 PEW BIBLE, 1189
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE WORD IN MUSIC: In the Garden Duet: Randy Cousins & Josh Williford

THE WORD PROCLAIMED
Sermon: “You Give Them Something to Fat” RICK PURCELL, CRE



THE LORD’S SUPPER

We will celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper today by inviting everyone who wants to participate up front
to receive the bread and cup (we use gluten free bread and grape juice). If you are more comfortable remaining
seated but would like to participate, raise your hand and we will come to your seat to serve you. We believe that
Jesus invites everyone forward to his table to “taste and see,” and so we proclaim that all are welcome to participate.

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

COMMUNION BY THE PEOPLE
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
AN OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS

OFFERTORY
*DOXOLOGY #592: Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow THOMAS KEN

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him, all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host.

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*BLESSING OUR GIFTS

*CLOSING HYMN #379: My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less EDWARD MOTE

My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
| dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.

Refrain
On Christ, the solid Rock | stand;
All other ground is sinking sand,
All other ground is sinking sand.

When darkness veils His lovely face,
| rest on His unchanging grace;
In every high and stormy gale,
My anchor holds within the veil. (Refrain)

His oath, His covenant, His blood
Support me in the whelming flood;
When all around my soul gives way,
He then is all my hope and stay. (Refrain)



When He shall come with trumpet sound,
Oh may I then in Him be found,
Dressed in His righteousness alone,
Faultless to stand before the throne. (Refrain)

*SENDING

POSTLUDE

* Please stand in bodly or spirit.

Our Faith Community @ Work

1r WHAT’S HAPPENING

Sundays, 9:45am Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall Room

Wednesdays, 10:00am Bethany Exercise Class - Evie C. Marshall Room
Exercise classes are meeting on Wednesdays at 10:00am in the Evie C. Marshall classroom.
Come join us for fun and fellowship.

Tuesday, September 1% 10:30am The Women of Bethany Church Gathering
The Women of Bethany Church will come together on Tuesday, September 1t at 10:30am. in the Evie
C. Marshall classroom.

Tuesday, August 4t Alamance Co. Mobile Library
The Alamance County Public Libraries mobile library with be at Bethany on the first Tuesday of each
month. The mobile library will be in the church parking lot 10:30 — 11:30.
Please stop by and “check-out” this wonderful service the library has to share.

S.A.F.E. (Southern Alamance Family Empowerment)
How can we help S.A.F.E. for during the month of August? They are in most need of:

Pet Food Spaghetti sauce

Rice Spaghetti noodles
Pasta Peanut Butter and Jelly
Soup Canned Meats

S.A.F.E. will be closed the 15 and 5™ Saturday of the Month.
Consider donating your paper bags.



This Week’s Calendar:

Sunday, August 2nd - 10th Sunday after Pentecost - Communion & Pennies for Hunger
9:45 — Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall classroom

11:00 — Worship (In-Person & Live Stream).

Wednesday, August 5t

10:00 — Exercise class

7:00 pm — Choir Practice

Sunday, August 9t - 11th Sunday after Pentecost
9:45 — Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall classroom

11:00 — Worship (In-Person & Live Stream).
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Staff

Pastor/CRE: Rick Purcell — pastor4bethany@gmail.com

Director of Music: — bethanypresmusic@gmail.com

Office Administrator: Joy Saleeby — office@bethanypreschurch.org
Bookkeeper: Pam Hurt — finance@bethanypreschurch.org

Scan this QR code for fast, safe, and reliable online giving:

Bethany Presbyterian is a Stephen Ministry Congregation

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS BULLETIN IN THE BASKETS PROVIDED AT THE DOORS.



