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GATHERING AS GOD’S  PEOPLE 

 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

Welcome to our service of worship. Although we are worshipping in a variety of locations, we still affirm that God 
is present in our worship, whether in-person or virtually. Our prayer is that all who worship with us this day will 
truly feel the presence of God in this time. Know that you are loved and we are so glad you are here!  

 

TRINITY CHIMES 

 

PRELUDE:  Joy in God RICHARD BLAKE 

 

WELCOME  

 

*OPENING HYMN :   Faith of Our Fathers  FREDERICK WILLIAM FABER 
 

Faith of our fathers, living still, 

in spite of dungeon, fire, and sword; 

O how our hearts beat high with joy 

whene'er we hear that glorious word! 

 

Refrain 

Faith of our fathers, holy faith! 

We will be true to thee till death. 

 



 

 

Faith of our fathers, we will strive 

to win all nations unto thee; 

and through the truth that comes from God, 

we all shall then be truly free. [Refrain)] 

 

Faith of our fathers, we will love 

both friend and foe in all our strife; 

and preach thee, too, as love knows how 

by kindly words and virtuous life. [Refrain] 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING SENTENCES                 (PSALM 67) 

 

May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us, that your way may be known  

upon earth, your saving power among all nations. 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations upon earth. 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 

The earth has yielded its increase; God has blessed us. 

May God continue to bless us; let all the ends of the earth revere him. 

 

GATHERING PRAYER                  (GENESIS 45, PSALM 133, ROMANS 11, MATTHEWS 15) 

 

Eternal God, heal the wounds that block our unity as your beloved children.  Ease the hurts and betrays  

the block us from embracing the balm of your forgiveness.  Cast out the fears that prevent us from seeking  

your peace and reconciliation.  Even when our hearts are pierced with anguish, send us friends who will  

bring us solace, through your loving Spirit.  Amen. 

 

OFFERING OURSELVES FOR RENEWAL 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                 (THE CONFESSION OF 1967, INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE ED.) 

 

God’s sovereign love is a mystery beyond the reach of the human mind. Human thought ascribes to God 

superlatives of power, wisdom, and goodness. But God reveals divine love in Jesus Christ by 

showing power in the form of a servant, wisdom in the folly of the cross, and goodness in receiving sinful  

men and women. The power of God’s love in Christ to transform the world discloses that the 

Redeemer is the Lord and Creator who made all things to serve the purpose of God’s love. Amen. 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY #467:   How Great Thou Art CARL BOBERG 

 

O Lord, my God, when I in awesome wonder 

consider all the works thy hands hath made, 

I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 

thy pow'r throughout the universe displayed; 

 

Refrain 

Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee: 

How great thou art! How great thou art! 

Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee: 

How great thou art! How great thou art! 

 

When through the woods and forest glades I wander, 

and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 

when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 

and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze; [Refrain] 

 



 

 

And when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 

sent him to die, I scarce can take it in, 

that on the cross my burden gladly bearing 

he bled and died to take away my sin; [Refrain] 

 

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 

and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 

Then I shall bow in humble adoration 

and there proclaim: "My God, how great thou art!" [Refrain] 

 

TELLING THE TRUTH ABOUT OURSELVES               (ROMANS 11,ISAIAH 56) 

 

Merciful God, your world cries out. The fruits of our disobedience are harming your creation. You tasked  

us to be good stewards of your creation and we have fallen short. You challenged us to love God and love 

our neighbor, and we have failed to show that love. 

You promise to bring all people joyfully together in a house of prayer on your holy mountain. We find  

ways to stay apart. 

Bring us together, O Lord. Empower us with a spirit of love for you and love for all our neighbors. Help  

us live lives of service to you so that all your children will know your peace. 

Forgive us when we fall short and continue to transform your world, leading us to your promised kingdom. 

In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

AN OFFERING OF GOD’S GRACE                        (ROMANS 11:29) 

 

Paul writes: “I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! For the gifts and the calling of God are 

irrevocable.” God has shown us mercy and God will be merciful to all. Hear and believe this good news:  

in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Amen. 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S  WORD 

 

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                        (ISAIAH 56:1) 

 

“Thus says the Lord: Maintain justice and do what is right, for soon my salvation will come and my  

deliverance be revealed.” Let us pray. God of every time and place, may your Spirit move among us so  

that the words we hear and the words we speak will be to your glory, will lead towards justice, and will  

reveal to us your salvation and deliverance. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

ENCOUNTERING SCRIPTURE 

 

PSALM 133  PEW BIBLE, 770 
 

MATTHEW 15:(10-20) 21-28 PEW BIBLE, 1190 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

THE WORD IN MUSIC:   There Is A Balm in Gilead ROBERT LAU 

 

THE WORD PROCLAIMED 

 Sermon:   “Crumbs” RICK PURCELL, CP 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  



 

 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

AN OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 

 

OFFERTORY:   I Am Thine, O Lord MARY MCDONALD 

 

*DOXOLOGY #592:  Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow                                    THOMAS KEN 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise Him, all creatures here below. 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*BLESSING OUR GIFTS 

 

*CLOSING HYMN:   Sweet Hour of Prayer WILLIAM W. WALFORD 

 

Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer! 

that calls me from a world of care, 

and bids me at my Father's throne 

make all my wants and wishes known. 

In seasons of distress and grief, 

my soul has often found relief, 

and oft escaped the tempter's snare 

by thy return, sweet hour of prayer! 

 

Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer! 

the joys I feel, the bliss I share 

of those whose anxious spirits burn 

with strong desires for thy return! 

With such I hasten to the place 

where God my Savior shows his face, 

and gladly take my station there, 

and wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer! 

 

Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer! 

thy wings shall my petition bear 

to him whose truth and faithfulness 

engage the waiting soul to bless. 

And since he bids me seek his face, 

believe his word, and trust his grace, 

I'll cast on him my every care, 

and wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer! 

 

*SENDING                 

 

POSTLUDE:   The Call to Victory DAVID PAXTON 

____________________________ 

* Please stand in body or spirit. 
  



 

 

 

Our Faith Community @ Work 

 

WHAT’S  HAPPENING 

 

 

Sundays,  9:45am Bible Study   – Evie C. Marshall Room 

 

Wednesdays,     10:00am     Bethany Exercise Class  -  Evie C. Marshall Room 

Exercise classes are meeting on Wednesdays at 10:00am in the Evie C. Marshall classroom.  

Come join us for fun and fellowship. 

 

Tuesday, September 1
st
               10:30am    The Women of Bethany Church Gathering 

The Women of Bethany Church will come together on Tuesday, September 1
st
 at 10:30am. in the Evie 

C. Marshall classroom.   

 

Tuesday, September 1
st
                        Alamance Co. Mobile Library 

The Alamance County Public Libraries mobile library with be at Bethany on the first Tuesday of each 

month.  The mobile library will be in the church parking lot 10:30 – 11:30.  

Please stop by and “check-out” this wonderful service the library has to share. 

 

 

S.A.F.E. (Southern Alamance Family Empowerment) 

How can we help S.A.F.E. for during the month of August?  They are in most need of: 

Pet Food    Spaghetti sauce 

Rice     Spaghetti noodles 

Pasta    Peanut Butter and Jelly 

Soup    Canned Meats 

S.A.F.E. will be closed the 1
st
 and 5

th
 Saturday of the Month. 

Consider donating your paper bags. 

  



 

 

This Week’s Calendar:  

 

Sunday, August 16
th
    -   12

th
 Sunday after Pentecost   

    9:45 – Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall classroom 

 

  11:00 – Worship (In-Person & Live Stream).   

 

Wednesday, August 19
th
           

  10:00 – Exercise class 

   7:00 pm – Choir Practice 

 

Sunday, August 23rd    -   13
th

 Sunday after Pentecost   

    9:45 – Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall classroom 

 

  11:00 – Worship (In-Person & Live Stream).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Session 

Moderator: Rick Purcell, CP 

Clerk: Randy Cousins 

Treasurer: Glenn Patterson 

 

 

Class of 2026: 

Chip Allen 

Jean Payne 

Ben Russell 

 

Class of 2027: 

Karen Maxwell 

Kim Snyder 

Brandon Troxler 

 

Class of 2028: 

Helen Brown 

Donna Mitchell-Ayers 

Nancy Purcell 
 

1500 S. Main Street 

Graham, NC 27253 

www.bethanypreschurch.org 

336.227.4041 

 

Staff 

Pastor/CP:  Rick Purcell – pastor4bethany@gmail.com       

Director of Music: – bethanypresmusic@gmail.com 

Office Administrator: Joy Saleeby – office@bethanypreschurch.org 

Bookkeeper: Pam Hurt – finance@bethanypreschurch.org 
 
 

Scan this QR code for fast, safe, and reliable online giving:  

 
 

 

 

Bethany Presbyterian is a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

 

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS BULLETIN IN THE BASKETS PROVIDED AT THE DOORS. 


