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GATHERING AS GOD’S  PEOPLE 

 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

Welcome to our service of worship. Although we are worshipping in a variety of locations, we still affirm that God 
is present in our worship, whether in-person or virtually. Our prayer is that all who worship with us this day will 
truly feel the presence of God in this time. Know that you are loved and we are so glad you are here!  

 

TRINITY CHIMES 

 

PRELUDE:  It Is Well HARRIS 

 

WELCOME  

 

*OPENING HYMN #92:   Beneath the Cross of Jesus   ELIZABETH CECILIA D. CLEPHANE 
 

Beneath the cross of Jesus I fain would take my stand, 

The shadow of a mighty rock Within a weary land; 

A home within the wilderness, A rest upon the way, 

From the burning of the noontide heat, And the burden of the day. 

 

Upon that cross of Jesus Mine eye at times can see 

The very dying form of One Who suffered there for me; 

And from my stricken heart with tears Two wonders I confess: 

The wonders of redeeming love And my unworthiness. 

 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING SENTENCES             

 

Hear O Israel! I am calling! Are you listening? 

We are here and we are ready. 

Beloved Children, who do you say that I am? 

You are our rock and our redeemer. Our trust is in you. Our hearts, minds and souls belong to you! 

I created you, named you and have a calling for your life. 

We give thanks with our whole hearts for your steadfast love! 

 

GATHERING PRAYER               (ROMANS 12) 

 

Gracious God, we present our very lives as holy and living sacrifices to your purposes. 

During this time of worship, we seek the renewal of our minds and the strengthening of our spirits. 

Show us your will, that we may know what is good, acceptable, and perfect in your sight.  Amen. 

 

OFFERING OURSELVES FOR RENEWAL 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                 (THE CONFESSION OF 1967, INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE ED.) 

 

9.24 The new life finds its direction in the life of Jesus, his deeds and words, his struggles against temptation,  

his compassion, his anger, and his willingness to suffer death. The teaching of apostles and prophets guides  

men and women in living this life, and the Christian community nurtures and equips them for their ministries. 

 

9.25 The members of the church are emissaries of peace and seek the good of all in cooperation with  

powers and authorities in politics, culture, and economics. But they have to fight against pretensions 

and injustices when these same powers endanger human welfare. Their strength is in their confidence  

that God’s purpose rather than human schemes will finally prevail. 

 

9.26 Life in Christ is life eternal. The resurrection of Jesus is the sign that God will consummate the work of 

creation and reconciliation beyond death and bring to fulfillment the new life begun in Christ. 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY :   When the Roll is Called Up Yonder JAMES M. BLACK 

 

When the trumpet of the Lord shall sound, 

and time shall be no more, 

and the morning breaks, eternal, bright and fair; 

When the saved of earth shall gather 

over on the other shore, 

and the roll is called up yonder, 

I’ll be there. 

 

Refrain 

When the roll is called up yonder, 

When the roll is called up yonder, 

When the roll is called up yonder, 

When the roll is called up yonder, I’ll be there. 

 

On that bright and cloudless morning 

when the dead in Christ shall rise, 

and the glory of His resurrection share; 

When His chosen ones shall gather 

to their home beyond the skies, 

And the roll is called up yonder, 

I’ll be there. [Refrain] 



 

 

Let us labor for the Master 

from the dawn till setting sun; 

let us talk of all His wondrous love and care. 

Then when all of life is over, 

and our work on earth is done, 

and the roll is called up yonder, 

I’ll be there. [Refrain] 

 

TELLING THE TRUTH ABOUT OURSELVES             

 

God of truth, like a moth that gnaws at wool, our brokenness eats away at our souls. We allow the  

cacophony of greed, selfishness, apathy and ignorance to drown out your voice as you call us to see 

the suffering in our world and respond to the needs of your children. In our busy lives, we convince  

ourselves that there is no time to help, no space for prayer and no need for justice. Forgive us.  

Remind us that only when we slow down and breathe deeply of your Holy Spirit and  

holy Word can our ears hear your voice. Inspire us to greater love for you and for one another. Amen. 

 

AN OFFERING OF GOD’S GRACE               (BASED ON ISAIAH 51:4 AND MATTHEW 16:19) 

 

The prophet Isaiah wrote, “Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me.” Jesus promised,  

“I will give you the keys to the kingdom.” We know love and forgiveness because God first loved us  

and has been calling out to us forever, “You are my beloved!” May we respond to such 

abundant grace with deep gratitude for God’s unending forgiveness. 

God loves me, heals me, strengthens me and calls me by name. Through Jesus I am made whole!  

Thanks be to God! 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S  WORD 

 

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                         
 

God of light, your wisdom is right here, speaking truth to us in love. We pray for you to open our eyes,  

our ears and our hearts so we may drink in all that you have for us to learn today. 

 

ENCOUNTERING SCRIPTURE 

 

PSALM 124  PEW BIBLE, 767 
 

MATTHEW 16:13-20 PEW BIBLE, 1192 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

THE WORD IN MUSIC:   He Lifted Me JOSEPH MARTIN 

 

THE WORD PROCLAIMED 

 Sermon:   “Guess Who” RICK PURCELL, CP 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

AN OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 

OFFERTORY:   Rejoice! He IS the Lord of All BENJAMIN KOEDLER 



 

 

*DOXOLOGY #592:  Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow                                    THOMAS KEN 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise Him, all creatures here below. 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*BLESSING OUR GIFTS 

 

*CLOSING HYMN:   He Touched Me BILL GAITHER 

 

Shackled by a heavy burden 

'Neath a load of guilt and shame 

Then the hand of Jesus touched me 

And now I am no longer the same 

 

He touched me, oh, He touched me 

And oh, the joy that floods my soul 

Something happened, and now I know 

He touched me, and made me whole 

 

Since I've met this blessed Savior 

Since He's cleansed and made me whole 

Oh, I will never cease to praise Him  

I'll shout it while eternity rolls 

 

Oh, He touched me, oh He touched me, He touched me 

And oh, the joy that floods my soul 

Something happened and now I know 

He touched me and made me whole 

 

*SENDING                 

 

POSTLUDE:   The Power and the Glory LANI SMITH 

____________________________ 

* Please stand in body or spirit. 
  



 

 

 

Our Faith Community @ Work 

 

WHAT’S  HAPPENING 

 

 

Sundays,  9:45am Bible Study   – Evie C. Marshall Room 

 

Wednesdays,     10:00am     Bethany Exercise Class  -  Evie C. Marshall Room 

Exercise classes are meeting on Wednesdays at 10:00am in the Evie C. Marshall classroom.  

Come join us for fun and fellowship. 

 

Tuesday, September 1
st
               10:30am    The Women of Bethany Church Gathering 

The Women of Bethany Church will come together on Tuesday, September 1
st
 at 10:30am. in the Evie 

C. Marshall classroom.   

 

Tuesday, September 1
st
                        Alamance Co. Mobile Library 

The Alamance County Public Libraries mobile library with be at Bethany on the first Tuesday of each 

month.  The mobile library will be in the church parking lot 10:30 – 11:30.  

Please stop by and “check-out” this wonderful service the library has to share. 

 

 

S.A.F.E. (Southern Alamance Family Empowerment) 

How can we help S.A.F.E. for during the month of August?  They are in most need of: 

Pet Food    Spaghetti sauce 

Rice     Spaghetti noodles 

Pasta    Peanut Butter and Jelly 

Soup    Canned Meats 

S.A.F.E. will be closed the 1
st
 and 5

th
 Saturday of the Month. 

Consider donating your paper bags. 

  



 

 

This Week’s Calendar:  

 

Sunday, August 23
rd

   -   13
th

 Sunday after Pentecost   

    9:45 – Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall classroom 

 

  11:00 – Worship (In-Person & Live Stream).   

 

Wednesday, August 26
th
    

  10:00 – Exercise class 

   7:00 pm – Choir Practice 

 

Sunday, August 30
th
   -   14

th
 Sunday after Pentecost   

    9:45 – Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall classroom 

 

  11:00 – Worship (In-Person & Live Stream).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Session 

Moderator: Rick Purcell, CP 

Clerk: Randy Cousins 

Treasurer: Glenn Patterson 

 

 

Class of 2026: 

Chip Allen 

Jean Payne 

Ben Russell 

 

Class of 2027: 

Karen Maxwell 

Kim Snyder 

Brandon Troxler 

 

Class of 2028: 

Helen Brown 

Donna Mitchell-Ayers 

Nancy Purcell 
 

1500 S. Main Street 

Graham, NC 27253 

www.bethanypreschurch.org 

336.227.4041 

 

Staff 

Pastor/CP:  Rick Purcell – pastor4bethany@gmail.com       

Director of Music: – bethanypresmusic@gmail.com 

Office Administrator: Joy Saleeby – office@bethanypreschurch.org 

Bookkeeper: Pam Hurt – finance@bethanypreschurch.org 
 
 

Scan this QR code for fast, safe, and reliable online giving:  

 
 

 

 

Bethany Presbyterian is a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

 

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS BULLETIN IN THE BASKETS PROVIDED AT THE DOORS. 


