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GATHERING AS GOD’S  PEOPLE 

 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

Welcome to our service of worship. Although we are worshipping in a variety of locations, we still affirm that God 
is present in our worship, whether in-person or virtually. Our prayer is that all who worship with us this day will 
truly feel the presence of God in this time. Know that you are loved and we are so glad you are here!  

 

TRINITY CHIMES 

 

PRELUDE           

 

WELCOME  

 

*OPENING HYMN #281:   Guide Me, Oh Thou Great Jehovah   WILLIAM WILLIAMS 
 

Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, 

Pilgrim through this barren land; 

I am weak, but Thou art mighty; 

Hold me with Thy powerful hand; 

Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 

Feed me till I want no more, 

Feed me till I want no more. 



 

 

Open now the crystal fountain, 

Whence the healing stream doth flow; 

Let the fire and cloudy pillar 

Lead me all my journey through; 

Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, 

Be Thou still my strength and shield, 

Be Thou still my strength and shield. 

 

When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

Bid my anxious fears subside; 

Death of death, and hell’s destruction, 

Land me safe on Canaan’s side; 

Songs of praises, songs of praises, 

I will ever give to Thee, 

I will ever give to Thee. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING SENTENCES                       (INSPIRED BY PSALM 145:1-8) 

 

Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised 

God’s greatness is unsearchable. 

From generation to generation, we sing of your righteousness. 

The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love 

 

GATHERING PRAYER               (EXODUS 16, PHILIPPIANS 1) 

 

Gracious and Loving God, we give thanks for the many ways we see your abiding presence  

throughout scripture and within our own lives. 

You hear not only our praise but also our complaints. 

Teach us to hear our own grumbling as a signifier to redirect our thoughts and lives to gratitude and generosity. 

In hearing our own complaints, may we look to Christ Jesus for examples of grace  

And may we follow your Holy Spirit to offer presence to one another, as we walk in faith together. Amen. 

 

OFFERING OURSELVES FOR RENEWAL 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                  (THE APOSTLES’ CREED) 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Creator of heaven and earth, 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived of the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. The third day He arose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, 

from whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY #388:   O Jesus, I Have Promised JOHN ERNEST BODE 

 

O Jesus, I have promised  

To serve Thee to the end; 

Be Thou forever near me,  

My Master and my Friend; 

I shall not fear the battle  



 

 

If Thou art by my side, 

Nor wander from the pathway  

If Thou wilt be my guide. 

 

O let me feel Thee near me!  

The world is ever near; 

I see the sights that dazzle,  

The tempting sounds I hear; 

My foes are ever near me,  

Around me and within; 

But Jesus, draw Thou nearer,  

And shield my soul from sin. 

 

O let me hear Thee speaking  

In accents clear and still, 

Above the storms of passion,  

The murmurs of self will; 

O speak to reassure me,  

To hasten or control; 

O speak, and make me listen,  

Thou guardian of my soul. 

 

O Jesus, Thou hast promised  

To all who follow Thee 

That where Thou art in glory  

There shall Thy servant be; 

And, Jesus, I have promised  

To serve Thee to the end; 

O give me grace to follow,  

My Master and my friend. 

 

TELLING THE TRUTH ABOUT OURSELVES             

 

Almighty God, when we follow the path of Jonah and allow our anger and frustration to cut us off  

from others, you sit next to us and call us back to your way of mercy, love and redemption. It is one 

thing to accept these gifts for ourselves; it is another to extend them to those who frustrate us.  

Forgive us for our anger, resentment, and desire to hoard. We lay these impulses at your feet and  

ask that you create a new heart within us, one modeled after your steadfast love and generosity. 

Help us to see the world in new ways. Amen. 

 

AN OFFERING OF GOD’S GRACE                  (2 CORINTHIANS 5:17) 

 

Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old has gone; a new life has begun. Know that you  

are forgiven and be at peace. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S  WORD 

 

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                         
 

Eternal God, you know our hearts and minds. Bless this time together that in reading, hearing and  

reflecting on your Word together, we may be changed. We surrender this time to you and ask for  

your blessing upon it. Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ENCOUNTERING SCRIPTURE 

PSALM 145:1-8  PEW BIBLE, 777 
 

EXODUS 16:2-15 PEW BIBLE, 85 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

THE WORD IN MUSIC:   Inside Your Kingdom TIMOTHY BUSHONG 

 

THE WORD PROCLAIMED 

 Sermon:   “What Is That?” RICK PURCELL, CP 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

AN OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 

 

OFFERTORY  

*DOXOLOGY #592:  Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow                                    THOMAS KEN 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise Him, all creatures here below. 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*BLESSING OUR GIFTS 

 

*CLOSING HYMN#316:   Breathe on Me, Breath of God EDWIN HATCH 

 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

Fill me with life anew, 

That I may love what Thou dost love, 

And do what Thou wouldst do. 

 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

Until my heart is pure, 

Until with Thee I will one will, 

To do and to endure. 

 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

Till I am wholly Thine, 

Until this earthly part of me 

Glows with Thy fire divine. 

 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

So shall I never die, 

But live with Thee the perfect life 

Of Thine eternity. 

*SENDING                 

 

POSTLUDE  

____________________________ 

* Please stand in body or spirit. 



 

 

 

Our Faith Community @ Work 

 

WHAT’S  HAPPENING 

 

 

Sundays,  9:45am Bible Study   – Evie C. Marshall Room 

 

Wednesdays,     10:00am     Bethany Exercise Class  -  Evie C. Marshall Room 

Exercise classes are meeting on Wednesdays at 10:00am in the Evie C. Marshall classroom.  

Come join us for fun and fellowship. 

 

Saturday, October 3
rd

    Shrimp-a-Roo 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, October 3
rd
 at 5:00 pm for our annual Shrimp-a-Roo.  

This is a Men of the Church sponsored event for Bethany family and friends. 

Come enjoy this summertime feast, and table fellowship with your Bethany family and friends!   

We will be gathering in the Fellowship Hall.  Don’t miss it!! 

 

Tuesday, October 6
th
               10:30am    The Women of Bethany Church Gathering 

The Women of Bethany Church will come together on Tuesday, September 1
st
 at 10:30am. in the Evie 

C. Marshall classroom.   

 

Tuesday, October 6
th
                         Alamance Co. Mobile Library 

The Alamance County Public Libraries mobile library with be at Bethany on the first Tuesday of each 

month.  The mobile library will be in the church parking lot 10:30 – 11:30.  

Please stop by and “check-out” this wonderful service the library has to share. 

 

 

S.A.F.E. (Southern Alamance Family Empowerment) 

How can we help S.A.F.E. for during the month of September?  They are in most need of: 

Pet Food    Spaghetti sauce 

Rice     Spaghetti noodles 

Pasta    Peanut Butter and Jelly 

Soup    Canned Meats 

S.A.F.E. will be closed the 1
st
 and 5

th
 Saturday of the Month. 

Consider donating your paper bags. 

  



 

 

This Week’s Calendar:  

 

Sunday, September 20
th
   -   17

th
 Sunday after Pentecost   

    9:45 – Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall classroom 

 

  11:00 – Worship (In-Person & Live Stream).   

 

Wednesday, September 23
rd

       

  10:00 – Exercise class 

   7:00 pm – Choir Practice 

 

Sunday, September 27
th
   -   18

th
 Sunday after Pentecost   

    9:45 – Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall classroom 

 

  11:00 – Worship (In-Person & Live Stream).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Session 

Moderator: Rick Purcell, CP 

Clerk: Randy Cousins 

Treasurer: Glenn Patterson 

 

 

Class of 2026: 

Chip Allen 

Jean Payne 

Ben Russell 

 

Class of 2027: 

Karen Maxwell 

Kim Snyder 

Brandon Troxler 

 

Class of 2028: 

Helen Brown 

Donna Mitchell-Ayers 

Nancy Purcell 
 

1500 S. Main Street 

Graham, NC 27253 

www.bethanypreschurch.org 

336.227.4041 

 

Staff 

Pastor/CP:  Rick Purcell – pastor4bethany@gmail.com       

Director of Music: – bethanypresmusic@gmail.com 

Office Administrator: Joy Saleeby – office@bethanypreschurch.org 

Bookkeeper: Pam Hurt – finance@bethanypreschurch.org 
 
 

Scan this QR code for fast, safe, and reliable online giving:  

 
 

 

 

Bethany Presbyterian is a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

 

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS BULLETIN IN THE BASKETS PROVIDED AT THE DOORS. 


