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GATHERING AS GOD’S  PEOPLE 

 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

Welcome to our service of worship. Although we are worshipping in a variety of locations, we still affirm that God 
is present in our worship, whether in-person or virtually. Our prayer is that all who worship with us this day will 
truly feel the presence of God in this time. Know that you are loved and we are so glad you are here!  

 

TRINITY CHIMES 

 

PRELUDE           

 

WELCOME  

 

*OPENING HYMN #485:   To God Be the Glory   FANNY JANE CROSBY 
 

To God be the glory, great things He hath done! 

So loved He the world that He gave us His Son, 

Who yielded His life an atonement for sin, 

And opened the life gate that all may go in. 

 

Refrain 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 

Let the earth hear His voice! 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 

Let the people rejoice! 

O come to the Father through Jesus the Son, 

And give Him the glory: great things He hath done. 



 

 

Great things He hath taught us, great things He hath done, 

And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son; 

But purer, and higher, and greater will be 

Our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. [Refrain] 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING SENTENCES                                                   

 

Why do you come to this place? 

We seek the path of righteousness and truth. 

Do you come ready to hear and learn giving attention to God’s Word? 

We come with open hearts and minds seeking to learn from the one whose authority is founded on God’s love. 

Friends, lend your ears and open your hearts because this is God’s house, built by love and sustained by hope, 

where God seeks to align our work and witness. 
 

GATHERING PRAYER                 (EXODUS 17, PSALM 78) 

 

Guiding God, you led our ancestors in faith through the wilderness as a pillar of cloud by day and a fiery pillar  

by night.  You quenched their thirst and shared manna to satisfy their hunger.  We often wish we could  

see you now in such celestial wonders.  Yet we know you are near.  We feel your Spirit presence,  

sustaining us along life’s journey. Amen. 

 

OFFERING OURSELVES FOR RENEWAL 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                  (THE APOSTLES’ CREED) 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Creator of heaven and earth, 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived of the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. The third day He arose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, 

from whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY #404:   Precious Lord, Take My Hand THOMAS A. DORSEY 

 

Precious Lord, take my hand, 

Lead me on, help me stand, 

I am tired, I am weak, I am worn. 

Through the storm, through the night 

Lead me on to the light, 

Take my hand, precious Lord, Lead me home. 

 

When my way grow drear, 

Precious Lord, linger near. 

When my life is almost gone, 

Hear my cry, hear my call, 

Hold my hand lest I fall. 

Take my hand, precious Lord, 

Lead me home. 

 

 



 

 

TELLING THE TRUTH ABOUT OURSELVES             

 

Eternal God, we come before you aware that you know the truth of our hearts before we can utter a word.  

You know when our good intentions exceed our capacity for gospel living. You know when we 

embrace the good news of liberation with our lips but don’t change our actions.  

We imprison ourselves with the assumption that you will judge us as mercilessly as we often judge  

ourselves and one another. 

Forgive our shortcomings and the times we have failed to live the words we say. Restore us in the  

confidence of people who have heard good news and remind us that even when we arrive late, 

there is still work to be done. Amen. 
 

AN OFFERING OF GOD’S GRACE                   
 

Friends, believe this good news, in Christ we are new creations. We are forgiven; we are set free;  

and we are made ready to live the living Word. 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S  WORD 

 

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                         
 

God of life and light, illumine our hearts and spirits and attune us to the reading and hearing of your word.  

May our hearing be discerning and may this proclamation be faithful and, in all things, may we approach 

your word with joy and humility. Amen. 

 

ENCOUNTERING SCRIPTURE 

 

PSALM 78:1-4, 12-16  PEW BIBLE, 724 
 

EXODUS 17:1-7 PEW BIBLE, 87 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

THE WORD IN MUSIC:   Awaken Me to Pray ARR. BY DAVID LANTZ 

 

THE WORD PROCLAIMED 

 Sermon:   “Anticipation” RICK PURCELL, CP 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

AN OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 

 

OFFERTORY  

*DOXOLOGY #592:  Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow                                    THOMAS KEN 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise Him, all creatures here below. 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*BLESSING OUR GIFTS 

 



 

 

*CLOSING HYMN:   I Love To Tell The Story CATHERINE HANKEY/WILLIAM G. FISCHER 

 

I love to tell the story of unseen things above, 

Of Jesus and His glory, of Jesus and His love; 

I love to tell the story, because I know ’tis true, 

It satisfies my longings as nothing else would do. 

 

Refrain: 
I love to tell the story, 

’Twill be my theme in glory, 

To tell the old, old story 

Of Jesus and His love. 

 

I love to tell the story, more wonderful it seems 

Than all the golden fancies of all our golden dreams; 

I love to tell the story, it did so much for me, 

And that is just the reason I tell it now to thee. (Refrain) 

 

I love to tell the story, ’tis pleasant to repeat, 

What seems each time I tell it more wonderfully sweet; 

I love to tell the story, for some have never heard 

The message of salvation from God’s own holy Word. (Refrain) 

 

I love to tell the story, for those who know it best 

Seem hungering and thirsting to hear it like the rest; 

And when in scenes of glory I sing the new, new song, 

’Twill be the old, old story that I have loved so long. (Refrain) 

 

*SENDING                 

 

POSTLUDE  

____________________________ 

* Please stand in body or spirit. 
  



 

 

 

Our Faith Community @ Work 

 

WHAT’S  HAPPENING 

 

 

Sundays,  9:45am Bible Study   – Evie C. Marshall Room 

 

Wednesdays,     10:00am     Bethany Exercise Class  -  Evie C. Marshall Room 

Exercise classes are meeting on Wednesdays at 10:00am in the Evie C. Marshall classroom.  

Come join us for fun and fellowship. 

 

Saturday, October 3
rd

    Shrimp-a-Roo 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, October 3
rd
 at 5:00 pm for our annual Shrimp-a-Roo.  

This is a Men of the Church sponsored event for Bethany family and friends. 

Come enjoy this summertime feast, and table fellowship with your Bethany family and friends!   

We will be gathering in the Fellowship Hall.  Don’t miss it!! 

 

Tuesday, October 6
th
               10:30am    The Women of Bethany Church Gathering 

The Women of Bethany Church will come together on Tuesday, September 1
st
 at 10:30am. in the Evie 

C. Marshall classroom.   

 

Tuesday, October 6
th
                         Alamance Co. Mobile Library 

The Alamance County Public Libraries mobile library with be at Bethany on the first Tuesday of each 

month.  The mobile library will be in the church parking lot 10:30 – 11:30.  

Please stop by and “check-out” this wonderful service the library has to share. 

 

Sunday, December 13
th
   11:00am     Christmas Cantata  

Save the Date:   Our choir will bless us with a Christmas Cantata – The Music of Christmas during the 

11:00 worship service on Sunday, December 13th. 

 

 

S.A.F.E. (Southern Alamance Family Empowerment) 

How can we help S.A.F.E. for during the month of September?  They are in most need of: 

Pet Food    Spaghetti sauce 

Rice     Spaghetti noodles 

Pasta    Peanut Butter and Jelly 

Soup    Canned Meats 

S.A.F.E. will be closed the 1
st
 and 5

th
 Saturday of the Month. 

Consider donating your paper bags. 

  



 

 

This Week’s Calendar:  

 

Sunday, September 27
th
   -   18

th
 Sunday after Pentecost   

    9:45 – Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall classroom 

 

  11:00 – Worship (In-Person & Live Stream).   

 

Wednesday, September 30
th
        

  10:00 – Exercise class 

   7:00 pm – Choir Practice 

 

Saturday, October 3
rd

      5:00pm        Shrimp-A-Roo       Fellowship Hall    

 

Sunday, October 4
th

   -   19
th

 Sunday after Pentecost  - Communion & Pennies for Hunger 

    9:45 – Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall classroom 

 

  11:00 – Worship (In-Person & Live Stream).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Session 

Moderator: Rick Purcell, CP 

Clerk: Randy Cousins 

Treasurer: Glenn Patterson 

 

 

Class of 2026: 

Chip Allen 

Jean Payne 

Ben Russell 

 

Class of 2027: 

Karen Maxwell 

Kim Snyder 

Brandon Troxler 

 

Class of 2028: 

Helen Brown 

Donna Mitchell-Ayers 

Nancy Purcell 
 

1500 S. Main Street 

Graham, NC 27253 

www.bethanypreschurch.org 

336.227.4041 

 

Staff 

Pastor/CP:  Rick Purcell – pastor4bethany@gmail.com       

Director of Music: – bethanypresmusic@gmail.com 

Office Administrator: Joy Saleeby – office@bethanypreschurch.org 

Bookkeeper: Pam Hurt – finance@bethanypreschurch.org 
 
 

Scan this QR code for fast, safe, and reliable online giving:  

 
 

 

 

Bethany Presbyterian is a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

 

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS BULLETIN IN THE BASKETS PROVIDED AT THE DOORS. 


