
Bethany Presbyterian Church 
Graham, North Carolina 

www.bethanypreschurch.org 
www.facebook.com/bethanypresbyterian 

November 3, 2019 – 11:00 am 
Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 

“Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through town. A man there named Zacchaeus,  
a ruler among tax collectors, was rich. He was trying to see who Jesus was,  

but, being a short man, he couldn’t because of the crowd.” 
Luke 19:1-3 (CEB) 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 
Welcome to our service of worship!  Join in with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength . . . don’t hold back!  Sing 
from your toes!  Pray from your guts.  Worship the Eternal Creator from your soul.  It’s not about perfect music.  It’s 
not about the perfect prayer.  It’s about joining the holy roar of a community honestly wrestling with what it means 
to follow their Creator. 

TRINITY CHIMES 

PRELUDE: Simple Blessings C. BOYLES 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

AN OFFERING OF PEACE  
May the Peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you.  

 (Please take a moment to share the peace of Christ with your neighbor.) 

* GATHERING SONG #487: When Morning Gilds the Skies LAUDES DOMINI 

* CALL TO WORSHIP  
We gather in awe, 
standing in the presence of the One who crafted the stars, the mountains, the seas. 
We gather in faith, 
trusting that the One who has held little children holds our lives in the heart of God. 
We gather in need, 
seeking the One who longs for justice to grace each and every person in creation.  



* OPENING HYMN #272: God of the Sparrow ROEDER 

OFFERING OURSELVES FOR RENEWAL 

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

AN OFFERING OF SCRIPTURE  
 LUKE 19:1-10 PEW BIBLE, PAGE 1277 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

AN OFFERING OF PRAYERS 
You stirred the dust and created us for service; you breathed into our lungs so we could share your good news; 
you shape our hearts with the tools of compassion so we will seek justice for all. We thank you, God of gifts.  
In the hospitality of Zaccheus, we see your openness for all who are different; in the grumbling of his neighbors, 
we hear the echoes of our own prejudices and fears; in his transformation into a new person, we see your grace 
which is prepared for us. We thank you, Companion of the poor.  
You cradle us in the peace of the resting night; you awaken us with the light of dawn and the warmth of your 
gentleness; you walk with us through each day, nudging us to be that blessing we are called to be to others. We 
thank you, Surprising Spirit.  
How patient is God! We run around trying to do everything our way, and God just waits. We try to buy life and 
happiness, and God waits. We hurt others and walk away from those in need, and God waits. God waits, and 
upon hearing our heartfelt prayers and cries for help, God touches us with forgiveness and new life.  
Surrounded by so many seductions, we find it difficult to see you in our lives. Justice has a hard time surviving 
when there is so much persecution and affliction towards the little ones of the world. Our neighborhoods, our 
families, even our churches, are filled with strife and contention.  
We cry for help, Listening God; forgive us! As we wait for your grace to fill our lives, may we open our hearts to 
your hope and healing, always giving thanks for Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.  

AN OFFERING OF SILENCE 

AN OFFERING OF GOD’S GRACE 
Rich, poor; young, old; sinner, saint. We are all God's children, and God transforms each of us into the people we 
are meant to be. 
Broken, we are mended; separated from others, we are made one; longing to serve, we are sent forth. Thanks be 
to God, we are forgiven. Amen.  

* RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE:  Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me PAUL M. VASILE 
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Glory to God,
Whose Goodness Shines on Me

SERVICE MUSIC

582

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Trad. liturgical text; adapt. Paul M. Vasile, 2008
MUSIC: Paul M. Vasile, 2008
Text Adapt. and Music © 2008 Paul M. Vasile

GLORY TO GOD (Vasile)
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* SAYING WHO WE ARE AND WHAT WE BELIEVE THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
As the people of God gathered in this place, who are we? 
We are a community of believers, called by God to WORSHIP, SERVE, TEACH, and SUPPORT. 
With the whole church, let us say what we believe. Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third 
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead.  
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

AN OFFERING OF OUR RESOURCES 
OFFERTORY: My Jesus, I Love Thee P. TAYLOR 

* A DOXOLOGY: We Lift Our Voices (see page 4 for music) DWIGHT LILES 

We lift our voices; we lift our hands; we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering. 
Lord, use our voices; Lord, use our hands; Lord, use our lives; they are yours: we are an offering. 

All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be, we give to you, we give to you. 
We lift our voices; we lift our hands; we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering; we are an offering. 

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

* HYMN OF THE DAY:  Spirit, Open My Heart (see page 5) RUTH DUCK / ALFRED FEDAK 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S VOICE 

THE WORD IN MUSIC: Seek Ye First K. LAFFERTY 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God And His righteousness 
And all these things shall be added unto you Allelu, alleluia 
Man does not live by bread alone But by every word 
That proceeds from the mouth of God Allelu, alleluia 
Ask and it shall be given unto you Seek and ye shall find 
Knock and the door shall be opened unto you Allelu, alleluia 

THE WORD PROCLAIMED 
Sermon: Zacchaeus and the IRS REV. JOHNSON 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD AS WE LEAVE TO SERVE 

* CLOSING HYMN: Will You Come and Follow Me (The Summons) ASH GROVE 

“Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown; will you let my name be known; 
will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?” 

“Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 

Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 
Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me?” 



“Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 

Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen, 
and admit to what I mean in you and you in me?” 

“Will you love the ‘you’ you hide if I but call your name? 
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 

Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around, 
through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?” 
Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 

Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 
In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 

Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

* SENDING 
We have offered praise and prayer to our God, 
who sends us out to offer peace and hope to others. 
We have heard the call of Jesus in the silence and singing, 
and we will join him is speaking for the voiceless. 
Filled by the Spirit with faith and trust, 
we go to serve others, humbly and lovingly. 

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

* POSTLUDE: Christ is Made the Sure Foundation H. TURNER 
____________________________ 

* Please stand in body or spirit. 
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We Lift Our Voices
We Are an Offering

DEDICATION AND STEWARDSHIP

710

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT and MUSIC: Dwight Liles, 1984
Text and Music © 1984 Word Music, LLC

OFFERING
Irregular 

This praise and worship song can best be understood as reflecting on and expanding 1 Chronicles 29:14b:
“For all things come of you, [O Lord,] and of your own have we given you.” There are also echoes of Paul’s
appeal for Christians to be living sacrifices (Romans 12:1).
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ȯ

F
D(     )

œ ˙
pen my

B bG(     )

.
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Spirit, Open My Heart
DEDICATION AND STEWARDSHIP

692

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Ruth Duck, 1994
MUSIC: Irish melody; arr. Alfred V. Fedak, 2011
Text © 1996 The Pilgrim Press
Music Harm. © 2011 Alfred V.  Fedak

WILD MOUNTAIN THYME
Irregular

The pace and diversity of modern life often hinder us from remaining vulnerable to our emotions and to the
humanness of other people. This prayerful text to be open to such joys and pains draws on Ezekiel 11:19 and
36:26 in stanza one and echoes Jeremiah 31:33 in stanza two.
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Our Faith Community @ Work 

WORSHIP Ministry: (Lead Elders: Nancy Purcell and A. J. Campbell) 

WELCOME to this service of worship at Bethany Presbyterian Church (PCUSA).  Whether 
you are a member or a visitor we are so glad that you are worshipping with us this morning 
and pray that this time of worship will be both renewing and rewarding for you.  If you have 

any questions about Bethany, please speak to the pastor or call the church at 336.227.4041.  You can find us online 
through our website at www.bethanypreschurch.org; on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bethanypresbyterian; or on 
Twitter by following @bpresbyterian. 

“I will show love to those who were called unloved and, to those who were called ‘not-my-people’, I will say ‘you 
are my people’ and they will answer, ‘you are our God.’” (Hosea 2:23) Bethany Presbyterian Church is a place where 
the mind is nourished as well as the spirit, and where we affirm the dignity and worth of every person. As we are all 
created in the image of God, we believe discrimination is incompatible with Christ’s Gospel of unconditional love. 
While we celebrate our Presbyterian identity, we acknowledge that we are not alone on the path to understanding 
God. We invite conversations that move us to seek a deeper understanding of life in the Spirit. Be who you are and be 
welcome here. 

For our children: Childcare is available during the entire worship hour for infants and preschool children. Children 
are invited and welcome to stay in the service, in whatever manner befits their person: they should feel free to squirm, 
whine, dance, sing, cry, pray, or otherwise make themselves known. Activities for children can be found at several 
locations throughout the sanctuary. See an usher if you can’t find one. 

Audio and Visual Assistance: A hearing enhancement system is available for those who have a need.  An usher will be 
happy to provide you with a receiver this morning.  Large print bulletins are also available. 

Please take a moment – members and guests – to sign the Fellowship Pads that are located on each row. If you are a 
guest, please share any contact information you wish to, so that we may be in touch.  

Operating our audio and video systems this morning is Rick Purcell. Anyone wishing to join this team of volunteers 
please contact the church office at any time. 

Audio Recordings of each Sunday’s sermons are available through a link on our website, on our Facebook page, or at 
www.buzzsprout.com/9198. 

Resources used in today’s worship: 
• The Text this Week website (www.textweek.com) 
• Homiletics Online website (www.homiletcsonline.com) 
• Feasting on the Word worship resources. 

November will be an important month in the life of Bethany, as we journey through our 2019 Stewardship Season. 
Our theme this year is taken from 2 Corinthians 9:7, “For God Loves a Cheerful Giver.” Mark your calendar for these 
important dates: 

• Sunday, November 10th - Stewardship Season I: . . . sowing seeds . . . 
• Sunday, November 17th - Stewardship Season II: . . . healing hearts . . . 
• Sunday, November 24th - CONSECRATION SUNDAY: . . . cheerful charity . . . 

• Celebration Luncheon following worship 

Mark your calendars also for our special Advent Series: Away in a Manger, which begins on Sunday, December 1st, 
the first Sunday of Advent. 

Do you have a smartphone?  Are you on Facebook?  If so, take a moment to “check in” on Facebook, letting your 
friends know that you are here at Bethany Presbyterian Church!  It may seem like a small thing, but in reality, it is a 
wonderful message of evangelism and witness, as you let the cyber-world know what is important to you.  



SERVE Ministry: (Lead Elders: Jean Payne and Randy Cousins) 

Our ongoing prayer list is below. Please let the church office know if there are any changes. 

 Bill Faucette  Diane Miller John & Ann Sutton  
 Jack Cook  Peter Slater Ruby Martin 
 Joan Richardson Joey Leake Shirley Lane 
 Teresa Wilborn Shannon Russell Ida Whitney 
 Tiffany Tauchren Mary Moore Katherine Turner 
 Jean Berry Barbara Cousins Jeremy Harden 
 Christy Lutterloh Pat Kennedy Anne McDaniels 
 Eleanor Thompson Donna Mitchell-Ayers Mike Sutton 
 Nancy Sutton Pete Campbell Steward Dillard 
 Norma Proctor Family of Don Boggs Shelvia Russell 
 Katherine Bayliff Alex Thomas Foy Bayliff  
 Randy Thompson Glenn Thompson Ritchie Fishburne 
  Janie Holt Clapp      
   

TEACH Ministry: (Lead Elders: Karen Maxwell and Tracey Troxler) 

All are invited to take advantage of the several educational opportunities for all ages on Sunday mornings. Sunday 
school classes begin at 9:45 a.m. 

Fellowship Class (Fellowship Classroom – by ramp door) 
This class is using our denomination’s Present Word curriculum and lives up to the class name in all aspects of 
their life here at Bethany. The Fellowship Class is currently participating in the Feasting on the Word summer 
series. 

Children (Upstairs – the really, really green room!) 
This class for younger children is using our denomination’s We Believe curriculum in introducing our children to 
the faith. 

Youth (Upstairs, across from the choir room) 
Using a variety of creative curricula, this class explores topics that relate to faith and adolescence. 

SUPPORT Ministry: (Lead Elders: Ron Osborne, Chip Allen, and Ben Russell) 

Elders of the Month for November are Karen Maxwell and Tracey Troxler. 



This Week’s Calendar: 

Today: 
• 9:45 - Sunday school for all ages 
• 11:00 – Worship 

 Monday, the 4th: 
• 6:30 - Fall Book Study 

 Wednesday, the 6th: 
• 7:00 - Choir Rehearsal 

 Sunday, the 10th:  
• STEWARDSHIP SEASON I 
• 9:45 - Sunday school for all ages 
• 11:00 – Worship 

Session 
Moderator: Rev. John W. Johnson 
Clerk: Rick Purcell 
Treasurer: Ron Osborne 

Class of 2019: 
A. J. Campbell 
Ron Osborne 
Jean Payne 

Class of 2020: 
Chip Allen 
Randy Cousins 
Karen Maxwell 

Class of 2021: 
Nancy Purcell 
Ben Russell 
Tracey Troxler

1500 S. Main Street 
Graham, NC 27215 

www.bethanypreschurch.org 
336.227.4041 

Staff 
Pastor: Rev. John W. Johnson – pastor@bethanypreschurch.org 

Director of Music: Christopher Bagley – music@bethanypreschurch.org 
Office Administrator: Joy Saleeby – office@bethanypreschurch.org 

Bookkeeper: Pam Hurt – finance@bethanypreschurch.org 

Scan this QR code for fast, safe, and reliable online giving:  

Bethany Presbyterian is a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS BULLETIN IN THE BASKETS PROVIDED AT THE DOORS.


