VOLUME V NO. 4
Unless you’ve been under a
rock for the past few weeks,
you are well aware that we
have been in the middle of
March Madness - that annual
phenomenon that grips our
nation as the college
basketball champion is crowned.
You would also have had to been living under a rock to
not know that my allegiances lie very heavily with the
University of North Carolina Tar Heels! And so, as I write
this the week before the Final Four weekend, I am a very
happy UNC fan!
I admit that I can take the games too seriously. As we
were watching the UNC-Kentucky game on Sunday
evening, my pulse-rate reached a level that I’m
embarrassed to admit was way too high for a 63-year old
man watching a bunch of kids play a game. But it sure
was a great ending to a great game, and march on, we do.
But all this talk about March Madness has made me think
about the discrepancies in how we spend our time and
our energies on a sport, and how we spend our time and
our energies on our church and our relationship with
Christ.
Think about what our church could be like if there was
the same intensity, focus, energy, and passion given to it,
as is given to our favorite teams. We make sure we set
aside time or block out time to watch our team when they
are playing on TV. Do we set aside equal time for our
church life?
We talk about and discuss our team’s latest game or what
the season has looked like ad nauseum. Do we talk about
our faith and our church with the same interest and
passion?
It’s interesting that March Madness usually coincides - as
it does this year - with Lent. On Monday, April 3rd we
will see a new NCAA basketball champion crowned. Six
days later we will begin our journey through Holy Week.
Then we will remember a crown of a different sort. The
people wanted a king - a proper king who reigned in
royalty with appropriate robes and a golden crown.
But when all was said and done, he wore a different
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crown - the gruesome and horrific crown of thorns.
This was no game. It was no game when Jesus triumphantly
marched into Jerusalem on that Sunday - the Sunday we
observe as Passion/Palm Sunday. The crowds cheered and
waved their palm branches. They spread their cloaks along
his path. They were thrilled that their king had arrived!
But what kind of king was this? He didn’t arrive riding a
great, magnificent stallion. No, he came on a lowly donkey
- a beast of burden.
He didn’t reside in a great luxurious palace. No, he lived
among the people - associating with all those that society
threw aside: the poor, the hungry, the sick, the sinners.
This man, this Jesus, this Christ, was the absolute opposite
of what the people expected from a king. And yet here we
are, some 2000 years later still worshipping and praising
him - still in awe of what he did for us.
And so, as we near the end of this Lenten journey, may our
madness include a new commitment to our church, a new
intensity for our relationship with Christ, a new energy
around our participation in Christ’s church, and a new
passion for reaching out to those society has tossed aside.
As we watch the Final Four this weekend, let us not forget
the Final March that Jesus takes on our behalf. Let us
commit ourselves to marching with him, from Palm Sunday,
through the week to Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and
then the joyous realization that the story didn’t end, but
came to full fruition and realization on that glorious Easter
morning. Let’s celebrate!!
Grace & Peace,
John
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Maundy Thursday Communion
Thursday, April 13th
7:00 pm
Stripping of the sanctuary and
draping the cross in black.
Extinguishing the final candle.

Join us on Saturday, April 15th as
we offer this joyful time for the
children of our church and community.
We will gather at the Rec Building (weather
permitting) for fun and games at 11:30. A
lunch will be served, and we’ll be through by
1:00. Tell your friends and neighbors.
All are welcome!

Celebrate the Resurrection!
Sunday, April 16th - 11:00 am
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October 2, 2016
Our Anniversary year continues to move forward as we come nearer and nearer
our next celebration, which is noted below. We are so looking forward to having
former long-time pastor, Rev. Norman Whitney back with us to bring our message
on that day. Mark your calendars for these celebrations:
Sunday, May 28, 2017
• Growing Deeper
• Sunday closest to actual anniversary date of May 29, 1892.
• Welcoming former pastor Rev. Norman Whitney as guest preacher for the
day
• Potato and Salad Bar Luncheon following worship
Saturday, September 23, 2017
• Concert by singer/songwriter/author David LaMotte
Sunday, September 24, 2017
• Reaching Higher
• Culmination of 125th Anniversary Celebration
• Welcoming PCUSA Stated Clerk J. Herbert Nelson as guest preacher and
David LaMotte as guest musician
• 125th Anniversary Celebration Luncheon following worship
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New Boiler Delivered!
Our new boiler, replacing the 40+ year old boiler that has been keeping us warm in the winter for
many, many years, has arrived. As shown in the pictures, it came by truck, and then each 600-700
pound section was carried hooked by a chain to a backhoe,
around to the outside entrance to the basement, and maneuvered
into the basement. It was quite an undertaking!
With the weather warming up, we are keeping our fingers crossed
that we have made it through the winter, and once the boiler is
shut down for good, the work can begin to take out the old one
and install the new one.
$5,640
Everyone should have received a letter with information about this
project, and the costs involved. As was shared in the letter,
although capital funds are available, we don’t want to deplete
those as we anticipate other possible major projects this year.
Total cost of the new boiler is around $28,000. We are requesting
donations to help offset this cost.
You can see the thermometer graph that shows our goal ($28,000),
and what has been collected so far ($5,640). Each month we hope
to see the red rise on up to our goal!
Many thanks for the generosity of those who have already made donations. You can send in yours at
any time to the church office (designate it for the boiler), or make your donation with a credit/debit
card online through our website. Let’s get this thing paid for!!

April 2017
Page 5

April
Worship
Themes
April 2nd:
Luke 18:31-19:10
Up a Tree
April 9th - Passion/Palm Sunday:
Luke 19:29-44
Palm Branches and Red Carpets
April 13th - Maundy Thursday:
Luke 22:1-17
The First Supper
April 16th - Easter Sunday:
Luke 24:1-12
Easter Dreams
April 23rd:
Choir Presentation
Messiah, Part II - Handel
April 30th:
Acts 6:1-7:2a; 44-60
Listen to Me

There are three ways to listen to audio of our Sunday
sermons:
On our website: www.bethanypresbyterian.org
On our Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/bethanypresbyterian
Or by going to: www.buzzsprout.com/9198

Worship
What You
Need to Know
Due to many illnesses, folks being away, bad weather, and
other factors, our attendance during March was perhaps not
as strong as the past several months, but still higher than
March of 2016. Here are the worship attendance figures for
March:
•
March 5 - 62
•
March 12 - 51
•
March 19 - 51
•
March 26 - 54

We are nearing the end of our Lenten journey, which concludes with our Holy
Week walk. We hope you make your plans to join us for these meaningful and
profound worship experiences.
Sunday, April 9th - Passion/Palm Sunday: We mark Jesus’ final triumphant
entry into Jerusalem with the waving of palms and the shouts of “Hosanna!”
Our service also includes the Blessing of the Palms.
Thursday, April 13th - Maundy Thursday: The final night of Jesus’ earthly life is remembered as we gather for
this solemn time of worship (7:00 pm). The service includes the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, the stripping
of the table and draping the cross in black, and the extinguishing of the final candle - the Christ candle.
Sunday, April 16th - Easter Sunday: Our service includes the re-lighting of the Christ candle, the
Announcement of the Resurrection, and our traditional Flowering of the Cross on the side lawn to conclude
the service.
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Presented by our Chancel Choir
with guest musicians
Sunday, April 23rd - 11:00 am
A church website should be seen as the “front porch of
the church,” where folks who are interested in learning
more about the church can find that information. Our
website had remained pretty much the same for some
time, and was in great need of upgrading and revamping.
Please take a few moments to take a look at it. There is
also a new domain name: www.bethanypreschurch.org.
There are a few pages still under construction. A screen
shot of the front page is below.
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Your Church Staff:
Pastor: Rev. John W. Johnson
Director of Music: Christopher Bagley
Office Administrator: Joy Saleeby
Bookkeeper: Pam Hurt
Elders:
A. J. Campbell
Ron Kimrey
Karen Maxwell
Sherrie Moore
Ron Osborne (Treasurer)
Glenn Patterson
Jean Payne
Nancy Purcell
Brandon Troxler
Rick Purcell (Clerk of Session)

Nursery
Upgrades
We have been so blessed with the
presence of our paid nursery
workers on Sunday mornings. The
Session’s commitment to quality
child care for our youngest
members is commendable and
timely.
The Session is also committed to
having a safe, clean space for our
children. Ongoing plans are
underway for a significant nursery
upgrade, with the top priority being
flooring and painting. Bids are being
considered and hopefully work can
begin very soon on this important
project. Stay tuned!

The Session met for its regular monthly stated meeting on March
14th. Here are some highlights:
• Heard a devotion from Brandon Troxler
• Welcomed special guest Rev. Sam Marshall, General Presbyter
from Salem Presbytery
• Engaged in discussion of book study, Spiritual Leadership for
Church Officers
• Received a letter of thanks from Salem Presbytery for our pledge
• Received as information a copy of the Statistical Report that has
been submitted to the denomination
• Heard an update on rental property and nursery upgrades
• Heard an update from Ron Kimrey on several property issues,
including the information on the new boiler which has been
ordered
• Heard from John about the revamping and upgrading of our new
website
• Received a reminder from Nancy Purcell about upcoming worship
services in April
• Heard an update on SERVE ministries from Jean Payne
• Received a reminder about the Easter Egg Hunt coming up on April
15th
• Heard a staff report from Chris Bagley
• Heard a staff report from John Johnson
NEXT SESSION MEETING - APRIL 11TH
ELDERS OF THE MONTH FOR APRIL
SHERRIE MOORE AND RON OSBORNE

Plans underway now / new location / new experiences!
July 16-21, 2017
Stay tuned for more info!
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www.bethanypresbyterian.org/online-giving
Report through the end of FEBRUARY
Year-to-Date Actual Income

$24,247.12

Year-to-Date Actual Expenses

$29,202.79

Year-to-Date Surplus (Deficit)

($4,955.67)

Thanks to the generosity of Katie and Lexie Glenn,
deceased members of Bethany Presbyterian
church, a bequest was left to the church for a
scholarship fund. Since 1988, Bethany has offered
scholarships to students planning to further theri
education beyond high school. The purpose of the
scholarship fund is to provide financial assistance
to qualified students who have demonstrated that
their financial need and resources are such that
they can benefit from a scholarship award. The
funds can only be used for pursuing a course of
study at a level above that of high school.
The Scholarship Committee, under the leadership
of Elder Ron Osborne, is responsible for receiving
applications, which will be reviewed by an
independent group (not associated with Bethany).
Applications are being received now and can be
obtained from the church office. THE DEADLINE
FOR APPLICATIONS IS APRIL 30TH.
If you have questions, please contact Ron
Osborne or the church office.

As you consider your giving to the church in
2017, perhaps now is the time to consider online
giving - like the graphic says: fast, easy, and
convenient. And, completely safe and secure.
This is a good way to keep up with your pledge
even when you’re away, as you can set up an
automatic draft from your bank account or your
credit card. Just go to our website and follow the
link on the home page, or go to this link to get
signed up: www.bethanypresbyterian.org/
online-giving.
Join the growing group of Bethany folks who
have opted for this convenient way of honoring
their pledge to the church.
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• Sunday School for Youth and Children /
Meets on the second floor of the Education
Building at 9:45 am
• During Worship, children are invited to
sit in designated pew (nearest the choir loft)
• Our Nursery is staffed by a professional, paid worker, as well as volunteers each
Sunday morning.
• “Sunday Fundays” - watch your calendar and announcments for info.

Here’s what’s happening
with our circles:
Christian Education Opportunities
The Fellowship Class - Bible study
class using our denomination’s
Present Word curriculum
The Young @ Heart Class - meets
across from the church office /
currently using the Uniform Lesson
Series
The Seekers’ Class - meets in the
church office, using various
curricula with discussion of topical
issues.

Circle #1: will meet on Monday, April 10th
Circle #3: will meet on Monday, April 10th
Circle #4: will meet on Monday, April 3rd
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Happy Anniversary to:
Judy and Darrell Holmes
Ann and Wayne Lucas
Joan and Jerry Perdue
Pam and Mark Hurt

April 7
April 16
April 21
April 27

Happy Birthday to:
Jennifer Foust
Dusty Kimrey
Don Boggs
Tommy Lane
April Troxler
Gerald Donley
Abby Straughan
Eleanor Thompson
Maureen Kelly
Morgan Troxler
Sarah Jones

April 7
April 8
April 10
April 12
April 12
April 17
April 17
April 23
April 24
April 27
April 28

In Concert
Bethany Presbyterian Church
Saturday, September =>rd - @ABB pm
Tickets on sale now!

Bethany Prays
Bill Faucette

Diane Miller

John & Ann Sutton

Faye Campbell

Jack Cook

Peter Slater

Frances Nolan

Polly & Dick Wilson

Joey Leake

Layla Benoklen

Teresa Wilborn

Shannon Russell

Ida Whitney

Tiffany Tauchren

Mary Moore

Rachel Poteat

Jean Berry

Barbara Cousins

Jeremy Harden

Christy Lutterloh

Pat Kennedy

Anne McDaniels

Eleanor Thompson

Harold Baldwin

Gloria Carden Woods

Nancy Sutton

Duffy Strigo

Stewart Dillard

Infant Sadie Ruth Majors

Norma Proctor

Ben Johnson

Family of Sandy Cook
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BETHANY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1500 S. MAIN STREET
GRAHAM, NC 27253
336.227.4041
Email:
office@bethanypreschurch.org
Website:
www.bethanypreschurch.org
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/bethanypresbyterian

