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GATHERING AS GOD’S  PEOPLE 

 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

Welcome to our service of worship. Although we are worshipping in a variety of locations, we still affirm that God 
is present in our worship, whether in-person or virtually. Our prayer is that all who worship with us this day will 
truly feel the presence of God in this time. Know that you are loved and we are so glad you are here!  

 

TRINITY CHIMES 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME  

 

*OPENING HYMN #84:   In the Cross of Christ I Glory JOHN BOWRING 
 

In the cross of Christ I glory, 

Towering o’er the wrecks of time; 

All the light of sacred story 

Gathers round its head sublime. 

 

When the woes of life o’ertake me, 

Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 

Never shall the cross forsake me: 

Lo! it glows with peace and joy. 

 

 



 

 

When the sun of bliss is beaming 

Light and love upon my way, 

From the cross the radiance streaming 

Adds more luster to the day. 

 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 

By the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, 

Joys that through all time abide. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING SENTENCES                (BASED ON PSALM 116) 

 

The Lord hears us when we cry out. 

Praise the Lord! 

The Lord showers us with blessings. 

Praise the Lord! 

Let us lift up the name of Lord for all to hear! 

Praise the Lord! 

Let us sing of God’s endless grace and compassion! 

Let us worship God! 
 

GATHERING PRAYER              (ROMANS 5, MATTHEW 10) 

 

Faithful One, thank you for calling us to worship and for being present among us. 

Breathe upon us with your Holy Spirit, that we may have the courage and endurance to trust your  

promises and to answer your call with the same steadfast faithfulness and love that you show to us.  Amen. 

 

OFFERING OURSELVES FOR RENEWAL 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH             (QUESTION 21 OF THE HEIDELBERG CATECHISM) 

 

What is true faith? 

True faith is not only a sure knowledge by which I hold as true all that God has revealed to 

us in Scripture; it is also a wholehearted trust, which the Holy Spirit creates in me by the gospel,  

that God has freely granted, not only to others but to me also, forgiveness of sins, 

eternal righteousness, and salvation. These are gifts of sheer grace granted solely by Christ’s merit.  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY #466:   O For A Thousand Tongues to Sing JOHN NEWTON 

 

O for a thousand tongues to sing 

My dear Redeemer’s praise, 

The glories of my God and King, 

The triumphs of God's grace! 

 

Jesus, the name that charms our fears, 

That bids our sorrows cease; 

’Tis music in the sinner’s ears, 

’Tis life, and health, and peace. 

 

Christ breaks the power of reigning sin, 

And sets the prisoner free; 

Christ's blood can make the sinful clean, 

Christ's blood availed for me. 

 



 

 

My gracious Master and my God, 

Assist me to proclaim, 

To spread through all the earth abroad 

The honors of Thy name. 

 

TELLING THE TRUTH ABOUT OURSELVES                     (BASED ON ROMANS 5) 

 

Loving God, we come with heavy hearts. We have not lived as you have called us to live.  

We give up too easily. We ignore our neighbor’s cries for help and are silent in the face of injustice.  

We lose hope. We fail to see your blessings among us and are blind to the glimpses of the kingdom  

all around us. We are weak. Have mercy upon us. Shower us with your grace that we might be  

enlivened for service and for love. Lord, hear our prayer. Amen. 

 

AN OFFERING OF GOD’S GRACE                   
 

Friends, God loves you. God wants to be in relationship with you. God allows nothing to come  

between you and God. Believe this and know that you are forgiven and freed to love and serve.  

Alleluia. Amen. 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S  WORD 

 

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION            

 

God of joy and wonder, breathe your Spirit upon us. Open our hearts and ears to hear these ancient words  

and be surprised. Open our minds and our eyes to see our place in your living word today and every day.  

Amen. 

 

ENCOUNTERING SCRIPTURE 

 

PSALM 116:1-2,12-19  PEW BIBLE, 757 
 

MATTHEW 9:35 - 10:8 (9-23) PEW BIBLE, 1181 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

THE WORD IN MUSIC  

        
THE WORD PROCLAIMED 

 Sermon:   “Empowering” RICK PURCELL, CRE 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

AN OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 

 

OFFERTORY  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

*DOXOLOGY #592:  Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow                                    THOMAS KEN 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise Him, all creatures here below. 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*BLESSING OUR GIFTS 

 

*CLOSING HYMN # 525:   Here I Am, Lord DANIEL SCHUTTE 
 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, 

I have heard my people cry. 

All who dwell in dark and sin 

My hand will save. 

I, who made the stars of night, 

I will make their darkness bright. 

Who will bear my light to them? 

Whom shall I send? 

 

Refrain 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night 

I will go, Lord, if you lead me 

I will hold your people in my heart 

 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, 

I have borne my people's pain. 

I have wept for love of them, 

They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, 

Give them hearts for love alone. 

I will speak my word to them. 

Whom shall I send? (Refrain)  
 

I, the Lord of wind and flame 

I will tend the poor and lame. 

I will set a feast for them, 

My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide 

'Til their hearts be satisfied 

I will give my life to them. 

Whom shall I send? (Refrain) 

 

*SENDING                     
 

POSTLUDE  

 

____________________________ 

* Please stand in body or spirit. 
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Our Faith Community @ Work 

 

WHAT’S  HAPPENING 

 

 

Sundays,  9:45am Bible Study   – Evie C. Marshall Room 

 

Wednesdays,     10:00am     Bethany Exercise Class  -  Evie C. Marshall Room 

Exercise classes will start back after the first of the year on Wednesdays at 10:00am in the Evie C. 

Marshall classroom. Come join us for fun and fellowship. 

 

Tuesday, July 7th              10:30am    The Women of Bethany Church Gathering 

The Women of Bethany Church will come together on Tuesday, July 7th at 10:30am. in the Evie C. 

Marshall classroom.   

 

Tuesday, July 7
th
                      Alamance Co. Mobile Library 

The Alamance County Public Libraries mobile library with be at Bethany on the first Tuesday of each 

month.  The mobile library will be in the church parking lot 10:30 – 11:30.  

Please stop by and “check-out” this wonderful service the library has to share. 

 

 

S.A.F.E. (Southern Alamance Family Empowerment) 

How can we help S.A.F.E. for during the month of June?  They are in most need of: 

Canned Meats  Spaghetti sauce 

Rice     Spaghetti noodles 

Pasta    Peanut Butter and Jelly 

Soup    Pet Food 

S.A.F.E. will be closed the 1
st
 and 5

th
 Saturday of the Month. 

Consider donating your paper bags. 

  



 

 

This Week’s Calendar:  

 

Sunday, June 14
th

      -   3
rd

 Sunday after Pentecost 

    9:45 – Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall classroom 

 

  11:00 – Worship (In-Person & Live Stream).   

 

Wednesday, June 17
th

       

  10:00 – Exercise class 

   7:00 pm – Choir Practice 

 

Sunday, June 21
st
       -   4

th
 Sunday after Pentecost 

    9:45 – Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall classroom 

 

  11:00 – Worship (In-Person & Live Stream).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Session 

Moderator: Rick Purcell, CRE 

Clerk: Randy Cousins 

Treasurer: Glenn Patterson 

 

 

Class of 2026: 

Chip Allen 

Jean Payne 

Ben Russell 

 

Class of 2027: 

Karen Maxwell 

Kim Snyder 

Brandon Troxler 

 

Class of 2028: 

Helen Brown 

Donna Mitchell-Ayers 

Nancy Purcell 
 

1500 S. Main Street 

Graham, NC 27253 

www.bethanypreschurch.org 

336.227.4041 

 

Staff 

Pastor/CRE:  Rick Purcell – pastor4bethany@gmail.com       

Director of Music: – bethanypresmusic@gmail.com 

Office Administrator: Joy Saleeby – office@bethanypreschurch.org 

Bookkeeper: Pam Hurt – finance@bethanypreschurch.org 
 
 

Scan this QR code for fast, safe, and reliable online giving:  

 
 

 

 

Bethany Presbyterian is a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

 

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS BULLETIN IN THE BASKETS PROVIDED AT THE DOORS. 


