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GATHERING AS GOD’S  PEOPLE 

 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

Welcome to our service of worship. Although we are worshipping in a variety of locations, we still affirm that God 
is present in our worship, whether in-person or virtually. Our prayer is that all who worship with us this day will 
truly feel the presence of God in this time. Know that you are loved and we are so glad you are here!  

 

TRINITY CHIMES 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME  

 

*OPENING HYMN #316:   Breathe on Me, Breath of God EDWIN HATCH 
 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

Fill me with life anew, 

That I may love what Thou dost love, 

And do what Thou wouldst do. 

 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

Until my heart is pure, 

Until with Thee I will one will, 

To do and to endure. 

 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

Till I am wholly Thine, 



 

 

Until this earthly part of me 

Glows with Thy fire divine. 

 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

So shall I never die, 

But live with Thee the perfect life 

Of Thine eternity. 

 

But live with Thee the perfect life 

Of Thine eternity. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING SENTENCES                   (BASED ON PSALM 89) 

 

Let us sing of God’s steadfast love forever; 

With my mouth I will proclaim God’s faithfulness to all generations. 

Let us declare that God’s steadfast love is established forever; 

God’s faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. 
 

GATHERING PRAYER                     (PSALM 13, MATTHEW 10) 

 

God of pain and suffering, embrace us in our need. 

As we enter this house of worship, you know our deepest needs, and you help us embrace our sincerest hopes. 

Live in us this day, and quicken our spirits, that we may rise above the storms that threaten to overcome us. 

We ask this the name of the one who came to bring us abundant life.  Amen. 

 

OFFERING OURSELVES FOR RENEWAL 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                 (FROM A BRIEF STATEMENT OF FAITH) 

 

In a broken and fearful world, the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness among  

all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices 

of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to  

live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, 

“Come, Lord Jesus!” 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY #339:   Be Thou My Vision MARY E. BYRNE/ELEANOR HULL 

 

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 

Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art-- 

Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 

Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light. 

 

Riches I heed not, nor vain empty praise, 

Thou mine inheritance, now and always: 

Thou and Thou only, first in my heart, 

Great God of heaven, my treasure Thou art. 

 

Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true word; 

I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord; 

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 

Still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 

TELLING THE TRUTH ABOUT OURSELVES                
 



 

 

We have been called to love our God with all our heart, mind, strength and soul and to love our neighbor as 

ourselves, but our lives are constricted and self-consumed. We have failed to love God, our neighbor 

and ourselves as we should. Let us make the good confession before God and others. 

 

God of the risen Christ, you broke the power of sin and evil. And we yet we still live in the tombs of  

forgetfulness, anxiety and fear. We have failed to love you as we should. We have neglected to love  

our neighbor.  Indeed, we have even failed to love ourselves. Release us from the tombs that terrify us,  

so that we can see your image in one another and in your good creation. Indeed, free us from the graves 

of self-hatred, so that we can see ourselves as your children. Amen. 

 

AN OFFERING OF GOD’S GRACE                   
 

The mercy of the Lord is sure. In Christ, we are forgiven and set free from the chains that bind us so that  

we can be your people. Thanks be to God! 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S  WORD 

 

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION            

 

Savior God, your Word is a lamp to our feet on this discipleship road. Walk with us.  

Guide us with your wisdom and grace. Open us to discerning your will and your way. Amen. 

 

ENCOUNTERING SCRIPTURE 

 

PSALM 89:1-4, 15-18  PEW BIBLE, 734 
 

MATTHEW 10:40-42 PEW BIBLE, 1182 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

THE WORD IN MUSIC:     

        
THE WORD PROCLAIMED 

 Sermon:   “Welcome” REV. STEVE MONROE 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

AN OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 

 

OFFERTORY  

 

*DOXOLOGY #592:  Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow                                    THOMAS KEN 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise Him, all creatures here below. 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*BLESSING OUR GIFTS 

 

*CLOSING HYMN # 391:   Take My Life FRANCES RIDLEY HAVERGAL 
 



 

 

Take my life, and let it be  

Consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 

Take my moments and my days;  

Let them flow in ceaseless praise, 

Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 

Take my hands, and let them move  

At the impulse of Thy love. 

Take my feet, and let them be  

Swift and beautiful for Thee, 

Swift and beautiful for Thee. 

 

Take my voice, and let me sing  

Always, only, for my King. 

Take my lips, and let them be  

Filled with messages from Thee, 

Filled with messages from Thee. 

 

Take my silver and my gold;  

Not a mite would I withhold; 

Take my intellect, and use  

Every power as Thou shalt choose, 

Every power as Thou shalt choose. 

 

Take my will, and make it Thine;  

It shall be no longer mine. 

Take my heart, it is Thine own;  

It shall be Thy royal throne, 

It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 

Take my love, my Lord, I pour  

At Thy feet its treasure store. 

Take myself, and I will be  

Ever, only, all for Thee, 

Ever, only, all for Thee. 

 

*SENDING                                 (BASED ON PSALM 13) 

 

Friends, trust in God’s steadfast love; let your hearts rejoice in God’s salvation. Sing praises to the Lord 

because God has dealt bountifully with us. Amen. 

 

POSTLUDE  

 

____________________________ 

* Please stand in body or spirit. 
  



 

 

 

Our Faith Community @ Work 

 

WHAT’S  HAPPENING 

 

 

Sundays,  9:45am Bible Study   – Evie C. Marshall Room 

 

Wednesdays,     10:00am     Bethany Exercise Class  -  Evie C. Marshall Room 

Exercise classes will start back after the first of the year on Wednesdays at 10:00am in the Evie C. 

Marshall classroom. Come join us for fun and fellowship. 

 

Tuesday, July 7th              10:30am    The Women of Bethany Church Gathering 

The Women of Bethany Church will come together on Tuesday, July 7th at 10:30am. in the Evie C. 

Marshall classroom.   

 

Tuesday, July 7
th
                      Alamance Co. Mobile Library 

The Alamance County Public Libraries mobile library with be at Bethany on the first Tuesday of each 

month.  The mobile library will be in the church parking lot 10:30 – 11:30.  

Please stop by and “check-out” this wonderful service the library has to share. 

 

 

S.A.F.E. (Southern Alamance Family Empowerment) 

How can we help S.A.F.E. for during the month of June?  They are in most need of: 

Canned Meats  Spaghetti sauce 

Rice     Spaghetti noodles 

Pasta    Peanut Butter and Jelly 

Soup    Pet Food 

S.A.F.E. will be closed the 1
st
 and 5

th
 Saturday of the Month. 

Consider donating your paper bags. 

  



 

 

This Week’s Calendar:  

 

Sunday, June 28
th

        -   5
th
 Sunday after Pentecost 

    9:45 – Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall classroom 

 

  11:00 – Worship (In-Person & Live Stream).   

 

Wednesday, July 1
st
        

  10:00 – Exercise class 

   7:00 pm – Choir Practice 

 

Sunday, July 5
th
    -   6

th
 Sunday after Pentecost  -  Communion and Pennies for Hunger 

    9:45 – Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall classroom 

 

  11:00 – Worship (In-Person & Live Stream).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Session 

Moderator: Rick Purcell, CRE 

Clerk: Randy Cousins 

Treasurer: Glenn Patterson 

 

 

Class of 2026: 

Chip Allen 

Jean Payne 

Ben Russell 

 

Class of 2027: 

Karen Maxwell 

Kim Snyder 

Brandon Troxler 

 

Class of 2028: 

Helen Brown 

Donna Mitchell-Ayers 

Nancy Purcell 
 

1500 S. Main Street 

Graham, NC 27253 

www.bethanypreschurch.org 

336.227.4041 

 

Staff 

Pastor/CRE:  Rick Purcell – pastor4bethany@gmail.com       

Director of Music: – bethanypresmusic@gmail.com 

Office Administrator: Joy Saleeby – office@bethanypreschurch.org 

Bookkeeper: Pam Hurt – finance@bethanypreschurch.org 
 
 

Scan this QR code for fast, safe, and reliable online giving:  

 
 

 

 

Bethany Presbyterian is a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

 

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS BULLETIN IN THE BASKETS PROVIDED AT THE DOORS. 


