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GATHERING AS GOD’S  PEOPLE 

 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

Welcome to our service of worship. Although we are worshipping in a variety of locations, we still affirm that 

God is present in our worship, whether in-person or virtually. Our prayer is that all who worship with us this 

day will truly feel the presence of God in this time. Know that you are loved and we are so glad you are here!  

 

TRINITY CHIMES 

 

PRELUDE:   Simple Blessings  CHARITY BOYLES 

 

WELCOME  

 

*OPENING HYMN  #150:   Come, Christians, Join to Sing CHRISTIAN H. BATEMAN 

 

Come, Christians, join to sing 

Alleluia! Amen! 

Loud praise to Christ our King; 

Alleluia! Amen! 

Let all, with heart and voice, 

Before His throne rejoice; 

Praise is His gracious choice; 

Alleluia! Amen! 

 

 

 



 

 

Come, lift your hearts on high; 

Alleluia! Amen! 

Let praises fill the sky; 

Alleluia! Amen! 

He is our guide and friend; 

To us He’ll condescend; 

His love shall never end; 

Alleluia! Amen! 

 

Praise yet our Christ again; 

Alleluia! Amen! 

Life shall not end the strain; 

Alleluia! Amen! 

On heaven’s blissful shore 

His goodness we’ll adore, 

Singing forevermore, 

“Alleluia! Amen!” 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING SENTENCES  

 

Jesus said, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of people.” 

Lord, help us follow where you lead. 

Jesus said, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.” 

Lord, help us put you first and follow you. 

Jesus said, “Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also.” 

Lord, help us follow you that we may serve you. 

The peace of Christ be with all of you. 

And also with you. Let us worship God. 
 

GATHERING PRAYER                   (PSALM 77) 

 

Holy One, the waters tremble and the skies open. 

Your voice rumbles with thunder, flashes with lightning, and crashes with waves as the earth shakes. 

And yet, there is peace in your voice. 

You trouble the waters of our spirits, even as you soothe the struggles of our souls. 

Your footprints guide our way – unseen by human eyes, but always visible to our hearts.  Amen. 

 

OFFERING OURSELVES FOR RENEWAL 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH             (FROM “A DECLARATION OF FAITH”) 

 

We are certain that Jesus lives. 

He lives as God with us, touching all of human life with the presence of God. 

He lives as one of us with God. 

Because he shares our humanity and has bound us to himself in love, we have an advocate in the  

innermost life of God.  We declare that Jesus is Lord. 

His resurrection is a decisive victory over the powers that deform and destroy human life. 

His lordship is hidden. 

The world appears to be dominated by people and systems that do not acknowledge his rule. 

But his lordship is real. 

It demands our loyalty and sets us free from the fear of all lesser lords who threaten us. 

We maintain that ultimate sovereignty now belongs to Jesus Christ in every sphere of life. 

Jesus is Lord’ He has been Lord from the beginning. 

He will be Lord at the end. 

Even now he is Lord. 



 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY #324 :    Open My Eyes That I May See CARLA H. SCOTT 

 

Open my eyes, that I may see 

glimpses of truth Thou hast for me; 

place in my hands the wonderful key, 

that shall unclasp and set me free. 

Silently now I wait for Thee, 

ready, my God, Thy will to see; 

open my eyes, illumine me, 

Spirit divine! 

 

Open my ears, that I may hear 

voices of truth Thou sendest clear; 

and while the wave-notes fall on my ear, 

ev’rything false will disappear. 

Silently now I wait for Thee, 

ready, my God, Thy will to see; 

open my ears, illumine me, 

Spirit divine! 

 

Open my mouth, and let me bear 

gladly the warm truth ev’rywhere; 

Open my heart, and let me prepare 

love with Thy children thus to share. 

Silently now I wait for Thee, 

ready, my God, Thy will to see; 

open my mouth, illumine me, 

Spirit divine! 

 

TELLING THE TRUTH ABOUT OURSELVES               (HEBREWS 4:14, 16) 

 

Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God,  

let us hold fast to our confession.  Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may 

receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

 

Eternal God, you claimed us as your own in our baptisms and called us to be your covenant people.  

We confess we do not live as people created in your image, nor do we lead lives worthy of the calling 

to which we have been called. Jesus still calls, “Follow me” and we offer excuses because we can’t do that.  

Jesus calls us to new life in the Spirit, and we cling to our old habits and tired traditions.  

Gracious God, forgive our sins. Open our ears and hearts to hear Jesus’s call and give us grace and strength to 

respond in faith and love.  

In Jesus’s name we pray. Amen 

 

AN OFFERING OF GOD’S GRACE                       (TITUS 3:4-7) 

 

When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, God saved us, not because of any works of 

righteousness that we had done, but according to God’s mercy, through the water of rebirth and 

renewal by the Holy Spirit. 

 

This Spirit God poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by God’s 

grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

Hear and believe the good news: In Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 



 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S  WORD 

 

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

 

God revealed in fire, earthquake, and silence, reveal yourself to us now in the reading of your holy Word. 

Amen. 

 

ENCOUNTERING SCRIPTURE 

 

PSALM 77:1-2, 11-20 PEW BIBLE, 723, 724 

 

LUKE 9:51-62 PEW BIBLE, 1261 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

THE WORD IN MUSIC:    Seek Ye the Lord                                  Josh Williford, Soloist J.V. ROBERTS 

 

THE WORD PROCLAIMED 

 Sermon:   “The Journey” RICK PURCELL, CRE 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

AN OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 

 

OFFERTORY  

 

*DOXOLOGY   #593:   Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow THOMAS KEN 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. 

 

*BLESSING OUR GIFTS 

 

*CLOSING HYMN #539:   Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise JOHN ELLERTON 

 

Savior, again to Thy dear Name we raise 

With one accord our parting hymn of praise. 

We stand to bless Thee ere our worship cease; 

And, now departing, wait Thy word of peace. 

 

Grant us Thy peace upon our homeward way; 

With Thee began, with Thee shall end the day. 

Guard Thou the lips from sin, the hearts from shame, 

That in this house have called upon Thy name. 

 



 

 

Grant us Thy peace, Lord, through the coming night; 

Turn Thou for us its darkness into light; 

From harm and danger keep Thy children free, 

For dark and light are both alike to Thee. 

 

Grant us Thy peace throughout our earthly life, 

Our balm in sorrow, and our stay in strife. 

Then, when Thy voice shall bid our conflict cease, 

Call us, O Lord, to Thine eternal peace. 

 

*SENDING              (2 THESSALONIANS 3:16 & PHILIPPIANS 4:23) 

 

Now may the Lord of peace give you peace at all times and in all ways. 

The Lord be with all of you. 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen. 
 

POSTLUDE:   Carry His Love With You ADAM MASON 

____________________________ 

* Please stand in body or spirit. 

 

 

 

Our Faith Community @ Work 

 

WHAT’S  HAPPENING 

 

 

Sundays,  9:45am Bible Study   – Evie C. Marshall Room 

 

 

Tuesday, July 1
 
          10:30am    The Women of Bethany Church Gathering 

The Women of Bethany Church will come together on Tuesday, July 1
st
 at 10:30am  

in the Evie C. Marshall classroom.   

 

 

Tuesday, July 1
st
               Alamance Co. Mobile Library 

Starting in June the Alamance County Public Libraries mobile library with be at Bethany on the first 

Tuesday of each month.  The mobile library will be in the church parking lot 10:30 – 11:30.  

Please stop by and “check-out” this wonderful service the library has to share 

 

 

S.A.F.E. (Southern Alamance Family Empowerment) 

How we can help S.A.F.E. for the month of June?  They are asking for Breakfast items  

(Cereals, Granola Bars, Oatmeal, Breakfast Bars), Children and Adult diapers and Feminine products. 

S.A.F.E. will be closed the 1
st
 and 5

th
 Saturday of the Month. 

Consider donating your plastic and paper bags. 

  



 

 

This Week’s Calendar:  

 

Sunday, June 29
th

    – 3
rd

 Sunday after Pentecost 

    9:45 – Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall classroom 

 

  11:00 – Worship (In-Person & Live Stream) 

  

Wednesday, July 2
nd

     

  6:30 – No Choir Practice 

  

Sunday, July 6
th
     – 4

th
  Sunday after Pentecost    

    9:45 – Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall classroom 

 

  11:00 – Worship (In-Person & Live Stream) 

 

Sunday, July 13
th

     – 5
th
  Sunday after Pentecost   -   Communion & Pennies for Hunger 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Session 

Moderator: Rick Purcell, CRE 

Clerk: Randy Cousins 

Treasurer: Glenn Patterson 

 

 

Class of 2025: 

Donna Mitchell-Ayers 

Tina Patterson 

Nancy Purcell 

 

Class of 2026: 

Chip Allen 

Jean Payne 

Ben Russell 

 

Class of 2027: 

Karen Maxwell 

Kim Snyder 

Brandon Troxler 

1500 S. Main Street 

Graham, NC 27253 

www.bethanypreschurch.org 

336.227.4041 

 

Staff 

Pastor/CRE:  Rick Purcell – pastor4bethany@gmail.com       

Director of Music: Christopher Bagley – bethanypresmusic@gmail.com 

Office Administrator: Joy Saleeby – office@bethanypreschurch.org 

Bookkeeper: Pam Hurt – finance@bethanypreschurch.org 

 

 

Scan this QR code for fast, safe, and reliable online giving:  
 

 

 

 

Bethany Presbyterian is a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

 

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS BULLETIN IN THE BASKETS PROVIDED AT THE DOORS. 


