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GATHERING AS GOD’S  PEOPLE 

 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

Welcome to our service of worship. Although we are worshipping in a variety of locations, we still affirm that God 

is present in our worship, whether in-person or virtually. Our prayer is that all who worship with us this day will 

truly feel the presence of God in this time. Know that you are loved and we are so glad you are here!  

 

TRINITY CHIMES 

 

PRELUDE:   Once to Every Man and Nation  LANI SMITH (BASED ON “EBENEZER”) 

 

WELCOME  

 

*OPENING HYMN  #139:   Come, Thou Almighty King FELICE DE GIARDINI 

 

Come, Thou Almighty King, 

Help us Thy name to sing,  

Help us to praise: 

Father, all-glorious,  

O’er all victorious, 

Come, and reign over us,  

Ancient of Days. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Come, Thou Incarnate Word, 

Gird on Thy mighty sword,  

Our prayer attend: 

Come, and Thy people bless,  

And give Thy word success; 

Spirit of holiness,  

On us descend. 

 

Come, Holy Comforter, 

Thy sacred witness bear  

In this glad hour: 

Thou who almighty art,  

Now rule in every heart, 

And ne’er from us depart,  

Spirit of power. 

 

To Thee, great One in Three, 

The highest praises be,  

Hence evermore! 

Thy sovereign majesty  

May we in glory see, 

And to eternity  

Love and adore. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING SENTENCES  

 

God calls us here to worship. We carry many worries and are distracted by many things, but here,  

in this time and place, we are invited to set them aside, to be fully present. Let’s pause and take a deep breath. 

We remember who we are: 

We are the body of Christ. 

We remember whose we are: 

We are God’s beloved children. 

We remember our chief purpose: 

To glorify and enjoy God forever. 

Let us worship God! 

 

GATHERING PRAYER                     (AMOS 8, PSALM 52, LUKE 10) 

 

Loving God, your presence in our lives is like a green olive tree-a joy to the heart and a blessing to the spirit. 

Your movement in our midst is like a basket of summer fruit-a delight to the eye and a pleasure to the tongue. 

Speak to us your words of life, that we may sit at your feet and know that we are yours. Amen. 

 

OFFERING OURSELVES FOR RENEWAL 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH               (FROM A DECLARATION OF FAITH) 

 

We believe Christ gives us and demands of us personal lives that are centered in God 

and open to God’s reality and rule. 

Christ teaches us to put obedience to God above the interests of self, family, race or nation; 

to offer God joyously our money, ability, and time. 

It is part of our discipline to observe a day of worship and rest, setting aside our own working to enjoy God’s work, 

celebrating with our family in Christ the Lord’s goodness. 

We need constantly to search out God’s way in Scripture, not expecting detailed directions for every decision, 

but relying on the Word to tell us who God is, to press God’s present claim on us, and to assure us of God’s grace 

and comfort.  



 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY #357:    O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee WASHINGTON GLADDEN 

 

O Master, let me walk with Thee 

In lowly paths of service free; 

Tell me Thy secret; help me bear 

The strain of toil, the fret of care. 

 

Help me the slow of heart to move 

By some clear, winning word of love; 

Teach me the wayward feet to stay, 

And guide them in the homeward way. 

 

Teach me Thy patience; still with Thee 

In closer, dearer company, 

In work that keeps faith sweet and strong, 

In trust that triumphs over wrong. 

 

In hope that sends a shining ray 

Far down the future’s broadening way; 

In peace that only Thou canst give, 

With Thee, O Master, let me live. 

 

TELLING THE TRUTH ABOUT OURSELVES   

 

Those who speak the truth from their heart abide in God’s presence. Let 

us speak the truth now as we confess our sin together: 

 

Holy God, we are pulled in many different directions. We are distracted by the news, quick to point fingers and pass 

judgment, but reluctant to examine the ways we benefit from the injustice in our world. We are distracted  

by our fears. We fear the loss of health, safety, and financial security. Instead of proclaiming your abundance,  

we operate from a mindset of scarcity. We are distracted by our tasks, by calendars that shape our priorities, leaving 

us with less time and energy for what is most important. 

We confess our distraction, even as we acknowledge that sometimes we embrace it because it’s easier than sitting at 

Jesus’s feet, learning what it means to follow him. We confess that distraction is easier than discipleship. 

Forgive us. Help us discern and choose the better path as we seek to follow Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

 

AN OFFERING OF GOD’S GRACE   

 

This good news will not be taken away: We are seen as God’s beloved children, holy and blameless, reconciled to 

God through Jesus Christ. Let us live into this good news: we are forgiven! 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S  WORD 

 

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

 

God of Wisdom, still our hearts and silence our distractions so that we can be fully present to your Word. Through 

the power of your Holy Spirit, let us hear what you have to say to us today, and give us the courage  

To listen and respond to your call. In Jesus’ name, Amen 

 

ENCOUNTERING SCRIPTURE 

 

PSALM 15 PEW BIBLE, 673 

 

LUKE 10:38-42 PEW BIBLE, 1263 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

Thanks be to God. 



 

 

THE WORD IN MUSIC:    Brother James’ Air          SETTING BY DOUGLAS E. WAGNER 

 

THE WORD PROCLAIMED 

 Sermon:   “Worker or Shirker” RICK PURCELL, CRE 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

             THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

AN OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 

 

OFFERTORY  

 

*DOXOLOGY   #428:   We Give Thee But Thine Own WILLIAM WALSHAM HOW 

 

We give Thee but Thine own, 

Whate’er the gift may be; 

All that we have is Thine alone, 

A trust, O Lord, from Thee. 

 

*BLESSING OUR GIFTS 

 

*CLOSING HYMN #438:   Blest Be the Ties That Bind JOHN FAWCETT 

 

Blest be the tie that binds 

Our hearts in Christian love; 

The fellowship of kindred minds 

Is like to that above. 

 

Before our Father’s throne 

We pour our ardent prayers; 

Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 

Our comforts and our cares. 

 

We share our mutual woes, 

Our mutual burdens bear, 

And often for each other flows 

The sympathizing tear. 

 

From sorrow, toil, and pain, 

And sin we shall be free; 

And perfect love and friendship reign 

Through all eternity. 

*SENDING     

 

Many tasks await us and distractions abound. Having been fed by the Word of God and refreshed and inspired 

by the Holy Spirit, we go from this place, renewed by our call to witness to and share God’s love in a world that so 

desperately needs it. 

As we do so, may the grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 

you, now and always.  Amen. 

 

POSTLUDE:   Alleluia GEORGE BLAKE 

____________________________ 

* Please stand in body or spirit. 



 

 

 

Our Faith Community @ Work 

 

WHAT’S  HAPPENING 

 

 

Sundays,  9:45am Bible Study   – Evie C. Marshall Room 

 

Tuesday, August 5
th
                Alamance Co. Mobile Library 

Starting in June the Alamance County Public Libraries mobile library with be at Bethany on the first 

Tuesday of each month.  The mobile library will be in the church parking lot 10:30 – 11:30.  

Please stop by and “check-out” this wonderful service the library has to share 

 

Tuesday, September 2
 
          10:30am    The Women of Bethany Church Gathering 

The Women of Bethany Church will come together on Tuesday, September 2
ndt

 at 10:30am  

in the Evie C. Marshall classroom.  We will not have a meeting in August. 

 

S.A.F.E. (Southern Alamance Family Empowerment) 

How we can help S.A.F.E. for the month of July?  They are asking for Canned Chicken, Canned Tuna,  

1 lb. bags of Rice and Spaghetti.  Breakfast items (Cereals, Granola Bars, Oatmeal, Breakfast Bars),  

Children and Adult diapers and Feminine products. 

S.A.F.E. will be closed the 1
st
 and 5

th
 Saturday of the Month. 

Consider donating your plastic and paper bags. 

  



 

 

 

This Week’s Calendar:  

 

Sunday, July 20
th

     – 6
th
  Sunday after Pentecost    

    9:45 – Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall classroom 

 

  11:00 – Worship (In-Person & Live Stream) 

  

Wednesday, July 23
rd

       

  10:00 – Exercise class  -  Evie C. Marshall classroom 

  6:30 – Choir Practice 

 

 Sunday, July 27
th

     – 7
th
  Sunday after Pentecost    

    9:45 – Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall classroom 

 

  11:00 – Worship (In-Person & Live Stream) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Session 

Moderator: Rick Purcell, CRE 

Clerk: Randy Cousins 

Treasurer: Glenn Patterson 

 

 

Class of 2025: 

Donna Mitchell-Ayers 

Tina Patterson 

Nancy Purcell 

 

Class of 2026: 

Chip Allen 

Jean Payne 

Ben Russell 

 

Class of 2027: 

Karen Maxwell 

Kim Snyder 

Brandon Troxler 

1500 S. Main Street 

Graham, NC 27253 

www.bethanypreschurch.org 

336.227.4041 

 

Staff 

Pastor/CRE:  Rick Purcell – pastor4bethany@gmail.com       

Director of Music: Christopher Bagley – bethanypresmusic@gmail.com 

Office Administrator: Joy Saleeby – office@bethanypreschurch.org 

Bookkeeper: Pam Hurt – finance@bethanypreschurch.org 

 

 

Scan this QR code for fast, safe, and reliable online giving:  
 

 

 

 

Bethany Presbyterian is a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

 

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS BULLETIN IN THE BASKETS PROVIDED AT THE DOORS. 


