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www.bethanypreschurch.org
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September 7, 2025 — 11:00 am
Thirteenth Sunday of Pentecost
Communion

GATHERING AS GOD'S PEOPLE

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP
Welcome to our service of worship. Although we are worshipping in a variety of locations, we still affirm that God
is present in our worship, whether in-person or virtually. Our prayer is that all who worship with us this day will
truly feel the presence of God in this time. Know that you are loved and we are so glad you are here!

TRINITY CHIMES

PRELUDE: Beautiful Savior PAUL DAVIS (BASED ON SCHONSTER HERR JESU)
WELCOME
*OPENING HYMN #481: Praise the Lord, God’s Glories Show HENRY FRANCIS LYTE

Praise the Lord, God's glories show, Alleluia!
Saints within God’s courts below, Alleluia!
Angels round the throne above, Alleluia!
All that see and share God'’s love. Alleluia!

Earth to heaven and heaven to earth, Alleluia!
Tell the wonders, sing God’s worth, Alleluia!
Age to age and shore to shore, Alleluia!
Praise God, praise forevermore! Alleluia!



Praise the Lord, great mercies trace, Alleluia!
Praise this providence and grace, Alleluia!
All that God for us has done, Alleluia!
All God sends us through the Son. Alleluia!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING SENTENCES (BASED ON PSALM 139 AND JEREMIAH 18)

Like clay on a wheel

God forms us: shaping us, molding us, creating us.
And like moldable clay,

God continues to shape us.

Let us worship God.

GATHERING PRAYER (JEREMIAH 18, PSALM 139, LUKE 14)

Creator God, you have crafted us in your image and created us for greatness, as we share your love, justice, and
compassion.

Help us to live into this creation.

Strengthen us, as we seek to answer your call.

When we go astray, guide us back to your ways.

When we fall apart, put us back together again.

When we shrink in fear, lift our heads, that we may see your love and grace welcoming us home. Amen.

OFFERING OURSELVES FOR RENEWAL

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (APOSTLES' CREED)

/ believe in God, the Father almighty,

Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord};

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried)

he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead

he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand

of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
/ believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints;

the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

*HYMN OF THE DAY #508: For the Bread Which Thou Has Broken Louls F. BENSON

For the bread which You have broken,

For the wine which You have poured,

For the words which You have spoken,
Now we give You thanks, O Lord.

By this promise that You love us,
By Your gift of peace restored,
By Your call to heaven above us,
Hallow all our lives, O Lord.

With the saints who now adore You
Seated at the heavenly board,
May the Church still waiting for You
Keep love’s tie unbroken, Lord.



In Your service, Lord, defend us;
In our hearts keep watch and ward;
In the world to which You send us

Let Your kingdom come, O Lord.

TELLING THE TRUTH ABOUT OURSELVES

In the very beginning, God made us in God’s own image. And yet, in the most common of human actions,
we stray from God'’s pure intentions for us. Let us return to our Lord, acknowledging our mistakes both
individually and as a community.

Creator God, you know us better than anyone else. You formed us in your own image. And yet, we sometimes stray
from the gift you’ve given us. We keep people at a distance, letting systemic and personal barriers get in the way of
relationships. Forgive us, Lord. Let us hear your call to change and do better. Empower us to ask for
forgiveness from those whom we have wronged. Help us to think of you and those around us.

AN OFFERING OF GOD'S GRACE

Friends, the good news is this: God is not done with us. Our Creator is still forming and shaping us, forgiving us,
and allowing us to grow. Hear the Good News of the Gospel: /n Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

A PRAYER FOR |ILLUMINATION

Lord, allow our ears to be open to your Word, especially where there are questions or challenges. Allow us to be
open to where you are speaking to us in our discomfort.

ENCOUNTERING SCRIPTURE

PSALM 139:1-6, 13-18 PEW BIBLE, 773
LUKE 14:25-33 PEW BIBLE, 1271
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE WORD IN MUSIC:  God and God Alone PHILL MCHUGH (ARR. BY TOM FETTKE)

THE WORD PROCLAIMED
Sermon: “Let Them” RICK PURCELL, CRE

THE LORD’S SUPPER

We will celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper today by inviting everyone who wants to participate up front
to receive the bread and cup (we use gluten free bread and grape juice). If you are more comfortable remaining seated
but would like to participate, raise your hand and we will come to your seat to serve you. We believe that Jesus
invites everyone forward to his table to “taste and see,” and so we proclaim that all are welcome to participate.

INVITATION TO THE TABLE
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.



Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
COMMUNION BY THE PEOPLE

The gifts of God for the people of God.

Thanks be to God.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
AN OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS

OFFERTORY

*DOXOLOGY #428: We Give Thee But Thine Own WILLIAM WALSHAM HOW

We give Thee but Thine own,
Whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is Thine alone,
A trust, O Lord, from Thee.
*BLESSING OUR GIFTS

*CLOSING HYMN #442: The Church’s One Foundation S.J. STONE

The Church’s one foundation Is Jesus Christ her Lord;
She is His new creation By water and the word.
From heaven He came and sought her To be His holy bride;
With His own blood He bought her, And for her life He died.

Elect from every nation, Yet one o’er all the earth,
Her charter of salvation One Lord, one faith, one birth;
One holy name she blesses, Partakes one holy food,
And to one hope she presses, With every grace endued.

Though with a scornful wonder This world sees her oppressed,
By schisms rent asunder, By heresies distressed,
Yet saints their watch are keeping; Their cry goes up, “How long?”
And soon the night of weeping Shall be the morn of song.

Yet she on earth has union With God the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion With those whose rest is won:
O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we,
Like them, the meek and lowly, May live eternally.

*SENDING
Community in Christ, our challenge as we leave here is this: reflect the love of God to both neighbor and stranger.
Love those around you. It's that easy; it’s that hard.
May the grace, hope, peace and love of God the Creator, God the Redeemer, and God the Sustainer be with you
now and forevermore. Amen.

POSTLUDE: Christ Our Fortress, Christ Our Cornerstone CHRISTINA BECKETT

* Please stand in body or spirit.



Our Faith Community @ Work

WHAT’S HAPPENING

Sundays, 9:45am Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall Room

Wednesdays, 10:00am Bethany Exercise Class - Evie C. Marshall Room
On Wednesdays at 10:00am in the Evie C. Marshall classroom we will have our exercise classes.
Come join us for fun and fellowship.

Tuesday, October 7t Alamance Co. Mobile Library
Starting in June the Alamance County Public Libraries mobile library with be at Bethany on the first
Tuesday of each month. The mobile library will be in the church parking lot 10:30 — 11:30.
Please stop by and “check-out” this wonderful service the library has to share.

Tuesday, October 7t 10:30am The Women of Bethany Church Gathering
The Women of Bethany Church will come together on Tuesday, October 7" at 10:30am
in the Evie C. Marshall classroom.

Saturday, October 25" 11:30am - 2:00pm  Fall Festival — Recreation Area
Our annual fall festival is back!

There will be food and fun activities for all ages, including face painting, balloon art, and

games.
We will be joined this year by several friends from the nonprofit and Public Service community
in Alamance County with information on their services.

All are welcome. There is no entry fee.
We need volunteers — please let Tina Patterson/Nancy Purcell know if you are interested in helping.

S.A.F.E. (Southern Alamance Family Empowerment)
How can we help S.A.F.E. for the month of September? They are asking for Canned Chicken,
Canned Tuna, 1 Ib. bags of Rice and Spaghetti. Breakfast items (Cereals, Granola Bars, Oatmeal, Breakfast
Bars), Children and Adult diapers and Feminine products.
S.A.F.E. will be closed the 15 and 5™ Saturday of the Month.
Consider donating your plastic and paper bags.



This Week’s Calendar:

Sunday, September 7th

13th Sunday after Pentecost - Communion & Pennies for Hunger

9:45 — Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall classroom

11:00 — Worship (In-Person & Live Stream)

Tuesday, September 9th - 7:00pm  Session Meeting

Wednesday, September 10th

10:00 — Exercise class - Evie C. Marshall classroom

6:30 — Choir Practice

Sunday, September 14th - 14th Sunday after Pentecost
9:45 — Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall classroom

11:00 — Worship (In-Person & Live Stream)

Session

Moderator: Rick Purcell, CRE
Clerk: Randy Cousins
Treasurer: Glenn Patterson

Class of 2025:
Donna Mitchell-Ayers
Tina Patterson
Nancy Purcell

Class of 2026:
Chip Allen
Jean Payne
Ben Russell

Class of 2027:
Karen Maxwell
Kim Snyder
Brandon Troxler
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1500 S. Main Street
Graham, NC 27253
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Staff

Pastor/CRE: Rick Purcell — pastor4bethany@gmail.com

Director of Music: Christopher Bagley — bethanypresmusic@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Joy Saleeby — office@bethanypreschurch.org
Bookkeeper: Pam Hurt — finance@bethanypreschurch.org

Scan this QR code for fast, safe, and reliable online giving:

it

Bethany Presbyterian is a Stephen Ministry CoRisAgam

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS BULLETIN IN THE BASKETS PROVIDED AT THE DOORS.



