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November 23, 2025 — 11:00 am
Christ the King/Reign of Christ

Christ

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

Welcome to our service of worship. Although we are worshipping in a variety of locations, we still affirm that God
is present in our worship, whether in-person or virtually. Our prayer is that all who worship with us this day will
truly feel the presence of God in this time. Know that you are loved and we are so glad you are here!

TRINITY CHIMES
PRELUDE:

WELCOME

*OPENING HYMN #423: Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun ISSAC WATTS
Jesus shall reign where'er the sun
Does his successive journeys run;

His kingdom stretch from shore to shore,

Till moons shall wax and wane no more.

To Him shall endless prayer be made,
And praises throng to crown His head;



His name like sweet perfume shall rise
With every morning sacrifice.

People and realms of every tongue
Dwell on His love with sweetest song;
And infant voices shall proclaim
Their early blessings on His Name.

Blessings abound where'er He reigns,
The pris'ner leaps to burst his chains;
The weary find eternal rest,

And all the sons of want are blest.

Let every creature rise and bring
Peculiar honors to our King;
Angels descend with songs again,
And earth repeat the long Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING SENTENCES (BASED ON LUKE 1:68-79)
We gather to worship God, who looks favorably on all the humans they created.
We sing blessings to God, who stands with us for justice and salvation.
We gather to worship God, who worked with many prophetic humans in every time and place.
We sing blessings to God, who makes faithful promises, to us and our ancestors.
We gather to worship God, whose tenderness we see shimmering in the breaking of dawn.
We sing blessings to God, who guides our feet on paths of peace.

GATHERING PRAYER (CoLossiANS 1)

God of Creation, we cannot see you, but we see what you have created in all its beauty and bounty!
Jesus, Child of God, the entire universe lives in you, and for you, and through you!
Spirit of the Holy One, you sweep across creation, enlivening and sustaining.

Everything on earth and in heaven has its being and its hope because of you, Triune God.
Blessed is your holy, life-giving name! Amen.

OFFERING OURSELVES FOR RENEWAL

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (FROM THE BELHAR CONFESSION)

We believe

e that God has revealed themself as the one who wishes to bring about justice and true peace among people
e that God, in a world full of injustice and enmity, is in a special way the God of the destitute, the poor,
and the wronged

e that God calls the church to follow them in this; for God brings justice to the oppressed and
gives bread to the hungry

e that God frees the prisoner, supports the downtrodden, protects the stranger, and blocks the
path of the ungodly

e that the church must therefore stand by people in any form of suffering and need, which implies,
among other things, that the church must witness against and strive against any form of injustice,
so that justice may roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream

*HYMN OF THE DAY #504 (UMC): The Old Rugged Cross

GEORGE BENNARD



On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross,
the emblem of suffering and shame;
and | love that old cross where the dearest and best
for a world of lost sinners was slain.

Refrain
So I'll cherish the old rugged cross,
till my trophies at last | lay down;
I will cling to the old rugged cross,
and exchange it some day for a crown.

O that old rugged cross, so despised by the world,
has a wondrous attraction for me;
for the dear Lamb of God left his glory above
to bear it to dark Calvary. [Refrain]

In that old rugged cross, stained with blood so divine,
a wondrous beauty | see,
for 'twas on that old cross Jesus suffered and died,
to pardon and sanctify me. [Refrain]

To that old rugged cross | will ever be true,
its shame and reproach gladly bear;
then he'll call me some day to my home far away,
where his glory forever I'll share. [Refrain]

TELLING THE TRUTH ABOUT OQURSELVES (BASED ON JEREMIAH 23:1-4)

O God of justice and mercy, you call us to be shepherds who gather and protect those more vulnerable
than ourselves. We speak of your justice, but our actions continue to leave others scattered on the
edges of society. In the name of our own safety, we shield ourselves from others, push them away with
closed doors, hostile looks, and insensitive questions. Even as we proftest the actions of the rich and
powerful, we have still absorbed their desire for king-like power. We remain tempted by the dream of
the Good Life, where goodness for some only comes at the expense of many. Raise us up, O God, from
our willful ignorance; bring us back into the fold; help us shepherd in the genuine change that reflects
your just promises.

AN OFFERING OF GOD’S GRACE (BASED ON JEREMIAH 23:5-6)
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Inspire our hearts, our minds, and our bodies, O God, to listen fully to your Word. Guide us toward
creatively courageous interpretations that transform us as we faithfully enact your calling to us. Amen.

ENCOUNTERING SCRIPTURE

JEREMIAH 23:1-6 PEW BIBLE, 948
LUKE 23:33-43 PEW BIBLE, 1286

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



THE WORD IN MusIC:  Simple Gifts ARRANGED BY MARK SCHWEIZER

THE WORD PROCLAIMED
Sermon: “Christ the King” RICK PURCELL, CRE

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

AN OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS
OFFERTORY
*DOXOLOGY #428: We Give Thee But Thine Own WILLIAM WALSHAM HOW

We give Thee but Thine own,
Whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is Thine alone,
A trust, O Lord, from Thee.

*BLESSING OUR GIFTS

*CLOSING HYMN #485: To God Be The Glory FANNY JANE CROSBY

To God be the glory, great things He hath done!
So loved He the world that He gave us His Son,
Who vyielded His life an atonement for sin,
And opened the life gate that all may go in.

Refrain
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
Let the earth hear His voice!
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
Let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son,
And give Him the glory: great things He hath done.

Great things He hath taught us, great things He hath done,
And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son;
But purer, and higher, and greater will be
Our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. [Refrain]
*SENDING

Friends, do justice, love radically, and humbly enact transformation, acting confidently in the promises
and blessings of God, who creates, Christ, who saves, and the Holy Spirit, who empowers. Amen

*CHORAL BENEDICTION

“Peace” Composed by Christopher A. Bagley

POSTLUDE:

* Please stand in body or spirit.



Our Faith Community @ Work

1r WHAT’S HAPPENING

Sundays, 9:45am Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall Room

Wednesdays, 10:00am Bethany Exercise Class - Evie C. Marshall Room
On Wednesdays at 10:00am in the Evie C. Marshall classroom we will have our exercise classes.
Come join us for fun and fellowship.

Sunday, November 23 11:00am  Stewardship Sunday
We will be blessing our pledges on this Sunday as part of our Stewardship Season. Please join us
for lunch after the service in the Fellowship Hall.

Sunday, November 23" 6:00pm Joint Thanksgiving Service — Shiloh Presbyterian Church
We are joining Shiloh Presbyterian Church on Sunday, November 23 for a Joint Thanksgiving Service.
The service is located at Shiloh, 2638 Grand Oaks Boulevard, Burlington, NC

Sunday, November 30" 11:00am Advent 1: Hope - Sanctuary

Tuesday, December 2" Alamance Co. Mobile Library
The Alamance County Public Libraries mobile library with be at Bethany on the first Tuesday of each
month. The mobile library will be in the church parking lot 10:30 — 11:30.
Please stop by and “check-out” this wonderful service the library has to share.

Tuesday, December 2" 10:30am The Women of Bethany Church Gathering
The Women of Bethany Church will come together on Tuesday, December 2" at 10:30am
in the Evie C. Marshall classroom.

Sunday, December 7t 11:00am Advent 2: Peace - Sanctuary

Sunday, December 14 11:00am Advent 3: Joy - Sanctuary
Our choir will bless us with a Christmas Cantata

Sunday, December 215t 11:00am Advent 4: Love — Sanctuary

S.A.F.E. (Southern Alamance Family Empowerment)
How can we help S.A.F.E. for during the Fall months? They are asking for Canned Chicken,
Canned Tuna, 1 lb. bags of Rice and Spaghetti. Breakfast items (Cereals, Granola Bars, Oatmeal,
Breakfast Bars), Children and Adult diapers and Feminine products.
S.A.F.E. will be closed the 15 and 5™ Saturday of the Month.
Consider donating your paper bags.



This Week’s Calendar:

Sunday, November 23 - Christ the King/Reign of Christ - Stewardship Sunday
9:45 — Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall classroom

11:00 — Worship (In-Person & Live Stream). Stewardship Lunch after service

Wednesday, November 26t

10:00 — Exercise class
6:30 — Choir Practice

Sunday, November 30th - 1st Sunday of Advent
9:45 — Bible Study - Evie C. Marshall classroom

11:00 — Worship (In-Person & Live Stream).

Session

bethany presbyterian

Moderator: Rick Purcell, CRE 7r

Clerk: Randy Cousins

Treasurer: Glenn Patterson 1500 S. Main Street

Class of 2025:
Donna Mitchell-Ayers
Tina Patterson
Nancy Purcell

Class of 2026:
Chip Allen
Jean Payne
Ben Russell

Class of 2027:
Karen Maxwell
Kim Snyder
Brandon Troxler

Graham, NC 27253
www.bethanypreschurch.org
336.227.4041

Staff

Pastor/CRE: Rick Purcell — pastor4bethany@gmail.com

Director of Music: Christopher Bagley — bethanypresmusic@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Joy Saleeby — office@bethanypreschurch.org
Bookkeeper: Pam Hurt — finance@bethanypreschurch.org

Scan this QR code for fast, safe, and reliable online giving:

Bethany Presbyterian is a Stephen Ministry Congregation

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS BULLETIN IN THE BASKETS PROVIDED AT THE DOORS.



