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 In the past, God spoke through the prophets to our ancestors in many times and many ways. 

 In these final days, though, he spoke to us through a Son.  
God made his Son the heir of everything and created the world through him.  

Hebrews 1:1-2 

 

GATHERING AS GOD’S  PEOPLE 

 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

Welcome to our service of worship. Although we are worshipping in a variety of locations, we still affirm 
that God is present in our worship, whether in-person or virtually. Our prayer is that all who worship with 
us this day will truly feel the presence of God in this time. 

 

TRINITY CHIMES 

 

PRELUDE:  To Walk in Faith DAVID PAXTON 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

AN OFFERING OF PEACE  

May the Peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you.  

 (Please take a moment to share a socially-distanced peace of Christ with your neighbor.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Last Word from God 



 

 

GATHERING SONG:  Leaning on the Everlasting Arms E.A. HOFFMAN 

What a fellowship, what a joy divine,  

leaning on the everlasting arms;  

what a blessedness, what a peace is mine,  

leaning on the everlasting arms. 

Leaning, leaning,  

safe and secure from all alarms;  

leaning, leaning,  

leaning on the everlasting arms. 

* CALL TO WORSHIP (FROM PS. 98) 

O sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things. . .  

The Lord has made known his salvation; he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of nations.  

He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel.  

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. Make a joyful noise to the Lord . . . 

 

* OPENING HYMN #420:   God of Grace and God of Glory HARRY E. FOSDICK 

God of grace and God of glory, 

on thy people pour thy pow’r. 

Crown thine ancient church’s story, 

bring its bud to glorious flow’r. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

for the facing of this hour, 

for the facing of this hour. 

 

Lo! the hosts of evil round us 

scorn thy Christ, assail his ways! 

From the fears that long have bound us, 

free our hearts to faith and praise. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

for the living of these days, 

for the living of these days. 

 

Cure thy children’s warring madness; 

bend our pride to thy control; 

shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 

rich in things and poor in soul. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal, 

lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal. 

 

Set our feet on lofty places; 

Gird our lives that they may be  

Armored with all Christ like graces, 

Pledged to set all captives free. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

That we fail not them nor Thee! 

That we fail not them nor Thee! 

 

Save us from weak resignation 

to the evils we deplore. 

Let the search for thy salvation 

be our glory evermore. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

serving thee whom we adore, 

serving thee whom we adore. 



 

 

OFFERING OURSELVES FOR RENEWAL 

 

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

By the power of your Spirit and the revelation of your written Word, you give us ability to know your 

mind and to follow your lead. We trust you for humility and dedication to your guidance to glorify you 

and to influence our world for good, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

AN OFFERING OF SCRIPTURE  

 PSALM 96:1-6 PEW BIBLE, PAGE 740 

 PHIL. 2:8-11 PEW BIBLE, PAGE 1430 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

AN OFFERING OF PRAYERS 

You are the image of the invisible God; you are the firstborn over all creation.  We are astounded that 

you let us be part of the reigning over the universe through our prayer lives.  You are the head of the 

body, the church.  You are the beginning and firstborn from the dead.  So we have the authority to 

represent you.  We confess we do not have the disciplined training that makes a team out of players or 

an army out of soldiers.  We confess that our prayer training is weak and casual. 

God in Community, Holy in One, we come to you as your people. 

We are grateful you patiently forgive us when we do not put your love and training into practice.  You 

love us but you shake your head when we do not practice your love, when we do not deepen our prayers 

of faith, when we do not challenge the evil around us.  We let the broken world roll over us.  We criticize 

rather than pray to change things or ourselves. Move on us to try again and again to get it better.   

 

AN OFFERING OF SILENCE 

 

AN OFFERING OF GOD’S GRACE 

(Isa. 44:21-22 ESV) Remember these things for you are my servant: I formed you; you are my servant; O 

Israel you will not be forgotten by me.  I have blotted out your transgressions like a cloud and your sins 

like a mist; return to me for I have redeemed you. 

 

* RESPONDING TO GOD’S GRACE:   I am Thine, O Lord FANNIE CROSBY  

I am Thine, O Lord, I have heard Thy voice, 

And it told Thy love to me; 

But I long to rise in the arms of faith, 

And be closer drawn to Thee. 

 

Draw me nearer, nearer, nearer, blessed Lord, 

To the cross where Thou hast died; 

Draw me nearer, nearer, nearer, blessed Lord, 

To Thy precious, bleeding side. 

 

* SAYING WHO WE ARE AND WHAT WE BELIEVE  THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

As the people of God gathered in these places, who are we? 

We are a community of believers, called by God to WORSHIP, SERVE, TEACH, and SUPPORT. 

With the whole church, let us say what we believe.  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only 

Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 

and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.   

 

AN OFFERING OF OUR RESOURCES 

 

 



 

 

* A DOXOLOGY:  We Give Thee but Thine Own WILLIAM W HOW  

We give thee but thine own, whate'er the gift may be; 
all that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

* HYMN OF THE DAY #387:   Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us DOROTHY A. THRUPP 

Savior, like a shepherd lead us, 

Much we need Thy tender care; 

In Thy pleasant pastures feed us, 

For our use Thy folds prepare: 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 

Thou hast bought us, Thine we are; 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 

Thou hast bought us, Thine we are. 

 

Thou hast promised to receive us, 

Poor and sinful though we be; 

Thou hast mercy to relieve us, 

Grace to cleanse, and pow'r to free: 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 

Early let us turn to Thee; 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 

Early let us turn to Thee. 

 

Early let us seek Thy favor, 

Early let us do Thy will; 

Blessed Lord and only Savior, 

With Thy love our bosoms fill: 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 

Thou hast loved us, love us still; 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 

Thou hast loved us, love us still. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by Thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S  VOICE 

 

THE WORD IN MUSIC:   Be Strong in the Lord TOM FETTKE 

 

THE WORD PROCLAIMED 

Sermon: Hebrews 1:1-4      The Last Word from God  REV. CHARLIE MURPHY   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S  WORD AS WE LEAVE TO SERVE 

 

* CLOSING HYMN #446   Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken JOHN NEWTON 

Glorious things of thee are spoken, 

Zion, city of our God; 

he whose word cannot be broken 

formed thee for his own abode; 

on the Rock of Ages founded, 

what can shake thy sure repose? 

With salvation's walls surrounded, 

thou may'st smile at all thy foes. 

 

See the streams of living waters, 

springing from eternal love, 

well supply thy sons and daughters, 

and all fear of want remove; 

who can faint while such a river 

ever flows their thirst t'assuage? 

Grace, which like the Lord, the giver, 

never fails from age to age. 

 

Round each habitation hov'ring, 

see the cloud and fire appear 

for a glory and a cov'ring, 

showing that the Lord is near; 

thus deriving from their banner 

light by night and shade by day, 

safe they feed upon the manna 

which he gives them when they pray. 
 

* SENDING 

God sends us forth to sing a new song, 

so we will live with him and trust him to create the lyrics and the music. 

Jesus died for us to bless his name and tell of his salvation, 

so we will praise him and find new ways to tell his message to different people. 

The Holy Spirit gives us power to tell his unchanging story in new ways, 

so he may breathe new life into the faint and the lost.  

 

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 

* POSTLUDE:  All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name  FRANKLIN RITTER/ TUNE: CORONATION 

____________________________ 

* Please stand in body or spirit.   



 

 

Our Faith Community @ Work 

 

WORSHIP Ministry: (Lead Elders: Nancy Purcell and Helen Brown) 

WELCOME to this service of worship at Bethany Presbyterian Church (PCUSA).  

Whether you are a member or a visitor we are so glad that you are worshipping with 

us this morning and pray that this time of worship will be both renewing and 

rewarding for you.  If you have any questions about Bethany, please speak to the 

pastor or call the church at 336.227.4041.  You can find us online through our website at 

www.bethanypreschurch.org; on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bethanypresbyterian; or on Twitter by 

following @bpresbyterian. 

“I will show love to those who were called unloved and, to those who were called ‘not-my-people’, I will 

say ‘you are my people’ and they will answer, ‘you are our God.’” (Hosea 2:23) Bethany Presbyterian Church 

is a place where the mind is nourished as well as the spirit, and where we affirm the dignity and worth of 

every person. As we are all created in the image of God, we believe discrimination is incompatible with 

Christ’s Gospel of unconditional love. While we celebrate our Presbyterian identity, we acknowledge that we 

are not alone on the path to understanding God. We invite conversations that move us to seek a deeper 

understanding of life in the Spirit. Be who you are and be welcome here. 

Audio Recordings of each Sunday’s sermons are available through a link on our website, on our Facebook 

page, or at www.buzzsprout.com/9198. A Live Stream and a Video Recording of our Live Stream are available 

on our Facebook page and on our website. 

 

SERVE Ministry: (Lead Elders: Randy Cousins and Tina Patterson) 

Our ongoing prayer list is below. Please let the church office know if there are any changes. 

 Bill Faucette Diane Miller John & Ann Sutton  

 Jack Cook  Peter Slater Ruby Martin 

 Katherine Bayliff Joey Leake Teresa Wilborn 

 Shannon Russell Ida Whitney Tiffany Tauchren 

 Christopher Bagley Jean Berry Barbara Cousins  

 Jeremy Harden Christy Lutterloh Pat Kennedy  

 Anne McDaniels  Eleanor Thompson Mike Sutton  

 Alex Thomas Nancy Sutton Ben Johnson  

 Stewart Dillard Norma Proctor Grace Johnson  

 Shelvia Russell Randy Thompson Frank Wrenn  

 Carol Brooks Glenn Harden Sylvia Donley  

 Janie Holt Clapp Family of Nat Blackwood Joyce & Norman Mize  

    

 

TEACH Ministry: (Lead Elders: Tracey Troxler and Shelby Smith) 

All are invited to take advantage of the several educational opportunities for all ages on Sunday mornings. 

Sunday school classes begin at 9:45 a.m. 

Fellowship Class (Fellowship Classroom – by ramp door) - NOT CURRENTLY MEETING DUE TO COVID 

This class is using our denomination’s Present Word curriculum and lives up to the class name in all 

aspects of their life here at Bethany.  

Children (Upstairs – the really, really green room!) 

This class for younger children is using our denomination’s We Believe curriculum in introducing our 

children to the faith. 

Youth (Upstairs, across from the choir room) 

Using a variety of creative curricula, this class explores topics that relate to faith and adolescence. 



 

 

SUPPORT Ministry: (Lead Elders: Chip Allen, Ben Russell, and Bill Abplanalp) 

Elders of the Month for September are Tina Patterson and Helen Brown. 

 

 

  



 

 

This Week’s Calendar: 

Today: 

• 9:45 – Sunday School for all ages (as scheduled) 

• 11:00 – Worship (In-person and Live Stream) 

 Sunday, the 19
th

: 

• 9:45 – Sunday School for all ages (as scheduled) 

• 11:00 – Worship (In-person and Live Stream) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Session 

Moderator: Rick Purcell 

Clerk: Randy Cousins 

Treasurer: Glenn Patterson 

 
Class of 2021: 

Nancy Purcell 

Ben Russell 

Tracey Troxler 

 

Class of 2022: 

Bill Abplanalp 

Helen Brown 

Tina Patterson 

 

Class of 2023: 

Chip Allen 

Randy Cousins 

Shelby Smith 

1500 S. Main Street 

Graham, NC 27215 

www.bethanypreschurch.org 

336.227.4041 

 

Staff 

Pastor:    Vacant                                        . 

Director of Music: Christopher Bagley – music@bethanypreschurch.org 

Office Administrator: Joy Saleeby – office@bethanypreschurch.org 

Bookkeeper: Pam Hurt – finance@bethanypreschurch.org 
 

Scan this QR code for fast, safe, and reliable online giving:  

 
 

 

 

Bethany Presbyterian is a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

 

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS BULLETIN IN THE BASKETS PROVIDED AT THE DOORS. 


