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Twelve Sundays. As I
write this, that’s how
many Sundays I have
left. (There are actually
fourteen Sundays on the
calendar but I’ll be
away two Sundays in
July.)

As I think back over 42 years of ministry, it’s hard to
believe that it all comes down now to just a handful
of Sundays left.
On page 4 of this newsletter you will see what I have
planned for those twelve Sundays. As you can see,
the last Sunday in May is Trinity Sunday, and then for
the next ve Sundays I will be following the
Lectionary passages, preaching mainly from the
Gospel of Mark, with one foray into Ephesians.
Then, I will offer my nal sermon series - “The
Gospel According to Baseball.” As I wrote in last
month’s newsletter, this is a tribute to my father, who
instilled in me a love of baseball as well as a love of
the church. As I have begun to plan for this series,
and have been reading some very interesting books
that delve into baseball from a theological
standpoint.
I know the printing is small on the graphics, so here
are the themes for the series:
July 25th - Round Ball, Round Bat - What
Could Go Wrong? - Luke 18:9-14
August 1st - Hits, Runs, and Errors - Luke
15:3-7
August 8th - The Seventh Inning Stretch Matthew 13:1-9
August 15th - Finding Your Grip - Hebrews
12:1-2
August 22nd - Rounding Third and Heading
For Home - Luke 15:11-32

•
•
•
•
•

I am really excited about offering this series. It will
be fun and hopefully meaningful, and on a purely
personal level, it will be very signi cant for me as I
remember and honor the in uence that my father
had on my life. I will write more on this series on the
July newsletter.

I will also at some point offer more insight into my
theme for my nal Sunday, August 29th. As you can
see from the graphic, the theme is “Clear Eyes, Full
Heart, Can’t Lose.” I am a big fan of the highly
acclaimed TV show from a few years back, “Friday
Night Lights.” This was the inspiration line for the
football team. It kinda seemed to t some of the
things I want to say on that nal Sunday. Stay tuned!
One thing that I have become keenly aware of is
how the passage of time seems to get faster and faster
as I get older and older! It seems like just yesterday
that I made my announcement about retirement, and
now there are only three months to go.
As I look at my to-do list, I know these three months
will speed by and I wonder if I’ll be able to get
everything done that I need to do to wind a 42-year
career up!
As with any career, there have been ups and downs.
There have been challenges that I have faced that
have been dif cult. I have made my share of
mistakes over the years, and hopefully have learned
from them.
I look back and can see a lot of successes, and yes,
some failures as well. There have been people that I
have grown close to and remain close to even now. I
guess it is the people that have crossed my path over
these 42 years for which I am most grateful.
From those hundreds of teenagers that I had the
privilege of serving, to those who sit in the pews
every Sunday morning, to all the people that I came
to know on many, many service trips (I need to count
them up!) - it’s those faces and smiles that ll my
memory bank to over owing!
Yes, I am grateful to my father and my mother for the
foundation they laid for me. But I know that
everything I am I owe to the unending grace of my
Lord that I am privileged to serve every day. I look
forward to walking with you these last three months!
As always, I am grateful to be your pastor.
Grace & peace,
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An ongoing goal is to make our live stream as easy as possible to access. We realize that those who have been
joining via Zoom have been having some issues. In order to simplify the process, and to coordinate all of our
virtual options in one place, we will be discontinuing our Zoom option. We realize that there are some who have
been loyal and regular on Zoom, but due to ongoing reliability issues, and interrupted service on Sunday mornings,
we feel this new option is the best way to go from here on. Here’s some information on that option:
•

We are using a streaming service called Boxcast. In each week’s worship email (which you should receive
on Saturday mornings) there will be a link to the worship page on our website (https://
www.bethanypreschurch.org/worship--bethany.html). There you will nd a link to our Sunday morning live
stream. This is the easiest way to get the live stream.

•

The live stream is also going to Facebook Live and YouTube Live, and can be accessed on either of these
platforms. But again, the easiest way to access the live stream is on our worship page as indicated above.

•

In addition, you can nd our live stream on Apple TV, Roku, or Amazon Fire TV streaming sites. If you
subscribe to any of these services, just search for “Boxcast” and once you have that app, you can search for
Bethany and watch our live stream on your TV!

•

Recordings of each service will be available on the worship page on our website, as well as on our
Facebook page.

•

Our live stream will include not only the live camera feed from the sanctuary, but also the slides that you
would see on the screen if you were in-person.

Below are two screenshots of what you will see when you go to our website. Just follow these instructions and you
should have no problem accessing the live stream.

When you go to our website
(www.bethanypreschurch.org), this is what
you will rst see on our home page. To get
to our worship page, you will click on the
“Watch Live Worship” link which is just
below the church name.

This is our Worship page. The graphic on the
left shows a countdown clock to when we
go live. Just click on that graphic (or the
corresponding one on the right) and you
will immediately be taken to the Live Stream
of our worship service at 11:00 on Sunday
morning.
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Transition Team Update!
Your Transition Team passes along this update:
The Transition committee continues to move forward with the
assistance of our liaison to the Committee on Ministry, Rev.
Amanda Anderson. Rev. Anderson is assisting us in the process of
our search for the Transitional Minister.
A fund has been set up for gifting for John upon his retirement. To
contribute, just earmark it for John’s retirement.
Also, please save the date for Saturday, August 28th to celebrate John’s Retirement. More details to follow soon.
A reminder that members of the Transition Team are Tina Patterson and Shelby Smith (from the Session), Morgan
Troxler, Brenda Sykes, and A. J. Campbell.

Please note the Pastoral Change Flow Chart
provided by the presbytery, which kind of
gives a visual image of what the transition
may look like. Some of this has evolved
over the years and may look a little different
now, but this gives an overall picture of
what Bethany can expect over the next little
while. And yes, it may be a while before
Bethany calls its next pastor. The work of
the Transitional Pastor usually takes about
18 months or longer. Patience is key in
listening to the Spirit and doing the
necessary work of transition so that that
unique mission and ministry of Bethany
and continue unabated moving forward.
Please make it a regular practice to keep
the Transition Team in your daily prayers.
And watch this space each month to keep
up-to-date on the work of the team. God
has great things in store for Bethany.
Consider the possibilities!
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Here are the worship themes and scripture texts for the remaining twelve Sundays that John
will be with us. (He will be away July 4th and July 20th.) See his article on Page 1 for more
information about the themes.

May 30th

June 6th

June 13th

June 20th

June 27th

July 11th

July 25th

August 1st

August 8th

August 15th

August 22nd

August 29th
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During this entire pandemic, Salem Presbytery has utilized the collective wisdom of a task force that periodically
provided guidance for churches in the presbytery. As restrictions are now being lifted and life is slowly returning to
normal, what does that mean for us here at Bethany?
The most recent updated guidelines has acknowledged the recent CDC guidelines regarding mask usage and social
distancing, but also realized the unique situations with each church in each community. The suggested guidelines that
were offered were to continue to wear masks and keep our distance, but to be aware of vaccination rates in our own
local communities and counties. When the vaccination rate reaches 70% (fully vaccinated), that is when we can truly
feel free to relax our mask and social-distancing guidelines.
At its June meeting, the Session will be revisiting this issue and making appropriate decisions regarding our
guidelines.
The recently updated guidelines are available on the presbytery website: www.salempresbytery.org.
Thanks to all for your patience and for staying vigilant in ghting this disease. It has not been easy. But we are on the
downside now and so we must not lose focus.

The table below shows the current vaccination data for Alamance County.
Although the percentage of vaccinated people over the age of 65 is excellent
(69.8%), the overall percentage is still low (35.1%). The goal for returning to our
normal routines is to have the overall rate at 70%. Please encourage your friends
and family who may be hesitant to get the vaccine. A day or so of feeling lousy
in no way compare to contracting the virus and having it affect your life for
months. Let’s beat this thing and get back to our lives!
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Monday
Memorial Day

June 2021
Sunday

6

30
9:45 AM Sunday School (as
scheduled)
11:00 AM Worship

9:45 AM Sunday School (as
scheduled)
11:00 AM Worship

20

13
9:45 AM Sunday School (as
scheduled)
11:00 AM Worship

Father's Day
9:45 AM Sunday School (as
scheduled)
11:00 AM Worship

31

7

14

21

27
28
Montreat Worship and Music Conference (John attending)
9:45 AM Sunday School (as
scheduled)
11:00 AM Worship

Tuesday

7:00 PM Session Meeting

Friday

4

Saturday

5

12

3

11

Thursday

1

2
7:00 PM Choir Practice (not
currently meeting)

10

Wednesday

8

9
7:00 PM Choir Practice (not
currently meeting)

19

26

Juneteenth

25

3

18

24

2

17

23
7:00 PM Choir Practice (not
currently meeting)

1

15

22

30

16
7:00 PM Choir Practice (not
currently meeting)

29

7:00 PM Choir Practice (not
currently meeting)

Page 1/1

Page 6

JUNE
WORSHIP
THEMES

Missed a Sunday? Check out our sermons online!
There are three ways to listen to audio of our Sunday
sermons:
• On our website: www.bethanypreschurch.org
• On our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/
bethanypresbyterian
• Or by going to: www.buzzsprout.com/9198

June 6th - Second Sunday after Pentecost:
Mark 2:20-35
A House Divided
June 13th - Third Sunday after Pentecost:
Mark 4:26-34
Consider the Mustard Seed
June 20th - Fourth Sunday after Pentecost:
Mark 4:35-41
Stormy Weather
June 27th - Fifth Sunday after Pentecost:
Mark 5:21-43
Garment Touching

In addition to the Worship Live Stream that you can get on your
computer, phone, or tablet, the Live Stream is also available on the
platforms below. If you have access to these, just search for “Boxcast”
and then search for “Bethany Presbyterian Graham, NC.”
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Your Church Staff:
Pastor: Rev. John W. Johnson
Director of Music: Christopher Bagley
Of ce Administrator: Joy Saleeby
Bookkeeper: Pam Hurt
Elders:
Bill Abplanalp
Chip Allen
Helen Brown
Randy Cousins (Clerk of Session)
Tina Patterson
Nancy Purcell
Ben Russell
Shelby Smith
Tracey Troxler
Glenn Patterson (Treasurer)

The Session met for its regular monthly stated meeting
via Zoom on May 11th. Here are some highlights:
• Heard a devotion from Helen Brown
• Continued the ongoing Of cer Training program,
discussing the session on “Being Leaders” and viewing
the video and discussing the session on “What is the
Church?”
• Heard a report from the Transition Team
• Received an update on the sale of the property from
Glenn Patterson
• Received a treasurer’s report from Glenn
• Discussed options for improving our Live Stream on
Sunday mornings
• Heard a report from the meeting of Salem Presbytery
from Shelby Smith
• Heard joys and prayer concerns of the congregation
NEXT MEETING: TUESDAY, JUNE 8TH
ELDERS OF THE MONTH FOR JUNE
BILL ABPLANALP AND NANCY PURCELL
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1932
Be strong and of good courage, do not fear nor be afraid of them; for the Lord your God, He is the One who goes
with you. He will not leave you nor forsake you. - Deuteronomy 31:6
Some people think this great old gospel song was written by the famous big bandleader Tommy Dorsey. It wasn’t;
the author was named Thomas Andrew Dorsey, and he was the son of a Black revivalist preacher.
Thomas was born in a small town in George in 1899. when he was about eleven, the Dorseys moved to Atlanta
where Thomas was quickly enamored with the blues and began playing piano at a vaudeville theater. Later the
family moved to Chicago where he attended classes at the College of Composition and Arranging. Soon he was on
stage under the name “Georgia Tom,” playing barrelhouse piano in one of Al Capone’s Chicago speakeasies and
leading jazz bands.
Thomas was converted at the National Baptist Convention in Chicago in 1921, and began writing gospel songs and
trying to get them published. It was discouraging at rst. He later said, “I borrowed ve dollars and sent out 500
copies of my song, ‘If You See My Savior,’ to churches throughout the country . . . It was three years before I got a
single order. I felt like going back to the blues.”
He didn’t, and gradually his reputation grew and his work became known.
In August, 1932, while leading music in St. Louis, he was handed a telegram bearing the words, “Your wife just
died.” He rushed to a phone to call home, but all he could hear over the line was “Nettie is dead! Nettie is dead!” A
friend drove him through the night, and he arrived home to learn that his baby boy had also died.
“I began to feel that God had done me an injustice,” Thomas later said. “I didn’t want to serve Him anymore or
write any more gospel songs.” But the next Saturday, while alone in a friend’s music room, he had a “strange
feeling” inside - a sudden calm and a quiet stillness. “As my ngers began to manipulate over the keys, words began
to fall in place on the melody like drops of water falling from the crevice of the rock:
Precious Lord, take my hand,
Lead me on, let me stand
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn . . .”
Today Thomas a Dorsey is remembers as the “Father of Gospel Music” and the author of hundreds of gospel songs
including his equally famous, “Peace in the Valley.”

fi

fi

fi

Page 9

FINANCIAL REPORT - END OF MARCH 2021
Year-to-date Actual Income

$43,926.28

Less Year-to-date Actual Expenses

$60,466.55

Plus Other Income (from investments)
YEAR-TO-DATE BUDGET SURPLUS
(DEFICIT)

$3.11
-$16,537.16

Thanks for Keeping Your Pledge Up-to-Date
We are so grateful that we were able to end 2020 with such a positive bottom line. In a year of such turmoil and
uncertainty, your generosity was amazing and so greatly appreciated.
As you can see from the above numbers, the rst part of 2021 has been challenging. We hope that as we settle into
2021 that that red number will continue to decrease so that our mission and ministry can continue. Remember that
there are several options you have of making your pledge or donation:
• Drop your donation off at the church any time. Joy is at the church in the morning and John is usually at the
church most of the day.
• Mail in your pledge to the church, to the attention of Pam Hurt, our bookkeeper.
• Or use our convenient and secure online giving platform. Use the QR code above, or go to our website and
go to our online giving page there.
Thanks again for your continued support of Bethany.

Update on Sale of the Property
We are thrilled to report that the sale of the property across 87 (where the rental house now stands) has closed and
the funds are in our possession!! The Session will make informed decisions on how these funds are to be allocated,
making sure our needs down the road are being met.
Once again a huge shout out and thanks to Glenn Patterson for his diligence in seeing this transaction through to the
nish line!
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Scan this QR code for direct access to
our Online Giving Platform

June Birthdays and
Anniversaries
Happy Anniversary to:
Sylvia & Gerald Donley
Tracey & Brandon Troxler

June 14th
June 15th

Happy Birthday to:
Kasey Dampier
Tracey Troxler
Seth Smith
Judy Holmes
Kim Mitchell-Ayers

June 1st
June 7th
June 8th
June 12th
June 22nd

Ministries
• Sunday school for Youth and Children / Meets on
second oor of Education Building at 9:45 each
Sunday (as announced during the pandemic)..
• During Worship, (when we return to in-person
worship) children are invited to sit in designated
pews (front rows on north side) / there are
activities provided
• Our Nursery is staffed by a professional, paid

Dear Bethany Presbyterian,
Thank you to everyone for their good
wishes, cards, and prayers during my
surgery and recovery!

Find your place!

Love in Christ. Always!
Linda Abplanalp
Christian Education Opportunities
The Fellowship Class - Bible study class using
our denomination’s Present Word
curriculum. The class will resume when we
return to our normal schedules.

Bethany Prays
Christopher Bagley
Frederica Beatty
Jean Berry
Jack Cook
Bill Faucette
Christy Lutterloh
Norma Proctor
Joan Richardson
Nancy Sutton
Tiffany Tauchren
Eleanor Thompson
Randy Thompson
Grace Johnson
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Karen Maxwell
Carol Brooks
Pat Kennedy
Peter Slater
Diane Miller
Barbara Cousins
Ben Johnson
Joey Leake
Shannon Russell
Alex Thomas
Sylvia Donley
Janie Holt Clapp
Glenn Harden

Stewart Dillard
Jeremy Harden
Ruby Martin
Anne McDaniels
Shelvia Russell
John & Ann Sutton
Mike Sutton
Katherine Turner
Ida Whitney
Frank Wrenn
Joyce & Norman Mize

BETHANY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1500 S. MAIN STREET
GRAHAM, NC 27253
336.227.4041
Email:
of ce@bethanypreschurch.org
Website:
www.bethanypreschurch.org
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/bethanypresbyterian
Twitter:
@bpresbyterian

fi

Page 12

