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Following worship on
June 27th, Debbie and I
will head to Montreat
where I will participate
in the annual Worship
and Music Conference.
This week has always
been a highlight of my
year, and one that not only is soul- lling, but has
been invaluable in giving me resources for our
worship here at Bethany.

had on my life. I will write more on this series on the
August newsletter.
I have begun the tedious process of cleaning out my
of ce. I have been spending a couple of hours each
Saturday just trying to through a drawer at a time.
And when I say tedious, I mean tedious! I have been
at Bethany eight and a half years, but my “stuff” has
been accumulated over 42 years of work.

I have attended many of these conferences over the
years (probably 20 or so), and am really looking
forward to heading to the mountains for the week. In
addition to worship each day and singing with the
adult choir, I will spend much of my time preparing
for my last few Sundays with you good folks here at
Bethany.
In the June newsletter I outlined my plans for worship
for the remainder of the summer. When I return from
a week of vacation in July, I will begin my nal
sermon series - “The Gospel According to Baseball.”
As I mentioned last month, this is a tribute to my
father, who instilled in me a love of baseball as well
as a love of the church. As I have begun to plan for
this series, I have been reading some very interesting
books that delve into baseball from a theological
standpoint.
I know the printing is small on the graphics, so here
are the themes for the series:
July 25th - Round Ball, Round Bat - What
Could Go Wrong? - Luke 18:9-14
August 1st - Hits, Runs, and Errors - Luke
15:3-7
August 8th - The Seventh Inning Stretch Matthew 13:1-9
August 15th - Finding Your Grip - Hebrews
12:1-2
August 22nd - Rounding Third and Heading
For Home - Luke 15:11-32

•
•
•
•
•

I have been going through le drawers and throwing
out a lot of stuff that is outdated and/or I know I want
need it any more. There are some Bethany-related
items that are going to the appropriate people, and I
am in the process of going through my books to see
what I want to take with me, what I can leave here
for the Bethany library, and what I can donate. I have
already found a home for one set of commentaries as
a young pastor in the presbytery has picked them up!
The bottom line is that we just don’t have room at
our house for all my books, plus I really won’t have
any use for many of them post-retirement. The
tedium continues!
A couple of months ago in this space I mentioned
the nostalgia that I was beginning to feel as August
31st got nearer and nearer. That emotion is only
getting stronger. As I was driving to the church a
couple of Sundays ago, I began to think back on 42
years and all those Sundays. Counting vacations and
continuing education events, that comes to nearly
2000 Sundays! Wow! What hit me was the fact that
it’s now down to just a handful left - as I write this,
only 8.
The memories ood my mind. The gratitude lls my
heart. The satisfaction of a life well-lived brings me
peace.
These next few weeks will be emotional and dif cult
at times. But I am so looking forward to celebrating
with you at the end of August.
As always, I am grateful to be your pastor.
Grace & peace,

I am really excited about offering this series. It will
be fun and hopefully meaningful, and on a purely
personal level, it will be very signi cant for me as I
remember and honor the in uence that my father
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HERE’S AN UPDATE ON OUR LIVE-STREAM FOR SUNDAY WORSHIP:
•

We are so pleased to report that many of our wi issues have been resolved, so the signal that we send to
Boxcast (our live-streaming platform) are much stronger and more stable. This may be more information
than you want, but we have hard-wired our connection to our wi router, running a cable from the of ce,
down through the basement, and up to the console in the sanctuary, where we have installed a new wi
access point. What this means is a much stronger and more stable signal and connection.

•

We continue to use a streaming service called Boxcast. In each week’s worship email (which you should
receive on Saturday mornings) there will be a link to the worship page on our website (https://
www.bethanypreschurch.org/worship--bethany.html). There you will nd a link to our Sunday morning live
stream. This is the easiest way to get the live stream.

•

The live stream is also going to Facebook Live and YouTube Live, and can be accessed on either of these
platforms. But again, the easiest way to access the live stream is on our worship page as indicated above.

•

In addition, you can nd our live stream on Apple TV, Roku, or Amazon Fire TV streaming sites. If you
subscribe to any of these services, just search for “Boxcast” and once you have that app, you can search for
Bethany and watch our live stream on your TV!

•

Recordings of each service will be available on the worship page on our website, as well as on our
Facebook page.

•

Our live stream includes not only the live camera feed from the sanctuary, but also the slides that you
would see on the screen if you were in-person.

Below are two screenshots of what you will see when you go to our website. Just follow these instructions and you
should have no problem accessing the live stream.

When you go to our website
(www.bethanypreschurch.org), this is what
you will rst see on our home page. To get
to our worship page, you will click on the
“Watch Live Worship” link which is just
below the church name.

This is our Worship page. The graphic on the
left shows a countdown clock to when we
go live. Just click on that graphic (or the
corresponding one on the right) and you
will immediately be taken to the Live Stream
of our worship service at 11:00 on Sunday
morning.
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Transition Team Update!
Your Transition Team passes along this update:
The transition team continues to work with our representative
from COM to search for our transitional Pastor. Please continue in
prayer for us as we seek God’s guidance to find that person.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS - there will be a Celebration for John
on Saturday, August 28th, from 3-5 pm. More details and
invitations will be to you soon. See the next page!
the church and earmark it for John’s retirement.

If you’d like to contribute to a gift for John, please send/ bring to

A reminder that members of the Transition Team are Tina Patterson and Shelby Smith (from the Session), Morgan
Troxler, Brenda Sykes, and A. J. Campbell.

Please note the Pastoral Change
Flow Chart provided by the
presbytery, which kind of gives a
visual image of what the transition
may look like. Some of this has
evolved over the years and may
look a little different now, but this
gives an overall picture of what
Bethany can expect over the next
little while. And yes, it may be a
while before Bethany calls its next
pastor. The work of the Transitional
Pastor usually takes about 18
months or longer. Patience is key
in listening to the Spirit and doing
the necessary work of transition so
that that unique mission and
ministry of Bethany and continue
unabated moving forward.
Please make it a regular practice to
keep the Transition Team in your
daily prayers. And watch this space
each month to keep up-to-date on
the work of the team. God has
great things in store for Bethany.
Consider the possibilities!
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SAVE THE DATES!!!
SATURDAY, AUGUST 28, 2021
SUNDAY, AUGUST 29, 2021

John’s Retirement Celebration
Saturday, the 28th - 3-5 pm @ Bethany
The Bethany Family Celebrates
Saturday, the 28th - 6:30-9:30
@ Burlington Beer Works
The Community Celebrates
Sunday, the 29th - 11:00 am
Worship Celebration
Music by Brass Ensemble and Choir,
with Sylvester Allen
John’s Final Sermon
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Here are the worship themes and scripture texts for the remaining seven Sundays that John
will be with us. (He will be away July 4th and July 18th.) See his article on Page 1 for more
information about the themes.

July 11th

August 8th

July 25th

August 1st

August 15th

August 22nd

August 29th
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July 2021
Sunday

4

Monday

26

19

12

5

27
28
Montreat Worship and Music Conference (John attending)
9:45 AM Sunday School (as
scheduled)
11:00 AM Worship

Independence Day
9:45 AM Sunday School (as
scheduled)
11:00 AM Worship

18

11
9:45 AM Sunday School (as
scheduled)
11:00 AM Worship

John on Vacation
9:45 AM Sunday School (as
scheduled)
11:00 AM Worship

25
9:45 AM Sunday School (as
scheduled)
11:00 AM Worship

Tuesday

7:00 PM Session Meeting

Wednesday
30

1

Friday

2

Saturday

3

10

Thursday

9

29

8

7:00 PM Choir Practice (not
currently meeting)

6

7
7:00 PM Choir Practice (not
currently meeting)

17

24

16

23

31

15

22

30

14
John on Vacation
7:00 PM Choir Practice (not
currently meeting)

21
7:00 PM Choir Practice (not
currently meeting)

29

13

20

27

28
7:00 PM Choir Practice (not
currently meeting)
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Below is a copy of the letter that was mailed to the congregation following the Session meeting on June 8th.
June 9, 2021
Dear Bethany Family,
We all have been heartened over the past several months as the number of infections of the coronavirus continues to decline,
while the number of vaccinations continue to increase. It has been wonderful to see businesses reopening, restaurants back
to full capacity, and life returning to what we remember as some semblance of normalcy.
On Palm Sunday, we returned to in-person worship here at Bethany, with appropriate safety guidelines in place. You have
been so patient and agreeable with mask-wearing and keeping your distance in worship. I know it has been frustrating, but I
know that we all can agree that safety and health is a high priority.
At its meeting last evening, the Session discussed at length our current policy, where our community stands as far as cases
and vaccinations, and where we go from here when it comes to our gatherings. The Session agreed that beginning
immediately, it will be everyone’s own personal responsibility and decision as to whether to wear a mask or not. They will
not be required. In addition, the sanctuary will be fully open so you may sit where you wish.
Some may still feel more comfortable wearing a mask and sitting socially-distanced from others. That is perfectly acceptable
as each one makes these decisions based on what is best for them, and what they feel is best for those with whom they come
in contact.
I look forward to seeing everyone on Sunday - masked or not - as we continue to recover from the grim reality of the past
year-and-a-quarter. Let us continue to be safe, make smart decisions, and pray for all who have been adversely affected by
this pandemic.
Grace & Peace,
John W. Johnson
Pastor, Bethany Presbyterian Church
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JULY
WORSHIP
THEMES
July 4th - Sixth Sunday after Pentecost:
TBA
TBA - Guest Preacher, Rev. Barbara Styers
July 11th - Seventh Sunday after Pentecost:
Ephesians 1:3-14
The Believer’s Blessing
July 18th - Eighth Sunday after Pentecost:
TBA
TBA - John Away
July 25th - Ninth Sunday after Pentecost:
Luke 18:9-14
The Gospel According to Baseball: Round Ball, Round Bat
- What Could Go Wrong?

Missed a Sunday? Check out our worship online!
There are several ways to access video and/or
audio recordings of our Sunday worship:
• On our website:
www.bethanypreschurch.org/worship-bethany.html
• On our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/
bethanypresbyterian
• On our Boxcast page: https://boxcast.tv/view/
bethany-presbyterian-worship-650362
• Or by going to: www.buzzsprout.com/9198
(audio recordings)

In addition to the Worship Live Stream that you can get on your
computer, phone, or tablet, the Live Stream is also available on the
platforms below. If you have access to these, just search for “Boxcast”
and then search for “Bethany Presbyterian Graham, NC.”

Page 8

Your Church Staff:
Pastor: Rev. John W. Johnson
Director of Music: Christopher Bagley
Of ce Administrator: Joy Saleeby
Bookkeeper: Pam Hurt
Elders:
Bill Abplanalp
Chip Allen
Helen Brown
Randy Cousins (Clerk of Session)
Tina Patterson
Nancy Purcell
Ben Russell
Shelby Smith
Tracey Troxler
Glenn Patterson (Treasurer)

The Session met for its regular monthly stated meeting
via Zoom on June 8th. Here are some highlights:
• Heard a devotion from Bill Abplanalp
• Continued the ongoing Of cer Training program,
discussing the session on “Being Leaders” and viewing
the video and discussing the session on “Principles of
Order and Government”
• Heard a report from the Transition Team
• Received an update on the sale of the property from
Glenn Patterson with action taken to allocate some
funds to the Scholarship Fund temporarily, and to the
Capitol Fund. The Session will prioritize a list of
needed improvements around the church and make
decisions regarding those needs.
• Received a very positive treasurer’s report from Glenn
• Discussed the mask and social-distancing guidelines
and approved a recommendation to encourage
personal responsibility for both with mandates to be
removed.
• Heard plans for ongoing service opportunities.
• Heard joys and prayer concerns of the congregation
NEXT MEETING: TUESDAY, JULY 13TH
ELDERS OF THE MONTH FOR JULY
SHELBY SMITH AND CHIP ALLEN
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Scan this QR code for direct access to
our Online Giving Platform
FINANCIAL REPORT - END OF MARCH 2021
Year-to-date Actual Income

$63,765.98

Less Year-to-date Actual Expenses

$71,764.01

Plus Other Income (from investments)

$124,711.53

YEAR-TO-DATE BUDGET SURPLUS
(DEFICIT)

$116,713.50

Notes on Above Figures:
May was a very good month for our nances here at Bethany. The above gures show a sizable surplus at the end of
May, due to the closing on the sale of the property across the street, and receipt of those funds. But even without
those funds, the giving for May was signi cantly over our projected budgeted income. A huge thank you for that!!
For now, the funds from the sale of the property have been placed in two of our investment accounts, until the
Session decides how to best utilize those funds. At its July meeting, the Session will prioritize where the needs are the
greatest and will allocate funds accordingly - always with the goal of keeping adequate funds in our capital
accounts. It is due to the diligence of prior leadership that funds have been available to tend to some signi cant
capital needs around the church. And we know there will be more needs in the future.
Thanks again for making May such a positive month, and as we move into the summer, please continue to keep your
pledge up-to-date. You may place your gifts in the offering plate on Sunday mornings, mail it in to the church, bring it
by in person, or use our secure online giving platform on our website or by using the QR code above.
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July Birthdays and
Anniversaries

Dear Scholarship Committee,

Happy Anniversary to:
Pat & Henry Flythe
Millie & Jay Fuller
Amy & Dusty Kimrey
Brenda & Robert Sykes

July 10th
July 11th
July 13th
July 27th

Happy Birthday to:
Shelby Smith
Sylvia Hayes
Janine Osborne
Tina Patterson
Xan Wagner
Diane Bullis
Debbie Johnson
Sylvia Donley

July 3rd
July 5th
July 5th
July 7th
July 8th
July 12th
July 17th
July 20th

It is hard for me to believe that my collegiate career
will begin year three this fall. The scholarship that
you granted me will help push me further in
pursuing my career. For that I am grateful beyond
measure. It may seem that through the struggles of
COVID-19 many doors would be shut. However, for
me after leaving school and moving back home I
applied for an internship with the clerk’s of ce here
in Alamance County. I was contacted by Meredith
Edwards with an acceptance letter for the
internship. The experience has been fantastic! I still
hold this position and will have to lave once I return
to school. This exposure has been bene cial to my
major, and future. I am thankful for your
consideration and contribution to my collegiate
career. It will be put to use in the best way possible,
in order to further my education.
I would like to again extend my deepest
appreciation for your generosity and continued
support.

Dear Scholarship Committee,
Thank you for your thoughtfulness. Your
generosity will help me further my
education at Elon University this coming
year.

Best regards,
Joseph Alexander (Alex) Bullis

Sincerely,
April Troxler

Bethany Presbyterian Family,
I would like to take the time to
extend my sincere gratitude for
being awarded the Katie &
Lexie Glenn Scholarship. Being
able to attend college is such a
privilege and the generosity of
the church helps me do that. I
am incredibly fortunate to be a
member of such a nurturing
church and everyone has
played a role in shaping me
over the past 21 years. Again,
thank you so much for
continuing to support the
young people of the church
and always providing support!

Bethany Prays
Christopher Bagley
Frederica Beatty
Jean Berry
Jack Cook
Bill Faucette
Christy Lutterloh
Norma Proctor
Joan Richardson
Nancy Sutton
Tiffany Tauchren
Eleanor Thompson
Randy Thompson
Grace Johnson

With love, Seth Smith
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Karen Maxwell
Carol Brooks
Pat Kennedy
Peter Slater
Diane Miller
Barbara Cousins
Ben Johnson
Joey Leake
Shannon Russell
Alex Thomas
Sylvia Donley
Janie Holt Clapp
Glenn Harden

Stewart Dillard
Jeremy Harden
Ruby Martin
Anne McDaniels
Shelvia Russell
John & Ann Sutton
Mike Sutton
Katherine Turner
Ida Whitney
Frank Wrenn
Joyce & Norman Mize
Betty Boggs

BETHANY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1500 S. MAIN STREET
GRAHAM, NC 27253
336.227.4041
Email:
of ce@bethanypreschurch.org
Website:
www.bethanypreschurch.org
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/bethanypresbyterian
Twitter:
@bpresbyterian
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